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Approach to establish relevant
sustainability assessment parameters
In product development

Aim

The aim of this research project is to
assess product sustainabillity during
material development towards a

different solutions or the fact that a
more sustainable future society
might put very different demands on
products compared to the strictest

Defining goal and determining scope

Develop awareness and shared vision.
The team members together develop a
case relevant and future-oriented
description of essential sustainability
considerations for the product

Accepted description of
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considerations - sustainability
aspects to consider
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clearly definea assessment. The iterative way of de- : B 2..;3@:ﬁ.;agjé*:}bmﬂ: —

e in product development many

veloping the product system, the as- g s o
characteristics of the resulting prod-  sessment parameters and the per-  ° P |
e sustainability assessment signifies  |ustrated in Figure 2. T

a future-oriented assessment and
the future is unknown yet needs to
be envisaged

Approaches for environmental im-
provements in product development
focus primarily on optimisation of the
present product system, e.g. on re-
placing parts or processes repre-
senting large environmental impacts.
Such approaches will result in mar-
ginal improvements compared to the
present situation, and cannot fully
take advantage of truly innovative
ideas that are based on completely

Conclusion

A procedure for guiding product de-
velopment towards more sustainable
products through team learning is
proposed.

Assessing product sustainability

members together weight the

parameters into a holistic product
sustainability assessmen t
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Figure 1. Proposed process for quiding

and team learning. The procedure also

provides input to a final holistic product
sustainability assessment.
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Figure 2. [terative procedure necessary for the suggested process
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