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Abstract

This thesis deals with the modeling and control of pulse width modulated (PWM) voltage source
converters connected to the grid. When voltage source converters are connected to the grid, the
power quality and the dynamic performance are affected by the line filter connected between the
converter and the grid, and by nonlinearities caused by the switching converter. In the thesis, the
dynamic performance and power quality of converters connected to the grid by first-order L-filters
and third-order LCL-filters are focused on. For each line filter, predictive vector control principles
that allow the independent control of the active and the reactive powers are developed and verified
by measurements. It is shown that a similar dynamic performance can be obtained with both line
filters. To obtain a high power quality, it is advantageous to use LCL-filters. The thesis also deals
with different nonlinearities and their influence on dynamic performance. Measured small-signal
frequency responses are compared with Bode diagrams obtained from linear analytical models. The
analytical models are created by using a technique based on state space equations that is developed
in the thesis. In the thesis, switching frequencies and sampling frequencies from 5 to 7 kHz are
used. At such switching and sampling frequencies, nonlinearities and cross coupling caused by the
uniform PWM method and the coordinate transformation in the control system do not have any
significant effect on the small-signal frequency responses for frequencies below 1 kHz. It is,
however, shown that a more ideal performance of the vector control system can be obtained by
compensating for errors due to the non-ideal commutation caused by the blanking time and on-state
voltage drops across the non-ideal IGBT valves of the converter. Moreover, measurements have
shown that non-modeled losses in the line filter inductors have an impact on the small-signal
frequency responses. When voltage source converters are used as active filters, the performance of
the active filters are affected by phase shifts in the current control system, and also by the cross
coupling between the control of the active and the reactive currents. Different principles for
compensating for the phase shifts have been evaluated. Measurements show that it is possible to
compensate for the phase shifts and thereby obtain efficient active filters also at moderate switching
frequencies such as 5 to 7 kHz.

Keywords: Power electronics, Voltage source converter, IGBT valve, Line filter, L-filter, LCL-
filter, Pulse width modulation, switching frequency, sampling frequency, small-signal, frequency
response, transfer function, active filtering.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1. Power Converters and Power Quality

In this thesis, switching power converters for industrial applications are investigated. As a
result of tremendous developments in the semiconductor industry, switching pulse width
modulation (PWM) converters are becoming cheaper and available at increased power
levels. Today, PWM converters are widely used in industrial applications, such as
adjustable-speed drives (ASDs) and uninterruptible power supplies (UPSs). This is
advantageous since the use of power electronics results in equipment with higher
performance and lower energy consumption. The development is, however, not only
positive since almost all power electronic circuits behave as nonlinear loads. Therefore,
harmonic currents are injected into the grid.

The nonlinear loading of the grid increases continuously since the standards for the
emission of harmonic currents still allow a high total harmonic distortion. As a
consequence, the power quality is reduced in several ways. Usually a poor power quality
refers to the presence of disturbances and harmonic distortion in the grid voltage.
Harmonic distortion and disturbances may cause malfunction of equipment, such as
computers and ASDs. Harmonic currents can also cause fires due to overheating of
neutral conductors. The problem of harmonics can be solved either by reducing the
harmonic distortion, or by increasing immunity to harmonic distortion and designing the
system to provide efficient and safe operation even with a large amount of harmonics
present.

In industry, the major part of electricity is used to supply electrical machines. Due to the
increased prices for electricity and reduced cost of power converters, more and more
machines are being replaced with ASDs. In these drives, a converter from ac to dc voltage
(i.e., a rectifier) is connected to the grid. Today, line commutated rectifiers using diodes
or thyristors are used. Such a rectifier is a nonlinear load that generates harmonic
currents.

As a result of the development of new semiconductors and control computers, it would be
possible to use PWM rectifiers and, thereby, obtain sinusoidal line currents. Today,
PWM converters are mainly used as converters from dc voltage to ac voltage (i.e.,
inverters) in ASDs and in UPSs. Compared with line-commutated rectifiers, significantly
higher power quality and increased dynamic performance can be obtained with PWM
rectifiers. These rectifiers are not usually used today since existing harmonic standards
can be fulfilled by using cheap line-commutated rectifiers. This situation may, however,
change as soon as customers start to request grid friendly rectifiers. Such a development
can take place due to new standards that reduce the permitted emission of harmonic
currents, or due to a reduced cost for grid friendly rectifiers.



1.2. Line Interference and Control

To obtain a high efficiency and a high power rating from a PWM converter, the current
and the voltage across the semiconductor valves should not be high simultaneously. This
is solved by using PWM. At each switching of a valve, however, a high instantaneous
power dissipation occurs in the valve. Therefore, the switching times must be short to
obtain high efficiency and rated power. As a consequence of very low switching times of
below 1 us, high voltage derivatives occur at each switching of a valve. These voltage
derivatives give rise to disturbances at high frequencies. Both radiated and conducted
emission may occur. The disturbances caused by switching are, consequently, affected by
the switching frequency. If the switching frequency is reduced, the power dissipation in
the valves at each switching may be increased and the switching speed can, thus, be
reduced compared to operation at a higher switching frequency. Therefore, it is
advantageous to operate at moderate switching frequencies. In high-power applications,
the switching frequency has to be below a few kHz with the valves available today.

Due to the PWM principle, harmonics occur even when PWM converters are used. To
obtain a converter system with sinusoidal line currents and a low emission of disturbances
due to the switching, a line filter is connected between the converter and the grid. The
selection of the line filter is important since it affects both the power quality and the
dynamic performance. To obtain both low cost and high dynamic performance, a line
filter consisting of a series inductor in each phase can be used. This filter is called an L-
filter. To obtain sinusoidal line current with an L-filter, the switching frequency of the
converter, or the inductance of the line filter, has to be high. An alternative solution for
obtaining sinusoidal line currents, is to use low-pass filters, such as LC- or LCL-filters.
Such filters can be designed to have a very high attenuation of harmonics due to the PWM
even at moderate switching frequencies.

In most applications for grid connected PWM converters, a control system that can
control the active and the reactive current independently is appropriate. At low switching
frequencies, controllers based on stationary models of the line filter, such as power angle
controllers are often used. At high switching frequencies, however, the ability to obtain a
high bandwidth by using vector control should by utilized. In a vector control system, the
active and reactive current and, consequently, the active and the reactive power, are
controlled by separate controllers. As a result, a high bandwidth and a low cross coupling
between the control of the active and the reactive currents can be obtained. The final
performance of the control system depends on the line filter, on the switching frequency,
and on the control principle. In some applications, such as the active filtering of current
harmonics, the phase-shifts and the cross coupling between the control of the active and
the reactive currents should be predicted in order to obtain the desired performance.

In the design of control systems for PWM converters, analytical models are important for
the prediction of dynamic performance with different control laws and system parameters.
Using linear time-invariant (LTT) models is most attractive since it is much more complex
to design control systems for nonlinear and time-variant systems.



1.3. The Present Thesis

In applications for grid-connected voltage source converters, obtaining a high power
quality and dynamic performance is important. In addition, independent control of the
active and the reactive powers should be obtained.

An important goal of the thesis is to compare the power quality and dynamic performance
of vector controlled PWM converters connected to the grid by an L-filter and an LCL-
filter. The dynamic performance and power quality are affected by nonlinearities in the
converter system. The thesis investigates different nonlinearities and their influence on
dynamic performance and power quality. To reduce the complexity of the system design,
linear analytical models should be used. Methods of analytical modeling and the accuracy
of linear analytical models are studied by comparing frequency responses obtained from
analytical models and measured small-signal frequency responses. In the active filtering
of harmonic currents, phase shifts between the reference currents and the active and
reactive currents, and cross coupling between the control of the active and the reactive
currents reduce the performance. Methods to predict and compensate for phase-shifts are
dealt with and the influence of cross coupling are displayed.

The thesis consists of two parts. In Chapters 2 and 3 of Part I, different phenomena that
influence the controllability and power quality are described, and references to previous
publications in the area of research are given. Furthermore, the objectives and some of the
results of the publications appended in Part II are described. Chapter 2 gives an
introduction to vector control of PWM converters and describes different nonlinearities.
Chapter 3 deals with analytical modeling. In Chapter 4, the objectives and results of the
publications in Part II of the thesis are summarized and Chapter 5 concludes the thesis
work. Part II of the thesis consists of the appended publications.






Chapter 2

Control System Design and Influence of Nonlinearities

In this chapter, an introduction to vector control of grid-connected PWM converters is
presented. The operating principle of a vector controlled PWM converter connected to a three-
phase grid is described, as well as different parts of the converter system that introduce
nonlinearities and consequently affect the performance of the converter system.

In the literature, control principles usually applied for linear systems, such as PI control
[1][2], state feedback control [3][4], as well as control principles intended for nonlinear
systems are proposed. Another most frequently proposed control structure is to use
comparators that control the phase currents, or the active and reactive currents of a vector
control system, within specified tolerance bands [5]-[7]. Such a controller, along with phase
current estimators, can be used to obtain sensorless current control [7].

Among the control principles intended for nonlinear systems, neural network controllers and
fuzzy logic controllers [8]-[10], are becoming popular. The control principle of neural
networks is based on the learning of the control system based on the consequences of
different operations. When a fuzzy logic controller is used, the operation of the converter is
determined by predetermined rules. By using such a controller, the operation of the converter
can be programmed to obtain high performance by using a physical knowledge of the system.
As an example, it is possible to implement a vector control system without measuring the line
voltages by using fuzzy logic control [9]. In some publications, other control principles for
nonlinear systems, such as sliding mode control [11] and Lyaponov based control [12], are
proposed.

When hysteresis controllers such as tolerance band and fuzzy controllers are used, neither
parameter variation in the line filter nor errors caused by the PWM converter or by non-
symmetrical or distorted grid voltages have a significant impact on the performance of the
converter system. However, when hysteresis controllers are used, it is usually difficult to
predict the harmonic spectra of the line currents since the switching frequency of the
converter varies with the operating conditions and the amplitude of the phase voltages of the
grid.

In the thesis, the objective is to investigate the performance of linear control systems that can
be modeled by linear analytical models. Nonlinear controllers such as hysteresis controllers
are, consequently, not studied. In the thesis, predictive vector controllers are used. Using
such a controller is appropriate for obtaining both high dynamic performance and phase
currents with a specified harmonic distortion. For a predictive vector controller, the dynamic
performance depends on the linearity of the PWM converter, on the line filter, and on the
control principle used.



2.1. The Operating Principle of a Vector Controlled PWM
Converter

A principal scheme of a PWM converter with a predictive vector control system is displayed
in Fig. 2.1. The control system is based on an inner loop and an outer loop. The inner loop
controls the power between the dc link and the grid, while the reference current of the inner
loop is provided by the outer loop and depends on the application. In Fig. 2.1, the outer loop
is designed to control the dc voltage of the load. To obtain sinusoidal line currents, a line
filter is connected between the converter and the grid. The line filter attenuates the voltage
harmonics caused by the PWM converter and is also necessary in the control of the power
between the dc link and the grid.
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Fig. 2.1. System layout vector controlled PWM converter connected to a three-phase grid.

In PWM converters for ac applications, vector control systems can be utilized to obtain
independent control of the active and the reactive powers. One of the most advantageous
characteristic of a vector control system is that vectors of ac currents and voltages occur as
constant vectors in steady state. Therefore, static errors in the control system can be avoided
by using PI controllers. The theory for modeling three-phase systems by using vector theory
was originally developed to analyze transient phenomena in ac machines [13][14]. Later on,
vector theory was applied to the analysis and control of grid-connected converters [15].
Today, vector theory is widely used in the control of three-phase PWM converters.

In a vector control system, three-phase currents and voltages are described as vectors in a
complex reference frame, usually called the of-frame. In addition, for a grid-connected
converter, a rotating reference frame that is synchronized to the grid-flux vector is introduced;
this frame is usually called the dg-frame. Since the dg-frame is synchronized to the positive-
sequence fundamental part of the grid-flux vector, positive-sequence voltages and currents of
the fundamental frequency occur as constant vectors in the dg-frame in steady state. In



systems with a significant voltage harmonic distortion and non-symmetrical grid voltages, the
control system should separate the positive-sequence voltages from the negative-sequence
voltages [16], and take into account the influence of the voltage harmonics of the grid
voltages [17].

In the literature, no standard definition seems to be used and the d-axis is used to represent
the direction of the grid-voltage vector, as well as the grid-flux vector. In this thesis, the grid-
voltage vector occurs in the g-direction, and the grid-flux vector in the d-direction. The angle
between the a-axis of the apf-frame and the d-axis of the dg-frame is used in the
transformations between the o8- and the dg-frame. In Fig. 2.1, the angle between the a-axis

of the aff-frame and the d-axis of the dg-frame is denoted by 6 and by 6;. 6 is the angle at
the time instant of the sample k,f;. The value of the angle 6 is obtained by using a

synchronization method [18].

As described in Fig. 2.1, the currents and voltages used in the control system are sampled
and AD converted in the block S&H and AD. In the measurements in the thesis, all currents
and voltages are sampled synchronously at the same instants of time. Sampling the phase-
currents synchronously is important, since a significant current ripple occurs in the phase-
currents. The AD converted currents and voltages are transformed into d- and g-components
in the dg-frame, where individual controllers for the active and the reactive powers are used.

When high sampling frequencies are used, a time delay of one sampling interval occurs in the
control loop due to the AD conversion and the calculation time in the digital control system.
At low switching frequencies, such as 1 kHz, it is possible to avoid the delay of one
sampling interval since each sampling interval starts with the output of the same voltage
vector for a long time. Normally, high sampling frequencies are used, and a time delay of one
sampling interval occurs in the feedback loop. The voltage vector required by the control
system during the sampling interval from sample k+1 to sample k+2 is, consequently, based
on the sampled currents and voltages at the sample k. The reference voltages for the phase
voltages of the VSC are obtained by transforming the reference voltage in the dg-frame back
into the three-phase system. To obtain the d- and g-voltages required by the controllers on
average during the sampling interval from k+1 to k+2, the angle 0; in the transformation
from the dg-frame to the af3-frame, is the average angle of the grid-flux vector during the
sampling interval from k+1 to k+2.

A three-phase voltage is transformed into a vector in the aff-frame by the transformation

5 27 el
ulaﬁ(ua,ub,uc)=\3tua+ube 3 vue 3 (2.1)

In the transformation, the factor.2/3 is introduced to obtain a power invariant
transformation. Thus, the same power in the two-axis system and in the three-phase system.
In the thesis, power invariant transformations are used exclusively. In the literature,
amplitude invariant transformations are also commonly used. When amplitude invariant
transformations are used, the phase currents and voltages can be directly obtained as the
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projections of current vectors and voltage vectors on the reference axes of the three phases, at
the angles 0, 2r/3 rad and -2 /3 rad.

The phase voltages of the VSC are defined by

I/lla = V]a - VO (22)
UWp =Vip — Vo (23)
g = Vig = Vg (2.4)

where vy is the potential in the neutral point, andv;,, vy; and v, are the phase potentials of

phase a, phase b, and phase c, respectively. Thus, the voltage vector of the VSC can be
written as

2n 2 ( 2 _27”\
Vig +Vipe S +vie 3 —VOL1+e 3 e 3J (2.5)

Mlaﬂ(uaaub ’uc) =

2
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Since PWM is used, each phase of the converter is connected to the positive or the negative
side of the dc link. In analytical models, the converter can be conveniently modeled by
introducing switching states. In these models, the voltage drops across the valves are usually
not taken into account. Furthermore, the models assume that the converter switches
instantaneously. By using the switching states s,,,, §,, and s,,. that can be equal to 1 or

—1, the phase potentials of the VSC can be written

Uge

Via = Swa 2 (2.6)
u

Vib = Swb % (27)
u

Vie = Sye % (2.8)

Now, the voltage vector of the VSC can be written as

2 Udc

P (S0 350 2Sy0e) = \]—7 Syq FSywp€ O + Sy O J (2.9)

By introducing a switching vector, this can be simplified to

P = u g 5w (2.10)

where the switching vector is defined by

1
swb = '\6sta +Spe O Sl O (2.11)



The three switches of the converter can be combined in eight ways; the resulting voltage
vectors for these combinations are displayed in Fig. 2.2. A vector u(swa S\b ,swc) with
switching states s,,,,=1,s,,,=—1, and s,,.=—1 is denoted by u(100).
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Fig. 2.2. The voltage vectors of the ideal VSC .

2.2. Influence of PWM Method and Switching Frequency

In the design of a PWM converter system with a predictive current controller, the selection of
the modulation principle and the switching frequency are important for obtaining the desired
performance. The switching frequency has an impact on the current harmonic distortion, the
losses in the line filter and the converter valves, as well as the accuracy and the dynamic
performance of the current control system. It is important that the output voltages of the
converter are linear functions of the reference voltages. To obtain linear operation, the ratio
between the switching frequency and the frequency of the modulated signal, called the
frequency ratio, should be sufficiently high [19][20]. Moreover, due to the PWM, harmonic
voltages at the converter output occur at frequencies close to multiples of the switching
frequency.

If a high switching frequency is used, the harmonics caused by the PWM can be attenuated
by the use of a small line filter. Furthermore, a high switching frequency makes it possible to
use a high sampling frequency in the digital control system since the maximum feasible
sampling frequency is twice the switching frequency.

The main drawback of a high switching frequency is that the losses in the valves become
high. To avoid high losses, the semiconductor valves can be switched rapidly. However,
rapid switching increases the high frequency distortion introduced by the converter into the
grid and also gives rise to high voltage derivatives that may damage the insulation of the line
filter connected between the converter and the grid.

An alternative solution for reducing the losses of the semiconductor valves is to use soft
switching. In such a converter, usually called a resonant or quasi-resonant converter, the



commutation of the valves takes place at zero current or zero voltage [21]. Such solutions are
often proposed for de-dc converters and also for ac-dc converters [10], [22]-[24].

Another important advantage of resonant converters is that the reduced voltage derivatives of
the converter output voltages reduces the high frequency distortion and also allow the use of
long cables between the converter and the line filter or the machine [23].

By using a randomized PWM method, a more continuous spectrum than with a regular PWM
method using a constant sampling frequency is obtained [25]. Such methods are often utilized
to reduce the audible noise in ASDs. One drawback of randomized methods is that the design
of the current control system becomes more complex [26]. Randomized methods are mainly
proposed for inverters in ASDs.

In digitally controlled PWM converters with predictive controllers, space vector modulation
(SVM) or carrier-wave based PWM is used. For SVM, the time instants at which each
switching is to be performed are evaluated analytically. In a carrier-wave based method,
reference voltages are compared with a triangular or sawtooth wave, and the commutations
occur at the intersection of the references and the wave. When three-phase voltages are
compared with a single carrier wave, a sub-oscillating carrier-wave PWM method is obtained
[27]. Thus, a sub-oscillating method denotes a PWM method for three-phase systems. When
a sub-oscillating method is used, an optimized PWM method should be implemented to fully
utilize the dc voltage [27][28]. An important advantage of SVM is that the number of
switchings during each sampling interval can be reduced in comparison with a carrier-wave
based method [29].

The modulation method has an impact on the size of the line filter. The influence of different
modulation methods on the line filter can be studied by using a frequency analysis of the
modulation methods [30]. For each PWM method, it is important to synchronize the
sampling of the phase currents to the time instants corresponding to the average values of the
phase currents. When this is performed accurately, the current harmonic distortion introduced
by the PWM converter is not present in the sampled phase currents and consequently not in
the d- and g-currents either. Sampling at the accurate time instants is most important in
systems with high ripple currents due to high current derivatives [31]. For a sub-oscillating
PWM method with a triangular carrier-wave, the time instants corresponding to the average
phase currents occur at the maximum and the minimum of the triangular carrier wave.

When a sub-oscillating method is used, a reference value for each phase voltage is compared
with a common carrier wave, as illustrated in Fig. 2.3. In the figure, the sampling frequency
is equal to the switching frequency. The voltage vectors #(000)and u(111) result in the same
output voltage and consequently, three different voltage vectors are active during one
sampling interval.
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Fig. 2.3. Triangular carrier-wave based PWM and the output voltage vectors of the VSC during

one sampling interval. The switching frequency is equal to the sampling frequency.

To obtain the voltage vector that is required by the vector controller, the reference vector in
the dg-frame is transformed into a vector in the af3-frame. Due to the uniform sampling, the
reference voltage vector is constant during the sampling interval. The reference voltage vector
in the aff-frame is determined by

{03 \
JrO+—w,Ty
w @B = ydarg\ 28 (2.12)

where wg is the angular frequency of the grid and7g is the sampling time. The

transformation angle in the exponent, 0}, is equal to the average angle during the succeeding
sampling interval. In this transformation, it is also possible to compensate for small time
delays of a few us due to the gate circuits and the capacitive gates of the valves.

The reference vector required by the control system is obtained on average during the
sampling interval, assuming that the d- and g-components of the voltage vectors of the VSC
are constant throughout the sampling interval. Furthermore, the converter should switch
according to the PWM pattern determined by the PWM circuit. However, the d- and ¢-
components of the different voltage vectors are projections of the voltage vectors of the VSC
onto the dg-frame and are, therefore, functions of the angle of the dg-frame. Consequently,
due to the rotation of the d- and g-axes during the sampling intervals, time varying errors
occur in the average voltage vector during the sampling intervals. The errors correspond to a
nonlinearity and a coupling between the d- and g-directions in the control system.

The average d- and g-components obtained as a function of the angle of the reference voltage
vector are displayed in Figs. 2.4 and 2.5 for a sampling frequency equal to the switching
frequency, and for a sampling frequency at twice the switching frequency, respectively. A
reference voltage vector of 0 V in the d-direction and of 400 V in the g-direction has been
applied. The results have been obtained by integrating the projection of each voltage vector
used during a sampling interval onto the d- and g-axes and dividing the result by the angle of
one sampling interval.
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According to Fig. 2.4, only minor errors occur when the sampling frequency is equal to the
switching frequency. As shown in Fig. 2.5, significant errors that change signs between two
sampling intervals occur if the sampling frequency is twice the switching frequency. This is
unfortunate since it is important to use as high sampling frequency as possible at low
switching frequencies, in order to reduce the time delay in the digital control system.
However, as shown in Figs 2.4 and 2.5, the errors are functions of the angle of the reference
voltage vector, and the sampling frequency, and it should, thus, be possible to compensate
for the errors.
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Fig. 24. The average d- and q-components of the converter output voltage vector during the
sampling intervals when the reference voltage vector rotates from 0 to 60 degrees in the ofj-
frame. The sampling frequency is equal to the switching frequency. The sampling frequency is
1.25 kHz (solid triangles), 2.5 kHz (triangles), and 5 kHz (circles).
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Fig. 2.5. The average d- and q-components of the converter output voltage vector during the
sampling intervals when the reference voltage vector rotates from 0 to 60 degrees in the of3-
frame. The sampling frequency is twice the switching frequency. The sampling frequency is 2.5
kHz (triangles), 5 kHz (circles) and 10 kHz (squares).
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The influence of the PWM method on the small-signal performance of PWM converters has
been investigated by a few authors. An analog control system using continuous natural
sampling PWM has been investigated in [17]. Natural sampling PWM denotes that the
reference voltages of the PWM change during the sampling intervals; this is the case in an
analog control system. In a digital control system, a uniform sampling PWM is normally
used and the reference voltages are constant during the sampling intervals. In [17], the
transfer functions from a reference voltage vector to an output voltage vector of an ideally
switched PWM converter were investigated. Constant gain was obtained except for the
frequencies where harmonics due to the PWM occur.

Analytical expressions of the spectral output for sinusoidal inputs with carrier-wave based
PWM can be obtained by using the technique described in [19]; both natural sampling and
uniform sampling have been considered. According to this reference, natural sampling is
linear and the phase-shift is zero. With uniform sampling, the amplitude of the fundamental
output is a function of the frequency ratio and, furthermore, a phase-shift is introduced.
Publication [19] presents theoretical results, and consequently describes the operation of an
ideally switching converter with ideal valves that switch according to the PWM pattern
obtained from the modulator. Thus, only the influence of the PWM method is studied.

In [32], the linearity of a uniform space-vector PWM method was studied in the dg-frame.
Measured and theoretical transfer functions from reference voltages in the d- and g-directions
to average voltages in the d- and g-directions were displayed. These transfer functions are
nonlinear and in addition time variant with the angle of the reference voltage vector. The
nonlinearity varies with the ratio between the PWM frequency and the frequency of the
reference voltage, and also with the amplitude of the components of the reference voltage
vector. In addition to the nonlinear gain, a cross coupling between the d- and g-directions
was displayed. According to the publication, uniform PWM methods are nonlinear. The
measured results are, however, influenced not only by the uniform PWM method, but also
by the dg-transformations and the errors caused by the non-ideal valves of the converter.

In the thesis, the small-signal transfer functions from current references in the d- and the g-
directions to currents obtained in the d- and g-directions are presented in Publications C, D
and G. An important objective of these publications has been to study the influence of
nonlinearities and to verify whether any nonlinearity or cross coupling is introduced in
comparison with the ideal performance of the vector control system. In Publication C and
D, the L-type line-filter is used. In Publication G, transfer functions are also presented for
the LCL-filter. In all publications, high performance predictive vector controllers are
developed and utilized.

In Publication C, small-signal transfer functions for different current controllers of the P-
and PI-type are presented. The transfer functions are compared with Bode-diagrams obtained
from linear analytical models. No significant coupling is introduced by the PWM method and
the coordinate transformations between the af3- and the dg-frame. In the publications in the
thesis, the switching frequency has been from 6 to 7.2 kHz, and the sampling frequency has
been equal to the switching frequency. As displayed in Fig. 2.4, the influence of the
coordinate transformations has been of minor significance.

13



As described in Publicaton C, the transfer functions are affected by losses in the line filter
and by the errors introduced by the non-ideal converter.

In Publications D, the influence of the losses is described further by comparing operations
with two different inductors. Transfer functions are presented for line filter inductors with
oriented and non-oriented cores of 0.3 and 0.5 mm laminations, respectively. The publication
also describes the influence of the operating point based on measured small-signal frequency
responses both in inverter and rectifier operations. In Publication G, small-signal
frequency responses are used to verify the dynamic performance of a control principle for the
LCL-filter.

2.3. Nonlinearities due to the Non-ideal Converter

In the converter, nonlinearities occur due to two different phenomena: blanking time and
forward voltage across valves.

The nonlinearity due to the blanking time occurs as a result of the non-instantaneous
commutation of a valve. Each commutation between two valves in a phase leg is divided into
two steps. First, the valve that is conducting is turned off. Since a semiconductor valve needs
time to recover before it can block voltages, a blanking time is introduced between the turn-
off of one valve and the turn-on of the other valve in the phase leg. If the transistor is
conducting in the valve that is turned off, the diode in the valve that is to be turned on starts to
conduct as soon as the transistor is turned off. Thus, the switching time instant is not
influenced by the blanking time. At a commutation from a diode to a transistor, the
commutation is delayed by the blanking time since the diode in the conducting valve is not
affected by the gate of the valve. The delay of the commutation introduces an error

Thiank
—ent 2.13
T (2.13)

N

Aupignk = Uge

between the average phase voltage during a sampling interval and the phase voltage required
by the PWM modulator. 7}, is the blanking time and 7 is the sampling time.

Thus, a commutation from the lower valve to the upper valve is delayed by the blanking time
if the phase current is positive, according to the reference direction in Fig. 2.1. A
commutation from the upper valve to the lower valve is delayed by the blanking time if the

current is negative. Consequently, the average voltage during a sampling interval is reduced
by Aup,,x if the current is positive at the commutation from the lower valve to the upper

valve and is increased by Auwup,,. . if the current is negative at the commutation from the
upper valve to the lower valve.

If the sampling frequency is equal to the switching frequency, two commutations occur in
each phase during a sampling interval. In this case, the average phase voltage is increased by
Aup i if the current is negative at both commutations, and reduced by Auy,,,, if the
current is positive at both commutations. If the current is positive at the first commutation and
negative at the second commutation, errors of different signs occur and the total error due to
the blanking time is zero. Similarly, if the current is negative at the first commutation and
positive at the second commutation, no errors are introduced by the blanking time.
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Consequently, no error occurs if the phase-current has different signs at the two
commutations during a sampling interval. For a converter with IGBT valves, blanking times
of a few us are used; this is sufficient to introduce significant errors at switching frequencies
above a few kHz.

In addition to the errors introduced by the blanking time, the forward voltage across the
valves gives rise to an error between the reference phase voltages and the average phase
voltages. The forward voltage across the transistor, u,,7, and the diode, u,,, of the valves

can be determined from the equations
Uonp = Upo + Roupl (2.14)

UonT = UDO + RonTi (215)

where Up, and Urp are the no-load voltages for the diode and the transistor, respectively,
and R,,p and R, are the resistances for the diode and the transistor, respectively.

The forward voltage across the valves varies with the rated current of the valves. In the
publications in Part II of the thesis, IGBT valves with a rated current of 400 A have been
used. According to the data sheets, the typical voltage across the transistor is 3 V at the rated
current 400 A. The the forward voltage across the valves have been identified from
measurements of the voltage across the valves for phase currents between 0 and 50 A. The
resulting parameters are listed in Table I.

TABLEI
MEASURED PARAMETERS OF THE IGBT VALVES USED IN THE THESIS
Upp=105V Uro=108V R,,p=10 mQ R =12 mQ

As reported in [33], the harmonic distortion of the phase currents for electrical machines
supplied by PWM inverters can be reduced by compensating for the nonlinearities caused by
the blanking time and non-ideal valves. In ASDs with IGBT valves, the current ripple caused
by the PWM is usually low due to high switching frequencies and due to the leakage
inductance of the machine. At low ripple currents, it is sufficient to use the sign of the phase
current at the samples in the compensation for errors. When converters are connected to the
grid, however, the current ripple caused by the PWM may be high, especially in systems
with a high transient capability and when the LCL-filter is used. In systems with a high
current ripple, the sign of the phase currents at the commutations may be the opposite of the
sign at the sample. In such a system, a method for predicting the sign of the phase currents at
the commutations during each sampling interval should be used to compensate for the error
caused by the blanking time accurately.

In the thesis, methods for compensating errors caused by the non-ideal valves and by the
blanking time for grid-connected PWM converters are dealt with. The goal has been to
investigate the influence of the valves and study if small-signal performance can be improved
by including feedforward compensation for the errors.

In Publication C, it is verified that the dynamic performance can be increased and that the
coupling between the d- and g-directions can be reduced by compensating for the errors
caused by the blanking time and non-ideal valves. In the publication, the compensation
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function is not used at low currents to avoid erroneous compensation due to the current ripple
caused by the PWM.

Publication D shows the influence of the compensation function at different operating
points.

In Publication E, a compensation method based on prediction is introduced to make it
possible to compensate for errors due to the blanking time even at low currents, and in
systems with a high current ripple. The phase currents and the currents in the dg-frame are
shown in the time domain with and without the compensation method based on prediction.
The operation of the compensation principle is verified at different operating points, and also
at low currents, where the phase currents change signs between the commutations during a
large part of the line period.

2.4. Influence of Line Filter

In applications of voltage source converters, two types of line filters are mainly used: the L-
filter and the LCL-filter. The L-filter is a first-order filter that is obtained by using a series
inductor in each phase. With the L-filter, the switching frequency of the converter has to be
high to obtain sufficient attenuation of the harmonics caused by the PWM converter at a
reasonable size of the line filter. An LCL-filter is obtained by connecting capacitors in delta-
or wye-connection on the line side of the L-filter. Furthermore, inductors are connected on
the line side of the capacitors to stop current harmonics from parallel loads from overloading
the capacitors of the line filter. The inductors on the line side of the capacitors are also used to
tune the resonance frequency of the line filter. Since capacitors are used in the LCL-filter,
reactive power is produced. This makes the filter most suitable for applications where the
converter system is used to generate reactive power.

The LCL-filter has two main advantages compared to the L-filter. When the LCL-filter is
used, the attenuation of the harmonics that are caused by the PWM converter increases at a
rate of 60 dB per decade above the resonance frequency in comparison with the increase of
20 dB per decade for the L-filter. This is most advantageous since it makes it possible to
obtain sinusoidal line currents even at low and moderate PWM frequencies.

The possibility of using a low inductance in the line filter is the second main advantage of the
LCL-filter; if high switching frequencies are used, the total inductance of the line filter can be
reduced as compared with the L-filter. In such a system, the transient performance of the
converter system can be very high since the dc voltage required for performing current steps
is proportional to the inductance of the line filter. When the L-filter is used, the transient
response is limited by the inductance required to obtain sufficient attenuation of the harmonics
caused by the PWM. The transient response at overmodulation can be optimized to obtain the
fastest possible response or to avoid coupling between the d- and g-directions [34][34].
Moreover, integrator wind-up should be avoided when overmodulation occurs.

Selecting the parameters of an LCL-filter is a complicated task. The resonance frequency
should be set to obtain sufficient attenuation of the harmonics caused by the PWM converter.
In applications above approximately 500 kVA, the switching frequency should be below
approximately 1-2 kHz with the semiconductor valves available today. Therefore, to obtain
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sinusoidal line currents, the resonance frequency of the filter should be set to approximately
0.5 to 1 kHz. At more moderate power levels, higher switching frequencies, such as 5 to 10
kHz can be used. In this case, a resonance frequency of a few kHz is appropriate.

The losses in the line-filter inductors, especially in the inductor connected to the converter,
are affected by the switching frequency of the PWM converter. If inductors with a low
inductance are connected on the converter side of the capacitors, a significant current ripple
occurs, and to avoid saturation of the magnetic core, the physical size of the inductors may
need to be almost as large as the size of the inductors with a higher inductance.

In addition to the static characteristics, the dynamic performance of the control system is
affected by the resonance frequency since it is difficult to obtain a bandwidth above the
resonance frequency. Furthermore, harmonic distortion of the grid voltages or current
harmonics injected by parallel loads may initiate oscillations between the capacitors of the line
filter and the inductance of the line. To avoid oscillations, the resonance frequency of the line
filter should be set to a frequency with a low harmonic distortion.

When the L-filter is used, predictive dead-beat vector controllers or hysteresis controllers are
usually used. To obtain dead-beat performance, compensation for the time delay of one
sampling interval should be incorporated into the controllers. If no compensation is used, an
oscillatory behavior is obtained at high gains such as dead-beat gain. In general, prediction
methods can be used for the compensation [36][37]. Another solution is to utilize two
intervals of PWM during each sampling interval. This facilitates supplying the desired voltage
vector within one sampling interval [38]. However, when such a method is used, setting the
sampling frequency to twice the switching frequency is not possible.

Control principles for the LCL-filter have been described in a few publications. In [2],
different PWM methods and controllers for a VSC connected to the grid by LCL-filters are
described. It is concluded that a modulation method with a fixed switching frequency should
be used to obtain a stable system, since harmonics at frequencies close to the resonance
frequency of the line filter give rise to a nonstable system otherwise.

In [10], the static characteristics of a control principle utilizing space vector modulation, as
well as a fuzzy logic controller are compared. It is verified that the fuzzy controller increases
the performance compared to the SVM controller. At low loads, a significant current
harmonic distortion occur at frequencies of a few hundred Hz when a controller utilizing
SVM is applied . These harmonics at low frequencies are significantly reduced by the use of
the fuzzy controller. Another advantage of the fuzzy controller is that the calculation time in
the digital control system is reduced by 30 % compared to the SVM controller. Moreover, a
soft switching VSC is successfully implemented and connected to the grid by an LCL-filter in
[10].

A high-performance predictive vector control principle has been presented in [28]. In [28],
the controller is used as a tracking controller in the active filtering of current harmonics.
Furthermore, a control principle without current sensors has been described in [39].
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In this thesis, dynamic performances of converters connected to the grid by the L-filter as
well as the LCL-filter are dealt with. An important goal has been to investigate the potential of
obtaining a high dynamic performance also for the LCL-filter.

In Publication C, the dynamic performance obtained when using an L-filter and a
predictive dead-beat current control system is investigated. In the publication, measure small-
signal frequency responses for different current controllers of the P- and PI-type are
presented.

In Publication F, a control principle for the LCL-filter designed to reduce the number of
measurements is presented. In this control principle, the inner current loop is used to
attenuate oscillations in the capacitor voltage. When this control principle is used, only the
currents in the inner current loop and the line voltages are measured. Thus, the number of
measurements is the same as for the L-filter. Still, rather a high dynamic performance is
obtained, as shown in simulations. Moreover, a method for compensating for the time delay
of one sampling interval is introduced. The method uses the prediction of the d- and g-
currents to compensate for the time delay and is based on a dead-beat current response. The
method for compensating for the time delay has been used in the measurements in each
publication in Part II of the thesis.

In Publication G, the capacitor voltages are measured and used to improve the performance
as compared with the principle in Publication F. Measured small-signal frequency
responses are presented for the LCL-filter, as well as for the L-filter with a dead-beat control
system. A similar dynamic performance is obtained with the LCL-filter and the L-filter. In the
publication, the dynamic performance of the current control systems are also verified by the
active filtering of the current harmonics generated by a parallel thyristor rectifier.
Furthermore, different principles of active filtering are compared. As shown by
measurements, the performance of an active filter is reduced due to phase shifts between the
reference current components in the d- and g-directions and the currents in the d-and g-
directions in the vector control system. The result is also affected by coupling between the d-
and g-directions. As verified by the measurements, by compensating for the phase shifts in
the current control system of the VSC, it is possible to implement efficient active filters even
when high phase shifts occur in the vector current control system of the VSC.
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Chapter 3

Analytical Modeling

In the design of control systems for PWM converters, analytical models are important
tools for predicting dynamic performance and stability limits of different control laws and
system parameters. This chapter deals with techniques to model vector controlled grid
connected VSCs.

3.1. State Space Modeling of VSCs Connected to the Grid

The system to be modeled is described in Fig. 3.1. In the thesis, the inductance L g,;y is

assumed to be zero and the g-axis of the dg-frame is synchronized to the vector set up by
the voltages uy,, uyp, and uy.. If a significant inductance is present, the angle of the

dg-frame changes rapidly at steps in the line currents, and the inductance L, should be
included in the analytical models.

i
load
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Fig. 3.1. Main circuit of the VSC connected to a three-phase grid.
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The ac side of the converter system is modeled by differential equations for each phase.
Assuming that the inductors are not saturated and that iron losses and copper losses due to
the skin effect can be neglected, the equations for the L-filter are

di
Ly 59 4 Ryiy = uy, - s (3.1)
dt
di
L1Q+Rll‘b =Up —Upp (32)
dt
di
Llf +R1ic = Ul — U, (33)
1

By using vector notation, these equations can be written in the off-frame

-aﬂ
L dih + R = u %P — u, %P (3.4)

and in the rotating dg-frame as

didd 4
@ 1 dq _ .dq _ oy, ndq
L +(Ry +jogLy )i = 1% — uy (3.5)
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The decoupled equation can be written in the state space form as

d;‘L —A;x; +Bu; (3.6)
t

where the state vector and the input vector are defined by

X[ =[id iq]T (3.7)
and
uy, =[M1d Ulg U2d qu]T (3.8)

respectively. The system matrix and the input matrix are given by

Ry
A = R, (3.9)
and

o L

L L
B, =" | L (3.10)

0 — 0 -—

Ly Ly

The state space equation for the ac side of the system is linear for the L-filter. The same
applies for the LCL-filter as shown in Publication G.
The dc side of the system is modeled by the equation

dl/tdc
dt

Cdc = iload - idc (3.11)

The current in the dc link can be found from the power of the ac side since the power on
the dc side must be equal to the power on the ac side of the converter. Here, the losses in
the valves are neglected. The instantaneous power on the ac side and the dc side of the
converter can be obtained from

Pac = Re{zlaﬁ zlaﬁ*} (3.12)
and
Pdc = Udclde (3.13)
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respectively. As shown in Chapter 2, the voltage vector of the converter can be described
by a switching function. By inserting (2.10) into (3.12), and setting (3.12) equal to
(3.13), the dc current is obtained as

iy = Re{waﬁ ilaﬁ*} (3.14)

which is equal to

Ige = SWqlg +5Wgig (3.15)

where sw, and sw g are the a.- and B-components of the switching vector sw  The dc

current can also be written in dg-coordinates as
ige =SWqlg +swqiq (3.16)
As aresult, a complete state space equation in the dg-coordinates for the VSC connected

to the grid by the L-filter, can be formed by adding the first order equation

dl/tdc
dt

Cdc = iload—swdl’d —Squq (317)

to the state space equation (3.6). Thus, the system order is increased by one when the dc
side is included in the model. The system is both nonlinear and time variant since
switching functions that are functions of the states occur in the system matrix. This is a
main drawback since it is much more complex to evaluate the stability and dynamic
performance of nonlinear systems [40]. However, a linearized small-signal model can be
used to obtain the transfer-function matrix of the linearized system [17]. In the linearized
model, the PWM converter is assumed to be linear and the switching behavior of the
converter is omitted. As a result, the output vector of the converter is assumed to have a

constant amplitude and rotate at a constant angular frequency in steady state. In this case,

the components of the switching vector, sw; and sw ¢ » are constants and the system can,

thus, be linearized in the operating point sw goand sw .o of the switching vector.

In [17], transfer functions for VSCs are derived for linearized models of the VSC
connected to the grid. Transfer function matrices are derived both in the af-frame and in
the dg-frame. The poles of the transfer functions of the linearized model are significantly
affected by the operating point. Therefore, the Bode diagrams or the eigenvalues of the
linearized system model should be studied at no load and at full load rectifier as well as
inverter operations.

The modeling of the closed loop system is a complicated task due to the multiple-input
multiple-output (MIMO) structure of the system. In [17], the control system for the dc
voltage of a VSC is designed by the use of the transfer function matrices of the linearized
system. In this publication, an analog control system is modeled. Therefore, the time
delay occurring in a predictive digital control system is not present. Still, the transfer
functions become complicated. The gains in the control system were tuned to obtain
sufficient amplitude and gain margins in the operating point with the lowest gain and
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amplitude margins. The stability of nonlinear control systems should, however, be
studied by the use of methods for nonlinear systems in order to guarantee stability not
only for small-signal pertubations in the vicinity of the operating point, usually denoted
by global stability [40]. Such a technique is utilized in [12].

In the thesis, the dynamic performance of different current control systems are studied by
using state space equations. An important objective is to study if the dynamic performance
of the current control system can be predicted by using Bode-diagrams of linear analytical
models. In each publication in Part II of the thesis, the dc voltage is assumed to be
constant or slowly varying, and the equation for the dc voltage is not included in the state
space models of the converter system. In the measurements, variations in the dc voltage
are compensated in the reference voltages of the PWM. As a result, small variations in the
dc voltage do not affect the performance of the current control system.

In Publication B, the modeling of the closed-loop converter system by means of a
discrete state space equation is described. In the publication, the time-delay of one
sampling interval is conveniently taken into account by modeling the converter voltage
vector and the time delay of one sampling interval by using state variables. The reference
voltage vector from the control system is assumed to be obtained on average during each
sampling interval, with a time delay of one sampling interval. Consequently, the errors
introduced by the blanking time and the non-ideal valves, as well as the errors introduced
by the coordinate transformations are neglected. The state vector of the line filters is
expanded with two states, one state for each component of the voltage vector. As a result,
the transfer functions for the closed-loop system conveniently can be obtained by the z-
transformation of the discrete state space equation, or directly by using the Matlab T™M
function DBODE, intended for state space models.

In Publications C, D and G, measured small-signal frequency responses are compared
with Bode diagrams obtained from an analytical model created by the technique described
in Publication B. The small-signal frequency responses are affected by the blanking
time and the non-ideal valves, and also by the losses in the line filter, still, the measured
frequency responses at different operating points are very similar to the Bode diagrams
obtained from the linear analytical models. The linearity of the system, however, relies on
the linearity of the PWM and that the errors due to coordinate transformations are small.
Therefore, the results may be different at lower sampling frequencies.
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Chapter 4

Summary of Appended Publications

The publications appended in Part II of the thesis can be divided into three sections.
Section one deals with the line interference of PWM converters. In section two, analytical
modeling and the influence of nonlinearities on the dynamic performance is on focus.
Section three deals with control techniques. In the following, the objectives and the
results of the appended publications are summarized.

4.1. Line Interference of PWM Voltage Source Converters

The objective of the publication "Connecting Fast Switching Voltage Source Converters
to the Grid — Harmonic Distortion and its Reduction" (Publication A) are to describe
the consequences of high switching speeds, and to compare the attenuation of the
harmonics caused by the PWM converter when the L-filter or the LCLfilter is used. Fast-
switching voltage source converters may give rise to significant over voltages at the load
connected to the converter. This is verified by measurements of transients at an
asynchronous machine connected to the converter by cables of different lengths. Such
transients can be avoided by a reduction of the switching speed. As described in the
publication, a third-order line filter can be used to obtain a high power quality even at low
to moderate switching frequencies.

4.2. Analytical Modeling

In the publication "Analysis and Simulation of Digitally Controlled Grid-connected PWM
Converters using the Space-vector Average Approximation" (Publication B), a
modeling technique based on discrete state-space modeling is presented. The technique is
most useful in modeling of the closed loop converter system with a time-delay of one
sampling interval due to the sampled control system. By modeling the converter system in
the rotating dg-frame, a linear time-invariant analytical model is obtained. In the model,
the converter is modeled by using the space-vector average approximation. The
publication shows the influence of the space-vector approximation by using simulations.

The objectives of the publication "Influence of Non-linearities on the Frequency Response
of a Grid-connected Vector-controlled VSC" (Publication C) are to study the influence
of nonlinearities on the performance of the control system and the accuracy of linear
analytical models. It is most difficult to verify the dynamic performance of PWM
converter systems in the time domain. Therefore, a small-signal analysis is used for this
purpose. Small-signal transfer functions of gain and coupling for the vector current
control system are displayed. In the evaluation of the dynamic performance of the current
control system, frequencies up to 1 kHz are considered. The accuracy of the analytical
models are described by comparing measured small-signal frequency responses with
Bode diagrams from analytical models. One conclusion from the transfer functions is that
space-vector averaging can be used in modeling the investigated closed-loop converter
system.
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In the literature, losses in the line filter and their effect on dynamic performance are
usually not described. In Publication C, it is also shown that dynamic performance is
affected by the losses in the line-filter inductors. Furthermore, it is verified that an
improved dynamic performance and reduced coupling between the control of the d- and g-
components of the current vector can be obtained by compensating for nonlinearities
caused by the blanking time and non-ideal semiconductor valves.

The influence of the losses in the line-filter is further described in the publication "Vector
Current Controlled Grid Connected Voltage Source Converter — Influence of
Nonlinearities on the Performance" (Publication D). Measured small-signal frequency
responses are presented for two different line-filter inductors. As shown, a more ideal
response is obtained by using inductors with low iron losses. To verify that the LTI
analytical model is valid for different operating points, small-signal frequency responses
are presented at four different operating points representing rectifier, as well as inverter,
operation. At each operating point, experimental results are presented with and without
the compensation for the nonlinearities caused by the blanking time and non-ideal
semiconductor valves. As reported, the compensation function improves the performance
at each operating point. The small-signal responses are similar at the different operating
points. An important result of this is that the performance of current control systems can
be predicted by the analytical model both in inverter as well as in rectifier operation.

4.3. Control Techniques

As shown in Publications C and D, the dynamic performance of PWM converters can
be improved by compensating for the nonlinearity caused by the blanking time and non-
ideal valves. Such a compensation is based on the sign of the phase currents. When the
phase currents are close to zero, the sign of the current at the commutations may be
different from the sign at the samples, and an accurate compensation principle has to
apply a prediction method to compensate for the error caused by the blanking time.

In the publication "A Method to Compensate for Errors Caused by the Blanking Time in
PWM Systems with High Ripple Currents" (Publication E), a method for predicting
the signs of the phase currents at the commutations is introduced. Experimental results are
presented with and without the compensation method. The focus is on the line-current
distortion and static errors introduced in the vector control system. As shown in the
publication, the static errors caused by the blanking time and non-ideal valves can be
avoided by using the compensation method. The principle makes it possible to apply
compensation even at low phase currents, and when small line filters or low switching
frequencies resulting in high current ripples are used.

In power electronic systems, the number of measurements contributes to the cost of the
system. With the principle proposed in the publication "Feed Forward — Time Efficient
Control of a Voltage Source Converter Connected to the Grid by Lowpass Filters"
(Publication F), only one third of the states are measured. Still, rather a high
bandwidth can be obtained. The principle is an alternative to the reduction of
measurements by using estimation. When the principle is used, the number of
measurements in the control system become the same as for the L-filter. The publication
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also presents a method for compensating for the delay time of one sampling interval
introduced by the sampled control system.

In the publication "Control of a Voltage-source Converter Connected to the Grid through
an LCL-filter — Application to Active Filtering" (Publication G), a control principle for
the LCL-filter is introduced. The dynamic performance of a converter connected to the
grid through two different line filters is compared. As shown in measured frequency
responses, the dynamic performance obtained when the LCLfilter is used is similar to
that of the L-filter. The current harmonic distortion in the line currents, due to the PWM,
is significantly lower for the LCL-filter.

Publication G also describes the influence of the active filtering principle on the control
system. When a direct method is used, the active filter tries to compensate for all
harmonics based on the instantaneous active and reactive currents. When such a method is
used, high derivatives occur in the control system for the active filter. As shown in
measurements, these derivatives saturate the controller in the g-direction.

By using a Fourier method, the saturation can be avoided solely by only including the
low-frequency components in the references for the active filter. In addition, a flexible
compensator is obtained since individual harmonics can be compensated separately.
Furthermore, when the Fourier method is used, the compensation for phase shifts in the
current control system is done in the frequency domain. Another advantage obtained by
the use of the Fouriermethod is that dead-beat control does not have to be applied, which
is the case if the phase shifts in the current control system are compensated in the time
domain. The compensation can also be based on measured frequency responses, which
makes it feasible to apply individual compensation in the d- and g-directions.

By compensating for phase shifts, it is possible to operate even at low switching and
sampling frequencies, which is a major advantage at high power levels and for the LCL-
filter.
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Chapter 5

Conclusions

As shown in this thesis, PWM converters can be used to obtain a high power quality and
dynamic performance of ac to dc converters. Compared with line-commutated converters,
the harmonic distortion of the line currents is very low and it is fair to say that sinusoidal
line currents can be obtained. Another important advantage of PWM converters as
compared with line-commutated converters is that the active and reactive powers can be
independently controlled, thus a unity power factor can be obtained. Moreover, by using
high performance vector control systems, PWM converters can be used in new
applications, such as active filtering, where the controllability of the PWM converter is
utilized to compensate for harmonic currents that are injected into the grid by nonlinear
loads.

The power quality of a PWM converter depends on the switching frequency and on the
line filter that is connected between the converter and the grid. As shown in the thesis, it
is advantageous to use LCL-filters since sinusoidal line currents can be obtained even at
low and moderate switching frequencies, such as 5 to 7 kHz. It is also verified that a high
dynamic performance can be obtained with the LCL-filter. A control principle for the
LCL-filter resulting in a high dynamic performance is developed. Experiments have
shown that the small-signal dynamic performance is rather close to the small-signal
dynamic performance when using a dead-beat controller for the L-filter. One drawback of
the LCL-filter as compared with the L-filter is that the control system becomes more
expensive if each current and voltage are used in the control. To avoid an increased cost, a
method resulting in the same number of measurements as with the L-filter has been
developed.

The dynamic performance of a vector control system is affected by nonlinearities that may
occur due to the PWM method, due to coordinate transformations in the control system,
and due to the non-ideal converter. These nonlinearities depend on the switching and
sampling frequency. In the thesis, switching frequencies from 5 to 7 kHz are used. At
such switching and sampling frequencies, nonlinearities and cross couplings caused by
the uniform PWM method and by coordinate transformations, do not have a significant
effect of the small-signal frequency responses for frequencies below 1.2 kHz.

The nonlinearities due to the blanking time between the switch-off of one valve in a phase
leg, and the turn-on of the other valve in a phase leg, introduce an error that affects the
small-signal dynamic performance. In the thesis, a method for compensating for the
blanking time and non-ideal vales is developed. As shown in experimental results, a more
ideal small-signal frequency response is obtained by using the compensation method.

Moreover, in the measured frequency responses, small errors are introduced by losses in
the line filter. Experimental results show that the nonlinearity due to the losses in the line
filter is reduced when inductors with lower iron losses are used.
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A method to model switching PWM converters by using discrete state space models is
described and utilized in the design of control principles for the L-filter as well as the
LCL-filter. As shown in Bode diagrams and measured small-signal frequency responses,
the small-signal dynamic performance can be predicted rather accurately from the Bode
diagrams obtained from analytical models.

In a vector control system used for the active filtering of harmonic currents, the
performance of the active filter is affected by the phase shifts in the current control
system, and by the cross coupling between the control of the active and the reactive
currents. If a direct method is used, it is possible to compensate for the phase shifts if a
dead-beat performance is obtained in the current control system of the PWM converter.
By using a Fourier method, it is possible to compensate for the phase shifts even when a
dead-beat performance is not obtained. This is most advantageous since it makes active
filtering possible even when the LCL-filter is used. Furthermore, the compensation can be
based on measured small-signal frequency responses. By compensating for phase shifts,
it is possible to obtain high-performance active filtering even at moderate switching
frequencies.
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