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ABSTRACT

Nordic countries always have a long winter time together with few daylight, strong wind and a lot 
of rain. This kind of unpleasant weather block people’s life to the indoor. So the aim of this thesis 
is to design an inside hang out space that can support different kinds of activities.  

I choose young adults apartment to be the carrier of this inside hang out space. Since young 
adults who live alone without accompanying families are the group of people who have the de-
mand of this kind of common space to keep away from loneliness and have more execrise in 
daily life.  

The thesis is developed through the method of research for design. Research part focus on what 
kinds of spatial qualities this inside hang out space should have to face the challenge coming 
from Nordic climate & young adults and serve as an extended common space in residential buil-
ding. And then, build prototypes of spatial sequences, spatial scales and connection to outside 
with the considerations of needed spatial qualities. Design part is based on the research result 
and prototypes. The site I choose is a young adults apartment plot in an under construction com-
munity in Lindholmshamnen developed by Riksbyggens. My project has followed the community 
plan and the height restriction of the building. The result is an inside hang out space attached 
to a young adults apartment which can show a possibility of young adults living responding to 
Nordic climate. 

The thesis focus on exploring the relations between space and people’s activities, and the ad-
ditional part is sensory space design. The theoretical background of this thesis is environmental 
psychology which throughout the entire process.
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Background

My hometown located in Northeast of China, where has really cold 
winter. The temperature is around -20 to -30 degree. Even though I 
am really get used to such cold climate, my first Swedish winter was 
still a hard period of time for me. 

I think it has two reasons: 

One is the feature of Nordic climate. If it is warm enough, people 
would like to hangout to enjoy the sunshine; If it is cold enough, 
people would also like to hangout to play with ice and snow. But if it 
is in between, together with strong wind, a lot of rain and long night 
time, it blocks people’s life. 

The other is my identity – young adults. Most of the young adults 
live alone, loneliness is an unavoidable problem, especially when the 
unpleasant weather take away the possibility of hangout with friends. 
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Figure 1. The background story.
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Figure 2. Conceptial drawing.
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Figure 3. Retrieved from http://www.archdaily.com/616637/sou-fujimoto-lead-team-
selected-to-design-ecole-polytechnique-learning-centre-in-paris  

Figure 4. Communication system. Based on the image from http://www.archdaily.
com/616637/sou-fujimoto-lead-team-selected-to-design-ecole-polytechnique-
learning-centre-in-paris  
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Figure 5. Retrieved from http://www.archdaily.com/616637/sou-fujimoto-lead-team-
selected-to-design-ecole-polytechnique-learning-centre-in-paris  
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Find out a list of qualities that an attractive common space should have, 
then merge these qualities into the hang out space.
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Figure 6. Conceptional drawing 1. Apply appropriate common space qualities on 
the project.  



Pick different scales for different activities I want to support.
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Figure 8. Conceptional drawing 2. Apply appropriate spatial scales on the project.  
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Use the conclusion of the spatial arrangement rules to modify the space, 
and use different angle's slopes to create a multi-functional climbing 

system to diversify the hang out route.
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Figure 11. Conceptional drawing 3. Apply appropriate rules and elements on the 
project.



Pick the most suitable placement of inside hang out space and apartments.
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Figure 12. Conceptional drawing 4. Apply appropriate spactial sequences on the 
project.  
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Pick some feasible strategies that can be used in my project to create 
different spatial experience
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Figure 13. Conceptional drawing 5. Apply appropriate strategies of connecting to 
outside on the project.  
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The process of design
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Figure 17. Design process.



Master plan 1st layer plan
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Figure 18. Design process. Figure 19. 1st layer.



2nd layer plan 3rd layer plan
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Figure 20. 2nd layer. Figure 21. 3rd layer.



A-A section
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Figure 22. A-A section.



B-B section D-D sectionC-C section
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Figure 23. B-B/ C-C/ D-D sections.



Story board - Journey in building

4544

Figure 24. Story board.
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Diagrams
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Figure 25. Diagrams.



People flow
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Figure 26. People flow.



Structure & Material
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Figure 27. Structure.



Structure & Material
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Figure 28. Material.



DetailsDetails
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Figure 29. Rotating window details.



Details

6160

Figure 30. Water installation details.



Rendering
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Figure 31. Rendering 1.



Rendering
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Figure 32. Rendering 2.



Rendering
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Figure 33. Rendering 3.



Network in the whole community
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Figure 34. Community network.
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Model photo

Figure 35. Model.
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