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Wireless Energy Transfer by Resonant Inductive Coupling
Rikard Vinge

Department of Signals and systems

Chalmers University of Technology

Abstract

This thesis investigates wireless energy transfer systems based on resonant inductive
coupling with applications such as charging electric vehicles. Wireless energy trans-
fer can be used to power or charge stationary and moving objects and vehicles, and
the interest in energy transfer over the air has grown considerably in recent years.

We study wireless energy transfer systems consisting of two resonant circuits that
are magnetically coupled via coils. Further, we explore the use of magnetic materials
and shielding metal plates to improve the performance of the energy transfer. To
ensure that the wireless energy transfer systems are safe to use by the general public,
we optimize our systems to maximize the transferred power and efficiency subject
to the constraint that the magnetic fields that humans or animals may be exposed
to are limited in accordance with international guidelines.

We find that magnetic materials can significantly increase the coupling between the
two coils and reduce the induced currents and losses in the shielding metal plates.
Further, we design wireless energy transfer systems capable of a peak-value power
transfer of 1.3kW with 90% efficiency over an air gap of 0.3m. This is achieved
without exceeding the exposure limit of magnetic fields in areas where humans can
be present. Higher levels of transferred power is possible if larger magnetic fields
are allowed.

Keywords: Wireless energy transfer, resonant inductive coupling, induction, reso-
nant circuits, ferrite.
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Abbreviations

FE Finite Element
FEM Finite Element Method
ICNIRP  International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection
SAE Society of Automotive Engineers
WETRIC Wireless Energy Transfer by Resonant Inductive Coupling
PEC Perfect electric conductor
rms Root mean square
Notations

Angular frequency (rad/s)
Frequency (Hz)

Inductance (H)
Capacitance (F)

Resistance (2)

Impedance (2)

Quality factor

Coupling coefficient

Electric field (V/m)
Electric flux density (C/m?)
Magnetic field (A/m)
Magnetic flux density (T)
Magnetic vector potential (Tm)
Current density (A/m?)
Conductivity (S/m)

QA YO TONT Q= E

go  Absolute permittivity of vacuum (gy ~ 8.8541878 - 1072 F/m)
e;  Relative permittivity

e Absolute permittivity (F/m)

to Absolute permeability of vacuum (u = 47 - 1077 H/m)

i Relative permeability

p Absolute permeability (H/m)

co  Speed of light in vacuum (¢y = 299792458 m/s)

J  Imaginary unit
In this thesis, three-dimensional vector quantities are denoted with arrows, and
algebraic matrices and vectors with bold letters, as shown by the examples below.

X Three-dimensional vector
x n-dimensional vector
X n X m-dimensional matrix
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1

Introduction

This chapter introduces the history of wireless energy transfer, the problems faced
when designing such systems, as well as the objective and methodology of this thesis.

1.1 Background

In the 19th century, Nikola Tesla managed to transfer energy without wires over an
air gap between two axially aligned coils using magnetic fields [18]. This achievement
marks the birth of the research on and development of wireless energy transfer
systems, a technology which has seen a considerable growth during the last few
decades. Applications that have accelerated the development of wireless energy
transfer are, among others, medical implants and mobile devices such as laptops
and cell phones.

In the last few years, the electric car industry has shown an increased interest in
the possibility to charge vehicles wirelessly. Wireless charging stations at parking
lots could ensure that your car is charged when it is time for departure. On the
regular road network, wireless charging stations could be placed at intersections or
along longer stretches of road, extending the operational distance of electric cars.
Other applications can benefit from advances in wireless energy transfer, e.g. electric
trucks in a warehouse can operate continuously if the floor is equipped with wireless
charging tracks. However, simultaneous high efficiency and high power transfer
in wireless energy transfer systems has proven difficult to achieve over moderate
distances in air.

Today, short-distance wireless energy transfer is either based on capacitive or in-
ductive coupling [21]. Capacitive coupling transfers energy by strong and oscillating
electric field between capacitive plates. The number of applications of capacitively
coupled energy transfer is limited by low power transfer, as high power transfer re-
quires very large fields. Inductively coupled energy transfer uses the magnetic field
caused by an alternating current to transfer energy between two or more coils. The
coupling of both inductively and capacitively coupled wireless energy systems, is
rapidly reduced as the transfer distance is increased. Often the distance is limited
to a few centimeters. Another drawback is that objects placed between the capac-
itive plates or coils may interact strongly with the electric or magnetic fields. This
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interaction tends to decrease the efficiency, lower the amount of transferred power
and increase the losses in the systems. Additionally, strong electric and magnetic
fields can interact with the human body with potentially harmful effects. Therefore,
the European Union has enacted guidelines on the fields strengths that human be-
ings are allowed to be exposed to. In the case of magnetic fields with frequencies up
to 100 kHz, the exposure limit is 6.25 4T root mean square (rms) [7].

A method of improving the performance of inductively coupled energy transfer for
larger separation distance between the coils is to utilize resonant circuits for both
the primary and secondary side of the wireless power transfer system. A resonant
inductive coupling energy transfer system is typically designed such that it features
a few resonances. We can exploit these resonance frequencies in combination with
the frequency of operation, i.e. the frequency of the applied voltage, equal to the
resonance frequency of the system. This allows for the transfer of more power
at higher efficiency and over longer distances than non-resonating systems. One
challenge associated with resonant inductive coupling is the high sensitivity of the
frequency of operation in relation to narrow frequency-bands of the wireless transfer
system and its resonance frequencies, which also may drift during operation. If
the energy transfer system resonates at a frequency even slightly different from the
frequency of operation, the amount of transferred power and the efficiency can be
reduced significantly.

In this thesis, we study wireless energy transfer systems based on resonant inductive
coupling. The systems consist of two circuits, the first located in the ground, referred
to as the primary side of the wireless transfer system, and the second located above
ground, referred to as the secondary side. The system is inductively coupled via
coils and it also contains capacitors, which we use to tune the performance of the
energy transfer system.

1.2 Objective

This thesis addresses three important parts of resonant inductive energy transfer.
First, circuit models are studied to gain knowledge on how the circuit component
parameters influence the efficiency and magnitude of the power transfer. In the
circuit models, the applied voltages and currents are assumed to be time harmonic.
Next, the coil geometry is used in a field model to compute the magnetic field
and its associated induced currents and voltages in the frequency domain. The
coils are approximated by two-dimensional axisymmetric models and the hysteresis
in ferromagnetic material is neglected. Finally, a wireless energy transfer system
is optimized by means of a gradient-based method, where the design parameters
describe the geometry and circuit components. Design suggestions for different
situations are also given. Performance-wise, the goal is to transfer a few kW of
power over an air gap of 0.3m with high efficiency, where we attempt to limit the
magnetic field strength in regions where human beings may be present.
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1.3 Methodology

In this thesis, the study of wireless energy transfer using resonant inductive coupling
is conducted in three steps: (i) the electrical circuits; (ii) the coil geometries; and (iii)
optimization of the coil geometry and circuit components. The circuits are studied
by nodal analysis, where the problem is solved both analytically and numerically.
The studies are based on previous work within the area of wireless energy transfer
circuit theory and reflected load theory. The coil design is studied for the case of
axisymmetric geometry. Initially, Biot-Savart’s law is used to analyze coils in free
space in MATLAB [19] by computing the self and mutual inductance. The effects of
different geometrical parameters, such as the number of coil winding and coil radius,
are investigated. Next, a coil model including ferromagnetic materials, metals and
ground is created. This model is simulated by means of the Finite Element Method
(FEM) using COMSOL [3]. Finally, the wireless energy transfer system is optimized
with respect to coil geometry and circuit components using gradient-based algo-
rithms in TOMLAB [20], a MATLAB toolbox for solving optimization problems. The
optimization is carried out in two steps. In the first step, we optimize the coil geom-
etry to maximize the magnetic coupling between the coils. In the second step, we
optimize the circuit parameters of the wireless energy transfer system to maximize
the efficiency and power transfer.
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2

A theoretical system model

This chapter describes the theory on which the work of this thesis is based. First,
the electric circuits used to transfer power are analyzed using circuit theory. Next,
the electromagnetic theory behind induction is reviewed and analytical formulas for
the inductances based on integration of the magnetic vector potential are presented.

2.1 Wireless energy transfer system circuit

The circuit used for the energy transfer system in this thesis contains a capacitor,
C1, in series with the coil on the primary side and a capacitor C5 in parallel to the
coil on the secondary side. A diagram of the circuit is shown in Fig. 2.1. The voltage

Re C1

U1 le 2‘2

‘| '—o—{ }—E M <
e

UGT@ Uy % L1 LQ %7@ CQ _ ur, |::| RL

-

Figure 2.1: Circuit diagram with capacitor C'y in series with the coil on the primary
side. A voltage ug is applied to the primary circuit on the left, inducing a voltage
ur, in the secondary circuit on the right.

ug is supplied by a power generator with resistance Rg. The energy is transferred
between the two circuits over an air gap via the inductive coupling of the two coils,
with self-inductance L; and L, and mutual inductance M. The two circuits are
inductively coupled with the coupling coefficient

M
VLiLy

The two capacitors, C'y and Cs, are included in the circuits to control the performance
of the energy transfer system. The load-resistance Rj represents the battery we

k= (2.1)
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want to charge. We can describe the circuit in Fig. 2.1 with Kirchhoft’s voltage and
current law

. 1
ug — Rgi, — —u; =0,
c a1 wC 1
. ) U
22—|—]w02u2+—2 =0,
Ry,

where u; and uy are related to i; and i, by Faraday’s law

Uy = jWLlil + jWMiQ, (2 2)
Uy = jwMiy + jwLots. '

In Appendix A.1, we study how the power delivered to the load R, depends on
the circuit components in Fig. 2.1. In Appendix A.2, we derive an expression for
the maximum efficiency of the power transfer, where it is assumed that the reso-
nance frequencies of the primary and secondary circuits are equal and identical to
the frequency of operation of the wireless energy transfer system. The maximum
efficiency increases monotonically with k. These results indicate that it is useful
to maximize the coupling coefficient to achieve simultaneous high power and high
transfer efficiency.

2.1.1 Resonant circuits

A basic building block of a resonant wireless energy transfer system is the resonant
circuit. A simple resonating circuit consists of a resistor R, an inductor L and
a capacitor C', connected either in series or in parallel, as shown in Fig. 2.2. In a

R . ¢

s B (A

(a) (b)

Figure 2.2: (a) Series and (b) parallel RLC circuit.

frequency interval around wy = (LC )71/ ? the energy in the resonant circuit oscillates
between electric energy stored in the capacitor and magnetic energy stored in the
inductor. The losses in the resonator are due to resistance R.

2.1.1.1 Quality factor and bandwidth

Currents and charges in the resonating circuit stores energy in electric and magnetic
fields. This stored energy is dissipated by Ohmic and radiative losses. The quality

6
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factor, or Q-factor, of a circuit with resonance frequency wy is defined as

0 w stored electric and magnetic energy
= Wyhn— = T s
Op energy dissipated during one period

where W is the total energy stored in the resonator by the electric and magnetic
fields and P is the resistive power loss during one period. A high Q-factor implies
that the circuit can store a large amount of energy in comparison to the energy
dissipated during one period. For the resonance frequency wy, the quality factor can
be expressed as
R
©=) &
wol’
The bandwidth of a resonant circuit is
BW = -2,
Q

This implies that a high )-resonator also has a narrow bandwidth, and the frequency
range of resonant behavior of the circuit is limited.

{ @l series resonating circuit

parallel resonating circuit

2.1.1.2 Coupled resonators

When isolated from each other, i.e. k£ = 0, the resonance frequencies of the primary
and secondary resonance circuits in Fig. 2.1 are

1 1
and wy = .
VCiL, SR/

However, k£ > 0 implies that the two resonators are magnetically coupled to each
other and can exchange energy. The two circuits become a single circuit with reso-
nance frequencies that deviate from w; and w,. For Ry, — oo, the input impedance
of the circuit in Fig. 2.1 is
1)) ]WLl + # j(,dLQ -+ # —+ W2M2
zn:.1=< )l c:) . (2.4)

. 1
1 ]WLQ + jwCs

(2.3)

w1 =

At resonance, the reactance of the circuit is zero, i.e. $(Ziy,) = 0. Next, we
use Eq. (2.4) and solve $(Zi,) = 0 to find the resonance frequencies wgys of the
magnetically coupled system. The result is a fourth degree polynomial with the
solutions

1 J w? + wi + \/(w% + w?)? — dwiw? (1 — k?) (2.5)

Wsys = £ NG 2 ;
when expressed in terms of Eq. (2.1) and Eq. (2.3). The interesting system resonance
frequencies are positive and thus we can discard two of the solutions in Eq. (2.5). If
the capacitors are chosen such that w; = wy = wy, the coupled circuit resonates at

Wo
Weys = —F—=- 2.6
o= e 2.6
It is clear that as the coupling coefficient k increases, the resonance frequencies of
the coupled circuit are shifted away from the resonant frequencies of the individual

resonance circuits.
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2.1.2 Circuit components

In this section, we model the circuit components of the wireless power transfer
system for a class of physical situations that allow for analytical treatment.

2.1.2.1 Inductance for simple coil geometries

One objective in the design problem in this thesis is to compute the magnetic fields
due to currents flowing in coils. If the physical size of the system and its com-
ponents is much smaller than the wavelength associated with the exciting current,
the magnetic field H can be found from the quasi-magnetostatic Ampere’s law of
induction
V x H= f,

where J is the current density. It is convenient to formulate the problem in terms
of the magnetic vector potential A instead of the magnetic field, using the relation

A=V x B.

Ampere’s law for the magnetic vector potential for problems with permeability u is
then formulated as
Vx (p'V x A) = J. (2.7)

One method to solve Eq. (2.7) is to use the FEM, which is a computational method
for solving partial differential equations. With the FEM, the magnetic fields can
be solved for complex geometries and material properties. For sufficiently simple
problems, Eq. (2.7) can be solved analytically, using e.g. Biot-Savart’s law [2].

From the magnetic flux density, we can calculate the magnetic flux through a surface

S and surface normal 7 as
(I)z//B-ﬁds. (2.8)
s

If a current I; flows through a coil 1, the self-inductance of coil 1 and the mutual
inductance of an coil 2 is defined as

P
Li=1Ly = %,
! (2.9)
M = Ly = il
21 Il 9

where ®1; and ®5; are the magnetic flux through coil 1 and 2, respectively, due to
the current flowing in coil 1.

The self-inductance for a single, circular wire loop in vacuum, as shown in Fig. 2.3(a),
can be expressed analytically [8] as

L = ma (ln (8:> — 2) : (2.10)
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if the current is confined to the surface of the wire, and

L = a (ln <87fl> - 471) : (2.11)

if the current density is uniform over the wire cross section. The analytical expression

(O !

I I
(a) (b)
Figure 2.3: (a) Single conductive wire loop of loop radius a and wire radius r. (b)

Two axially aligned wire loops of loop radius a and b respectively and separated a
distance h.

for the mutual inductance between two thin, circular and coaxial wire loops in free
space, as shown in Fig. 2.3(b), is

M = a2 m) = ot |2 = i) K = 2B, (212

vm

where a and b are the radii of the two wire loops and

B 4ab
~ (a+0b)2+h2

2
Jm

where h is the distance between the loop centers. The functions C(m), K(m) and
E(m) are the complete elliptic integrals.

For a coil with N turns of a thin wire, we get rather simple expressions for the
inductances if all turns coincide with the same circular loop. If two such coils are
placed coaxially, the self- and mutual inductance become

8
Ly = N upa <1n <a> — 2) ,
T1

Ly = N2pigh <1n (86> - 2) , (2.13)
)

M = Ny NapigVabm?*C (m),
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where the wire radius of coil 1 and 2 is r; and ry, respectively. The number of turns
is N1 and N for coil 1 and 2, respectively. The radius of coil 1 is a and the radius
of coil 2 is b.

A more realistic model of an axisymmetric coil is to take the N single-turn wire
loops and use their actual locations as they are distributed in space. The mutual
inductance between two such coils is the sum of the contribution from all loops in
one coil to all loops in the other,

N1 Na N1 Np 3/
M = Z Z Mij = Z Z,UO aibjmij C’(mij), (214)
i=1j=1 i=1j=1

wherei =1,2,..Ny, j = 1,2,...Ny, a; (b;) the radius of loop i (j) of the first (second)

coil and
4@ibj

(@i +b;)> + hi’

mij =

The self-inductance of a coil with N windings with wire radius r;, loop radius a;
and an axial distance between winding ¢ and j of h;;, where ¢ = 1,2,..., N and
j=1,.,1—11+1,..Nis

ol 8a; ol 3/2
L = E oG (ln( - ) — 2) + E po/aiazm;;~C(myj) | (2.15)
i=1 i =1
J#i

where m;; is here defined as

4&7;@]‘
(@i + a;)? + hi;

mij =

Note that Eq. (2.15) assumes that the current is confined to the surface of the wires.
If the current flows uniformly through the whole cross section of the wires, the
expression for the self-inductance in Eq. (2.11) should be used, i.e. the constant 2 is
replaced by 7/4. We see from Eq. (2.15) that the contribution from winding i comes
from the self-inductance of winding ¢ and the mutual inductance between winding ¢
and all remaining windings. If N is large, the mutual inductance contribution can
become dominant.

2.1.2.2 Coil resistance

A simple circuit model of a resistive coil is an ideal inductor connected in series with
a resistor, as shown in Fig. 2.4.

The resistance of the coil wire can be calculated if the material properties and
frequency of operation is known. The skin depth [8] can be used to approximately
describe how an alternating current penetrates into a solid conductor and it is defined
as

§=]——. (2.16)

10
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R

Figure 2.4: Circuit model of a coil with wire resistance R and inductance L.

Copper has the relative permeability i, ~ 1 and conductivity o = 5.80- 107 S/m [2],
which yields the skin depth 0.2mm at a frequency of 100kHz. For a conductor
shaped as a cylinder of circular cross section with length L and radius r, the resis-
tance can easily be estimated in two important extreme cases

oz T <0,
R= (2.17)
ﬁ, r > 0.

Thus, solid wires with r» > § have significantly higher as compared to wires with
r < ¢ for alternating currents.

Another drawback of solid wires is the so-called proximity effects, i.e. nearby wires
induces currents that further increases the resistance of the coil [17]. An attractive
alternative to the solid wire is the so-called litz wire, which is manufactured from
thin, insulated wire strands that are woven together into a braid. The dimensions of
the strands are chosen such that their radius is much smaller than the skin depth, in
order to ensure that current flows through the full cross section of the strands. This
makes the resistance of the litz wire relatively small and approximately constant for
frequencies below the frequency where the skin depth is comparable to the strand
radius. A litz wire braid features some insulation and air between the strands and,
thus, the effective area of the litz wire is less than about 0.9 times the braid area [5].

2.1.2.3 Self-resonant coils

At low frequency, it is sufficient to model a coil as an ideal inductor in series with
a resistance, while the behavior at higher frequencies can be significantly different.
Assuming a time-harmonic current excitation, a coil becomes self-resonant when its
wire length is approximately equal to half the wavelength in free-space at the excita-
tion frequency. A simplistic model of this behavior is to connect a parasitic capacitor
in parallel to the inductor and resistance [12], see Fig. 2.5. This self-resonance can be
exploited in wireless energy transmission. In Ref. [10], for example, an efficiency of
40% is achieved over a distance of 2 m using self-resonant coils. However, the analysis
of such a system requires the solution of the complete Maxwell’s equations, whereas
this thesis is focused on quasi-magnetostatic realizations of wireless power-transfer
systems. Thus, we limit the length of the coil wires such that the self-resonance
of the coils occur at significantly higher frequencies than that of the frequency of

11
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R

Figure 2.5: Circuit model of a self-resonant coil with wire resistance R, inductance
L and a parasitic capacitance C},.

operation. The length limitation is related to the self-resonance frequency w;, as

e TCoy
W " — =

[ NG
where ¢ is the speed of light in the surrounding medium, ¢, the speed of light in
vacuum and [ the wire length. A coil with self-inductance L resonates at

9 1 TCo
w = =
TLG, NG
where (), is the parasitic capacitance of the coil. The coils should behave inductive

at the frequency of operation. Thus, at the frequency of operation wy, the following
relation must be satisfied

> wol.
W(]Cp 0

We rewrite this expression to find a constraint for the wire length,

2
TCo
? < () .
Wo+/Er fhy

This is equivalent to the equation

2

TCoy

£ = <> ,  where &> 1.
Wo4/Erfhr

Thus, the wire length is constrained by
TCy

Wov/Eerily

The value of the parameter £ should be at least 10 for the coil to be mainly inductive
at wy.

l < (2.18)

If we wind the coil wire around a material with high permeability u,, the effective
permeability for the coils is increased compared to the permeability of air. The exact
value of the effective permeability is difficult to determine, and we approximate an
effective relative permeability as

e Hr + 1
e T
for a situation with the material with high permeability on one side of the coil and
air on the other side as shown in Fig. 2.7(a).

12
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2.1.2.4 Load resistance

The load-resistance Ry, in the power transfer system circuit represents the battery
being charged. The impedance of a real battery varies during a charging cycle [1].
A good charging system should therefore be able to handle varying load-resistances.
A battery has a low internal resistance to reduce the dissipated heat in the battery
as it delivers a current to an external load, such as the motor in an electric vehicle.

Using reflected load theory and assuming that the two resonating circuits are set to
individually resonate at w; = ws = wy, where wy is the frequency of operation, we
can prove that the efficiency of the energy transfer maximizes if the load-resistance
is chosen according to

Q3

R = Ryt
V1I+E2Q10Q2

(2.19)

where @)1 and ()2 are the quality factors of the two resonators. Equation (2.19)
is derived in Appendix A.2. For ()1 ~ Q2 > k the expression for the optimal
load-resistance simplifies to

(2.20)

In Eq. (2.20), L and k are characteristics of the coils and these are difficult to change
after the wireless energy transfer system has been manufactured. We can, however,
change the frequency of operation if the capacitors C; and Cs are variable. With
control over the frequency and the capacitors, the resonance peak can be shifted in
frequency and an optimal load-resistance achieved for a broader set of frequencies
than a system working at a single frequency.

2.1.2.5 Model of the generator resistance

This section describes a potential power source for the wireless energy transfer sys-
tem, utilizing a rectifying and switching network to convert the 50 Hz power grid AC
to the frequency of operation of the energy transfer system. Other power sources are
possible and the main result of this section is to estimate the generator resistance.

A simple example of a power source is a rectifier (four diodes) and switching network
(four power MOSFET transistors), as shown in Fig. 2.6. The resistance of this
network is, approximately, that of two of the diodes and two of the transistors in
series. Typical values for the drain-source resistance of a power MOSFET transistor
is in the range of 25 m{2 to 100 mS2 when it conducts a current from the source to
the drain. The corresponding resistance of a diode is approximately 100 m€2. Thus,
the resistance of this power source is in the range of 250 m{2 to 400 mS2.

13
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Figure 2.6: Circuit diagram of a simple power generator that converts 50 Hz grid

AC to kHz.

2.1.2.6 Higher frequency components

The output from the switching network in Section 2.1.2.5 is approximately a square
voltage. The Fourier components of a normalized square signal f(t) is

4 1 2nt
ft) = - n_%;&m " sin ( T ) , (2.21)
where T is the period of the signal. From Eq. (2.21), it is given that the first
overtone is located at three times the frequency of the fundamental frequency. For
a frequency of operation of 85 kHz and a resonator quality factor of 100 this means
that the bandwidth is less than 10kHz from the center peak. The first overtone
has a frequency of 255kHz, i.e. basically no energy of the overtones is stored in
the resonator. Thus, the fundamental frequency is dominant in a wireless power
transfer system with reasonably high Q-values.

2.2 Numerical modelling with the FEM

Problems that include conductive, dielectric and magnetic materials and compli-
cated geometries require more sophisticated tools than Biot-Savart’s law. Instead,
we use the full Ampere’s law, which we express in terms of the magnetic vector
potential as
W 0D -
-1 _ v
Vx(u VXA)— BT +J,

where D is the electric displacement field. Faraday’s law gives

- 0
VxE=- (V x 4)
which allows for the introduction of the curl-free quantity V¢ as

L 9A
V x (E+at> =V x (=V¢) = 0.

14
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The total current density J is the combined eddy current density and a source
current density J.. Thus, we have

j: UE + j(;,
~ - (2.22)
D =c¢F,
and .
E=— - — 2.23

where o is the conductivity and ¢ is the permittivity. The axisymmetric problem
with A = pA,(r, z) automatically yields V - A = 0 and we set ¢ = 0. This allows
us to to write the current density and electric displacement field as

- oA -
J = —0'87 + Je,
L (2.24)
5o _.94
=g
Next, we combine Eq. (2.22), Eq. (2.23) and Eq. (2.24) with Ampere’s law and find
0A %A . o =
O'E—i-gﬁ—i—vx(,u VxA) =], (2.25)

In frequency-domain studies, we work with time-harmonic quantities and this en-
ables us to write Eq. (2.25) as

(jwo —w’e) A+ V x (u'V x A) = J.. (2.26)

We can solve Eq. (2.26) with boundary conditions for complicated geometries with
conductive, dielectric and magnetic materials by means of the FEM. From the so-
lution to Eq. (2.26), we can calculate the currents and voltages everywhere in the
problem geometry. Thus we can calculate the voltages induced over the coils due to
current excitations in the coils. The coil model can no longer be fully described by
only the self- and mutual inductance and coil resistance, but must be described by
the full impedance matrix
7 — [ Zn Zi ] _ l R+ jwly Rag + jwlia (2.27)
Zo1 Ly Ro1 4 jwLoy Rag + jwlos |’ '
where Ri; and Ry, are the self-resistances, Li; and Loy are the self-inductances and
L1 and Ly the mutual inductances as before. The quantities Ri5 and Ry are called
the mutual resistance. Due to reciprocity of the problem we have Z15 = Z5;. In the
following, the simplified notation for the resistances and inductances in Tab. 2.1 is
used.

The voltages over the coils, i.e. u; and us in Fig. 2.1, can be related to the currents
flowing through them via the impedance matrix Z as

u = 7i,
1} ' (2.28)
ur | _ Zu Zio 11
U2 Zig L g |

15
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Table 2.1: Notation used for the self- and mutual resistance and inductance for
the energy transfer system consisting of the coils and surrounding objects.

Notation in Eq. (2.27) | New notation
Self-resistance R and Ry R, and R,
Mutual resistance Ris and Ry Ris
Self-inductance L1 and Lo L, and L,
Mutual inductance Lo and Lo M

The elements of the impedance matrix is found by the following procedure. If we
force the current through the secondary coil to be zero, i.e. iy = 0, we find

Uy = Z1121,

: 2.29
U2 = ZQlll. ( )

Given an imposed current i;, we compute the induced voltages u; and us by the
FEM. Finally, we get Z1; = uy /iy and Zy; = ug/iy. Similarly, if we force the current
through the primary coil to be zero, we find

= 751
Uy 1222, (2‘30)

Uo = ZQQZQ.

Now, we get Z1o = uy /i and Zayy = us/is.

We use Eq. (2.28) to calculate the power dissipated in the coils. The complex power
is defined as
S =u'i* = (zZi) N =i'Zh

where the complex current is

IR AR
s+ iy |
This gives us the net complex power delivered to the transformer represented by
Eq. (2.28) as

Rt ji) + Zia(f + i) | [k — ik
Zor (1% 4 §11) + Zoo (i + jil) % — jil

—Z11|21‘ + 222’7,2’ + Z12 (Zl 19 + 2122 +] ( — Zng)) +

+Z21( iy + i 12+3(Rz§—21§z§))

The resistive losses correspond to the real part of the complex power. Thus, the
resistive losses are

P = %(S) - R11|i1|2 + 2R12 ( 22 + 1 12> + R22|22| (231)
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and we find that it is desirable to reduce the self-and mutual resistances in order to
achieve a transformer with low losses.

We validate the FEM models with analytical formulas and extrapolate the results
from the FEM computations in Appendix B.

2.2.1 Effects of nearby conductive and magnetic materials

The magnetic field at the interface between medium 1 and medium 2 satisfies the
boundary conditions

- (Nlﬁl - N2ﬁ2) =0, (2'32)
i x (Hy— Hy) = J., (2.33)

where H; and H, are the magnetic fields in medium 1 and 2, respectively. Fur-
ther, n is the surface normal of the interface that points away from medium 2. In
Eq. (2.32), p; denotes the permeability of medium 1 and u9 denotes the permeability
of medium 2.

At high frequencies, we often approximate metals as perfect electrical conductors
(PECs), i.e. the skin depth 6 — 0. There are no electric or magnetic fields in the
interior of a PEC for w = 0 [2]. For such a situation, the normal boundary condition
in Eq. (2.32) gives that the normal component of the magnetic field is zero at the
interface to a PEC. Further, if medium 2 is a PEC, the surface current density on
the surface of medium 2 is described by

JS:ﬁXHl.

At the interface between two magnetic materials with permeability p; and pus, the
(quasi-) static magnetic field may rapidly change direction. We assume that the
magnetic field in medium 1 has the magnitude H; and it makes an angle a;q to the
normal 7. Similarly, the angle as and the magnitude H; of the magnetic field in
medium 2 yields the boundary conditions

/LlHl COS (v = ILLQHQ COS (o,

Hysina; = Hssin as,

which gives the direction of the magnetic field in medium 2 as

Qg = tan™* (ug tan 041) .
H1

Thus, we consider a situation where the permeability of medium 1 is much larger
than the permeability of medium 2. Then, the magnetic field at the interface in
medium 2 is almost perpendicular to the interface, regardless of a;. A nonconductive
and ferromagnetic material often used in transformer applications is ferrite [14].
Ferrites can be manufactured by mixing iron powder into ceramic materials and they
can have relative permeabilities up to the order of several tens of thousands [6,13].

17
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2.2.2 Reluctance of a wireless energy transfer system

The magnetic induction system shown in Fig. 2.7(a) can be thought of as a magnetic
circuit, similar to an electric circuit. Figure 2.7(b) shows a magnetic circuit where
the magnetomotive force Ni yields a magnetic flux ® through the reluctance R
according to
Ni="Ro.

We estimate the reluctance of a simple energy transfer system shown in Fig. 2.7.
The system consists of two coaxial coils of equal radius b, which are placed a distance
d apart. The system is equipped with two ferrite plates of circular shape with a hole
at the center. These annulus plates have thickness h, inner radius a, outer radius
¢, and relative permeability u,. Below, we assume that a < b < ¢. We assume that

I ]
| ;
| 1 Ry
I (;X) A
| : 7?/al
I Ral i RaZ d
| !
| Ry
| do v R¢
h
I . ‘ Ry, Ni
— b |
1 ~ C >
T ; 0 Ra2
(a) (b)

Figure 2.7: (a) Axisymmetric schematic of a energy transfer system consisting of
two coils of radius b and two circular ferromagnetic plates of inner radius a, outer
radius ¢ and thickness h. The coils are separated by a distance d. (b) Circuit
diagram of the magnetic circuit in Fig. 2.7(a).

there are no fringing effects of the magnetic field in the air gap and that no fields
leak out from the backside of the ferrites. Then, the reluctance of the two air gaps
are

d
Ral - ,LL07T (b2 _ a2)7
d
Rag = ———=~.
27 pom (@ = 1?)

We approximate the magnetic flux average path in the ferromagnetic plates to extend
from the radius r; to the radius ry, where

1
T = 5((1 + b)v

1
9 = §(b -+ C).
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Thus, we can integrate the contributions to the reluctance from ring segments of

width dr, i.e.

dr
dR = ———— 2.34
R fofhe - 277 (2:34)

between r; and 75 and this yields an approximate reluctance of one of the ferrites as

R 1 ) (m)_ 1 | b+c
f_,uo,ur-27rhn T _,uo,ur-27rhn a+b)’

Thus, the total reluctance of the energy transfer system is

d d 2 b+
Riot = + o+ 1( C). (2.35)

pom (b2 —a?)  pom (2 —0%)  popy - 2wh "\ato

To estimate the contributions to the total reluctance, we assume that the two air gaps
have the same area. Possible parameter values that create such ferrite geometries
are ¢ = 0.05m, b = 0.26 m and ¢ = 0.37m. If we set the distance between the coils
to d = 0.3m and the ferrite thickness to h = 0.02m, the contributions to the total
reluctance are

Ra1 =1.13-10H !,
Raz = 1.13-10°H,
445106
-

(2.36)
R HL

Equation (2.36) shows that if the relative permeability of the ferrites is large, e.g.
iy > 100, the reluctance in the ferrites is small compared to the reluctance of the air
gaps. Thus, the magnetic flux flowing through the coils is limited by the reluctance
of the air gap, even if the ferrite thickness h is small.
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Method for design and
optimization

The study of the wireless energy transfer systems in this thesis is split up in three
parts: (i) circuit design; (ii) coil design; and (iii) optimization. In this chapter, the
circuits are studied by numerical computation. The coil design and the effects of
shielding plates, ferrites and ground are studied using analytical and FEM mod-
els. The optimization varies the geometry of the coils, shielding plates and ferrites
to maximize the coupling coefficient while keeping the magnetic fields within the
guidelines decided by ICNIRP. The optimized coil geometry is then used together
with the circuit model to optimize the power transfer and efficiency.

3.1 Circuit models

The circuit described in Chapter 2, also shown in Fig. 3.1, is analyzed using a MATLAB
script. We solve the matrix problem in Equation (3.1)

Gy
e U1 i1 ()
4 '—o—{ 7 <

.A.

ugT@ Cy ”—  ug Ry,

m=

Figure 3.1: Circuit diagram with capacitor in parallel on the primary side.

1 U
B 1 ) 0 0 vy i
-1 Zn+ 5 0 AP i _| 0 (3.1)
0 0 o tiwC 1 ur, 0 |’ '

0 Zgl —1 ZQQ () 0
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to find all currents and voltages in the circuit. Here, the impedances 211, Z15, Zo;
and Zyy are given in Eq. (2.26) and they are computed by FEM or by simplified
analytical expressions. Given the solution to Eq. (3.1), the power dissipated in the
load is given by

P

B
L RL,

and the power transfer efficiency by

B,
R (ugit)

3.2 Coil design

The coil design study is divided into two parts. First, the effects on the coil char-
acteristics in free space due to the geometry of the coils are analyzed. Next, we
introduce conducting and magnetic materials in the geometry and study their im-
pact. The free-space models are based on the analytical expression given in Section
2.1.2.1, while the more complicated cases in the second part are studied by means
of the FEM. The coil windings are placed in a grid pattern with IV, (radial) and N,
(axial) wires. The total number of coil windings is thus N = N,IV,.

3.2.1 Free-space coil models

The effects of the geometry of the coils are studied in free space using the expressions
for the self- and mutual inductance for spatially distributed coils given in Eq. (2.15)
and Eq. (2.14), respectively. In free space, the resistance of the coils only depends
on the wire resistance, which is calculated by Eq. (2.17). These calculations are
simple and fast and the study is done by means of parametric sweeps.

The coils are described by their geometry, material and type of wire, i.e. solid or litz
wire. The geometrical parameters are the coil radius, the wire radius, the distance
between wire windings, the number of windings and the location of the coils. From
the expressions in Eq. (2.15) and Eq. (2.14), it is clear that both the self- and mutual
inductance increase with larger coil radius and number of coil windings. Similarly,
the total length of the wire, and thus the wire resistance, is directly proportional
to the radius and number of windings. The wire radius influences mainly the self-
inductance and resistance.

For the frequencies of interest, it is clear that the resistance of a litz wire is lower
than that of a solid wire, where it is assumed that the radius of the wire strands
constituting the litz wire is small enough and the total conductive area of the litz
wire is comparable to the solid wire.

From Chapter 2, we know that the coupling coefficient plays an important role in
the performance of a wireless energy transfer system. The coupling coefficient is
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non-trivial for the spatially distributed coil system and it is this behavior that is the
main focus of the parametric study for the free-space coil models.

3.2.2 Modelling of adjacent objects

The coaxial coils of the free-space models are also implemented in a FEM solver. In
addition, different components present in a more realistic wireless transfer system
between the ground and the bottom of a vehicle are introduced and their effects on
the resistance, inductance and magnetic field is evaluated. In detail, we analyze the
effect of metallic shielding plates in the ground and in the car chassis, ferrites around
the coils. The FEM solver is compared to analytical expressions in Appendix B.1
and it is demonstrated that the two techniques compare well for computations of
the inductance, magnetic flux, flux density, resistance and induced voltage. Further,
in Appendix B.2, we investigate the convergence of the adaptive mesh refinement
used in the FEM computations. After one adaptive mesh refinement, we find that
the estimated error is less than 0.1% for the self-resistance, mutual resistance, self-
inductance and mutual inductance.

3.2.2.1 Geometry and computational domain boundary

The magnetic fields caused by the currents in the coils tend rather slowly towards
zero as the distance to the coils tend to infinity. It is impossible to solve the magnetic
field problem in an infinitely large region and the computational domain is therefore
extended by a so-called infinite element domain, which is terminated by the Dirichlet
boundary condition A, = 0 on the outer boundary. Infinite elements are useful for
unbounded problems, such as the one studied in this thesis, but requires that the
solution varies slowly in the infinite elements [22]. This is achieved by placing the
infinite element domain at a sufficiently large distance from the coils.

COMSOL’s AC/DC-interface can simulate both solid and litz wire using the “single-
turn” and “multi-turn” coil domains, respectively [4]. Both kinds of coil types can
be excited with voltage or current sources.

An example of the geometry of the problem is shown in Fig. 3.2. The model is
axisymmetric with respect to the z-axis and the computational domain is truncated
by an infinite element domain. Details of the primary and secondary coils are shown
in Fig. 3.3. Note that there is only metal shielding on the secondary side, which
represent the vehicle chassis.

3.2.2.2 Shielding metal-plates

We study the effects of shielding the magnetic fields with metal plates both in the
car and in the ground. The metal shield in the car represents the car chassis, which
is usually constructed of iron. We investigate shielding from three kinds of metal:
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Figure 3.2: Computational geometry for a typical wireless power transfer system.
The geometry is axisymmetric and the z-axis is the axis of symmetry. The primary
side consists of the primary coil surrounded by ferrite. The secondary side consists
of the secondary coil surrounded by ferrite. A metal plate is present to shield the

| l.5

r [m]

region above the secondary coil from magnetic fields.

iron (highly ferromagnetic); steel (somewhat ferromagnetic); and aluminum (non-
magnetic). Shielding the primary coil from ground with metal is not necessarily
beneficial because it is unproblematic to have strong magnetic fields in the ground
and the eddy current in metal plate typically exceed the eddy currents in the ground
when the shield is absent. Therefore, we investigate two cases: (i) metal in both the

car and in the ground; and (ii) metal only in the car.
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Figure 3.3: Detail of the geometry of (a) the secondary side and (b) the primary

side. The geometry is axisymmetric with respect to the z-axis. The coils windings
are represented as circles on a grid.

3.2.2.3 The dielectric properties of ground

The ground beneath the energy transfer system can feature both resistive and dielec-
tric losses. The conductivity and permittivity of moist ground at radio frequencies
is studied in Ref. [16], and we use these material properties to study the losses in
the ground.

3.2.2.4 Estimating the magnetic flux density

To quantify the magnetic flux density magnitude, we probe the magnetic flux density
at five sampling points along a vertical line at z = 0.85 m, which are located between
the two coils. As we excite the primary coil by the current [P . = 1A, we get the
magnetic flux density values Ef at the five sampling points indexed ¢ = 1,..,5.
Similarly, a new computation with IS, = 1A yields B}. We then estimate the

sec
magnetic flux density B; at point ¢ during operation of the wireless energy transfer
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system as

Bi=B+ B =

p
Lexc exc

BP
: j| ]grcuit +

s
B [ I8
Is circuit?

where the quantities I, and I5 i are the currents in the primary and secondary
coil, i.e. iy and iy according to Eq. (3.1). Next, we assume that the magnitude of
the currents in the two coils are equal, i.e.
’[(I:)ircuit‘ = |[Csircuit’ = [max-

Here, we let I,.x be the maximum allowed current in the coils and it is limited by
the specifications of the wires used for the windings in the coils. In the following,
we use [, = 20 A. Further, we assume the phase difference between the currents
in the two coils is 90°. With these approximations, we can estimate the worst-case
magnitude of the magnetic flux density during operation as

o\ 1/2
L. (3.2)

2

- =
B;

Is

exc

3.3 Coil optimization

A general, nonlinear optimization problem can be written as

minimize f(x),

lb S x < Up,
subject to: I, < Ax < uy,,
lnl S fnl(X> S Uy,

where x is a vector of the design parameters and f(x) is the objective function.
There are three kinds of constraints: (i) upper and lower bounds on the parameters
in x of the form 1, < x < uy; (ii) linear constraints of the form L, < Ax < uyy;
and (iii) nonlinear constraints of the form 1,; < f;(x) < uy.

The main goal of the optimization procedure is to maximize the coupling coefficient
of the two coils and, simultaneously, minimize the magnetic flux density in regions
where humans (or animals) can be present.

The objective function is defined as

)

ktyp

f(x) = - + (1 —a)ps(x), (3-3)

where « € [0, 1] is a weight that determines the relative importance of the two terms
—k(x)/kiyp and pp(x). Here, k(x) is the coupling coefficient and kiy,, is its typical
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value, where we use the constant ki, = 0.1 in the following. The penalty function

pp(x) is defined as
(3585 (1B.or))

B? ’

max

1/4

pB(x) = (3.4)
where |B:] is the estimated magnetic flux density during operation of the wireless
energy transfer system according to Eq. (3.2). In Eq. (3.4), the estimated magnetic
flux density magnitude ’B:’ is squared to make pg(x) differentiable everywhere.
Further, Bya.x = 8.84 T is the peak-value limit of the human exposure to magnetic
fields given by ICNIRP. The parameter « is used in the following manner. We first
set a = 1 and optimize with respect to the design parameters x. We then decrease «
slightly and start a new optimization from the solution retrieved from the previous
run. If the difference in « is small the optimized solution of the new objective
function should be close to that of the previous. This procedure gives information
on how the objective function depends on the weight o and can help us design the
wireless energy transfer system with two conflicting objectives, namely —k(x)/ky
and pg(x).

3.3.1 Gradient-based optimization

The gradient descent method is a powerful first-order optimization algorithm suit-
able for problems where the gradient of the objective function is continuous. The
method converges from the initial design in the design space towards the closest lo-
cal optimum. The gradient descent method may, however, converge slowly. Unless
the problem is known to be convex, it is difficult to know if an optimum is local or
global.

Gradient-based optimization exploits a multivariable, continuously differentiable ob-
jective function f(x). It starts from an initial design x;, where ¢ = 1. Then, the
gradient of f(x) at x = x; is evaluated and corresponds to the direction in which
f(x) increases fastest. Given a position x; in solution space, we find the next position
at

Xit1 = X; — VVf(Xz%

where the step size 7 is either set to an appropriate value or calculated using a line
search.

For gradient-based optimization to be reliable, the errors in the gradient computa-
tions must be sufficiently small. The error in the FEM computations is less than
0.1% after one adaptive mesh refinement, as described in Section 3.2.2. In the fol-
lowing FEM computations, we use one adaptive mesh refinement to ensure that the
error in the gradient computations are sufficiently low.

The gradient of the objective function in (3.3) is

Vi) = -2 VE(x) + (1 — a)Vpp(x).

ktyp
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3. Method for design and optimization

In this thesis, we use central finite-differences to estimate the gradient, e.g. the
derivative of function g(x) with respect to parameter x; is estimated by

o _olere ) —o(x o)

al'j - Al’j '
where e; is a unit vector with zero entries except for element k that is set to zero.
The gradient of pg(x) is calculated using Eq. (3.5) directly. The gradient of the
coupling coefficient is found using the product rule
Ok M _8k8M+8k8L1+8k:8L2
an N N \V L1L2 B oM 8xj 8L1 8xj 8L2 6.73]',

(3.5)

where

ok 1

oM~ VI,Ly
ok 1 LoM

0Ly 2(LyLy)3/?
Ok 1 LM

0Ly 2(L1Ly)3?%

The derivative of the coupling coefficient may then be written as

ok I 1 oM 1 0L, 1 0L,
3xj N M 8xj 2L1 3xj 2L2 895]- .
The derivatives of M, Ly and L, with respect to z; are given by Eq. (3.5).

3.3.2 Geometrical constraints

The coil geometry is restricted is several ways. The length of the coil wire is lim-
ited by the estimated maximum length so that each individual coil (primary or sec-
ondary) does not become self-resonant, as discussed in Section 2.1.2.3. This restricts
the number of turns for the coil and their individual radii. The ferrite geometries are
restricted such that the thickness of the ferrite is sufficiently large for manufacturing
purposes. In Fig. 3.4, a possible ferrite geometry on the primary side is shown with
a name label for each corner. The positions of the corners Ac, Be, Cc and Dc are
derived from the geometry of the coil, e.g. outer coil radius, number of windings,
wire radius, etc., and are not explicitly optimized. The r- and z-coordinates of the
corners Af, Bf, Cf and Df are free to move as long as the following constraints are
satisfied

TAc — Tar > 15mm,
ZAf = ZAc

TBe — 't = 15 mm,
ref — Tce Z 15mm,
'Df — T'Dc 2 15 min,

ZDf = ZDc-
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Figure 3.4: Schematic of a possible geometry of (a) the secondary side and (b) the
primary side, with name labels for each corner.

The constraints in Eq. (3.6) apply to both the primary and secondary side. Further,
we restrict the primary and secondary side individually as

Primary side:

ZBe — 2B > 15 mm
2ce — zcf = 15 mm,
2Bf — ZAg = 15mm,
ZCf — RAg Z 15 mim,
2Bf — 2Bg = 15 mm,
ZCf — ZBg > 15 min,
TBg — rce = 15 mm,
rcg — rpt = 15 mm,

ZCg = ZDf,

Secondary side:

2Bt — 2Bc = 15 mm,
2ot — Zge = 15 mm,
zZor — Zge 2 15 mm,
ZAs — <Bf Z 15 min, (37)
ZAs — RCf > 15 min,
ZBs — ZBf = 1bmm,
rBs — Tct = 1bmm,
rcs — TpDr > 15 mm,

ZCs = ZDf-
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3.4 Circuit optimization

The impedance matrix of a an optimized wireless energy transfer coil geometry is
inserted into the circuit in Fig. 3.1 and the circuit components are optimized. The
two most important performance parameters of the circuit is its efficiency 7 and
the power P, dissipated in the load resistance. The objective function is therefore

defined as

(3.8)

where Py, = 1000 W is a typical (constant) value of the transferred power. The
components subject to optimization is C, Cs, Ry, and ug and the objective function
is evaluated at 85kHz. The weight (3, similar to « in Eq. (3.3), determines the
relative importance of the efficiency as compared to the power dissipated in the
load. The generator resistance is kept constant at 400 m{2, in accordance with
Section 2.1.2.5.

The gradient of the objective function in Eq. (3.8) is a complicated function of the
values of all circuit components. However, the circuit equation in Eq. (3.1) relatively
cheap to compute and the gradient can be found using finite-differences.

3.4.1 Circuit component constraints and initialization

The generator voltage is limited to the range of 0 V to 250 V and the load resistance
is limited values between 02 and 5002. The two capacitors C; and C5 are not
explicitly limited. Instead, the resonance frequencies of the two resonating circuits
that compose the wireless energy transfer system are limited to the range 65 kHz to
105kHz. As the resonance frequency depends on both the capacitance and induc-
tance of the resonator, see Eq. (2.3), the upper and lower limits for the capacitors
depend on the self-inductance of the chosen coil design.

Ten separate optimizations are carried out for every value of [ in the objective
function in Eq. (3.8). Each optimization is initialized with randomly assigned circuit
optimization parameters and the optimized circuit design with the lowest objective
function is then selected as the best candidate for the particular value chosen for 5.
This procedure increases the chance of avoiding local minima and it is feasible for
this optimization problem since the circuit problem is computationally cheap.

30



4

Results

This chapter presents the results produced by the parametric studies, the effects of
different materials in proximity to the coils, and finally the optimization results.

4.1 Coil design

In this section, we present the results of computations based on coil models in free
space and with adjacent objects, such as ground and metal shields. First, we present
how the coupling coefficient depends on the coil geometry in free space. Next, we
investigate the effects of adjacent objects on the coupling coefficient, resistance and
magnetic field.

4.1.1 Free-space coil models

We compute k& between two identical coils with fixed wire radius and coil distance
h in free space. First, the outer coil radius ry is varied, while all other geometry
parameters are kept constant. The results are presented in Fig. 4.1. We find, from
Fig. 4.1, that the coupling coefficient is approximately proportional to the ratio ro/h
around ro/h = 1. In the context of a wireless power transfer system, it is desirable
to maximize the coupling coefficient and, consequently, it is useful to make the radii
of the two coils as large as possible in relation to their distance of separation for the
free-space situation.

Next, we fix the outer radius of the coils to 0.3m and vary the number of coil
windings. The distance between two coil windings is 10 mm. The results from the
sweep of N, and N, are presented in Fig. 4.2. The coupling coefficient shows a
non-trivial behavior when N, and NN, are varied. Noticeably, the maximum coupling
coefficient is not found for the highest number of coil windings, and it is concluded
that flat coils V, = 1 with about N, = 15 turns yield the largest coupling coefficient,
where the air gap between the coils is h = 0.3 m.
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Figure 4.1: Coupling coefficient as a function of coil radius ry divided by the coil
distance h. The two coils are kept identical throughout the parameter sweep.
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Figure 4.2: Coupling coefficient between two identical coils as a function of number
of coil windings in radial and axial direction. Wire radius, distance between coil
loops and the coil distance are fixed during the parameter sweep.

4.1.2 Coil models with adjacent objects

In the following sections, we study the effects on the inductance, losses and magnetic
fields due to shielding plates, ferrites and ground. The two coils are identical and
fixed with an outer radius equal to 0.3m. Here, we use a wire radius of 3mm for
a litz wire with a strand density of 0.9. The coils are wound with N, = 4 times
N, = 2 turns in a grid, where the distance between the wires is 7mm. The vertical
distance between the coils is 0.3m. As a reference case, we use these coils located
in free space. The FEM model in free space yields the inductances, resistances and
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magnetic fields given in Tab. 4.1. The magnetic field lines and magnitude for a
current excitation of 1 A through both coils is shown in Fig. 4.3.

Table 4.1: Inductances, resistances and coupling coefficient for two coils in free
space.

Free space
Rl, Rg 10.8 m§?
Ry 0
L17 L2 81.5 ,uH
M 7.93 uH
k 0.0973

0.45r-

0.4r

0.35r

03r

0.25+

0.2r

0.15-

z[m]

0.1r

0.05-

-0.051

-0.1r

-0.15F

6 0.1 0;2 013 0;4 (m] 0‘.5 016 0‘.7 018 0;9
Figure 4.3: Magnetic field lines and log,, |§ | for two coils in free space and an
excitation current of 1 A in both coils.

4.1.2.1 Metal shielding

Metallic plates are placed in the vicinity of the two coils to confine the magnetic
field between the coils, as shown in Fig. 4.4(a). Iron is the most common car
chassis material but we also investigate shields made of steel and aluminum. These
materials are chosen as they are common, cheap and have different permeabilities.
Aluminum is essentially non-magnetic whereas stainless steel (pu, = 100) and pure
iron (u, = 4000) are ferromagnetic. Given the results in Section 2.2.1, we expect
the resistive losses to increase and the coupling coefficient to decrease as the eddy
currents in the metals dissipate energy and reduces the magnetic flux through the
coils. Table 4.2 presents the effects of adding metal plates in both the ground and
in the car. The table shows that by adding the metal plates, we have increased

33



4. Results

Table 4.2: Inductances, resistances and coupling coefficient with metal shields of
iron, steel and aluminum in both the car and ground and only in the car.

Shield in both car and ground | Shield only in car
Iron Steel | Aluminum Aluminum

i 4000 100 1 1

Ry 1.09Q 0.55€2 27.2mS2 11.9mf2
D) 2.44€) 1.15Q 38.7 mf2 38.7mf2
Ri5 | 0.267Q | 0.114Q2 | 2.98mf) 3.13m{2
L, | 68.0uH | 66.4pH | 65.2uH 79.6 uH
Ly | 592pH | 55.8uH | 53.5 uH 53.6 uH
M | 199pH | 1.66 pH | 1.44 uH 2.42 uH
k 0.0314 | 0.0273 0.0243 0.0371

the resistive losses and decreased the inductances and coupling coefficient when
compared to the situation with the same coils located in free space, which we use as
a reference case. The difference in the coupling coefficient is small as we compare
the three metals. However, the aluminum plate affects the resistance significantly
less than the ferromagnetic metals. Figure 4.4(a) shows the magnetic field strength
and field lines when the aluminum plates are included. It is clearly visible from
Fig. 4.4(a) that the aluminum efficiently confines the magnetic fields between the
coils. The current density in the top plate is shown in Fig. 4.4(b) and the induced
surface current density is clearly visible. We conclude that adding metal shielding
severely decreases the coupling coefficient and increases the resistances. Aluminum
reduces the coupling coefficient slightly more than steel and iron, but the resistive
losses in the aluminum is significantly lower than the losses in the ferromagnetic
metals. If we leave out the metal shielding in the ground and only shield the car
chassis, the reduction in the coupling coefficient and the increase in resistance is less
severe, which is shown in the last column in Tab. 4.2.

4.1.2.2 Ferrite plates

To guide the magnetic fields and reduce the reluctance of the magnetic circuit,
we add a ferrite plate below the primary coil and another ferrite plate above the
secondary coil. The ferrite material has a relative permeability of p, = 3000 and a
conductivity of ¢ = 107'2S /m. The ferrite is similar to the ferrite “F Material” from
Magnetics inc. [11]. However, the ferrite used in this thesis has constant permeability
and conductivity while these material properties depends on the frequency, magnetic
flux density and temperature for the “F Material”. The expression in Eq. (2.18)
limits the length of the wire used for the coil and the maximum length of the wire

18
Co Co

2 for/&pett - 2for/€ (e +1) /2

for the relative permeability p, = 3000, fo = 85kHz and £ = 10. It is reasonable to
limit the outer radius of the coils to 0.3 m in order to make it fit a normal car. A

~ 14.4m, (4.1)

lmax =
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Figure 4.4: (a) Magnetic field lines and log,, | B| and (b) induced current density
J in the aluminum shield above the secondary coil. Both coils are excited with a
current of 1 A.

coil with N, = 4 and N, = 2 and an outer radius 0.3m has a total wire length of
14.4m and may be a suitable choice in the energy transfer system.

Figure Fig. 4.5 shows two cases in order to study how the performance varies with
the addition of highly magnetic and nonconductive materials: (a) small amount of
ferrite material; and (b) large and thick ferrite plates. The material parameters and
the geometry of the ferrites are identical for the primary and secondary coil. Thus,
the self-resistance and self-inductance is equal for the two coils and these results are
shown in Tab. 4.3. The ferrite adds an insignificant amount of resistive losses to the
system. The large ferrite plates increases the coupling by almost 50% as compared
to the free-space case, while the small core geometry decreases the coupling. The
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Table 4.3: Inductances, resistances and coupling coefficient with ferrite material
added in the vicinity of the primary and secondary coil.

Small ferrite | Large ferrite
R12 6.7 nf) 120 n2
Ly, Lo 161 uH 193 uH
M 1.23 uH 26.5 uH
k 0.0765 0.137

0.af
0.35 -3
0.3 35
0.25 4
0.2 -45
= 015 -5
N 01 5.5
0.05 5
of 6.5
0.05 3
01 75
0.15 | . ‘ . ‘ | | | 5
0 0.1 0.2 03 0.4 05 0.6 0.7 0.8
r[m]
-3
35
-4
45
= -5
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-6
6.5
-7
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‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ . ‘ : 1 W.g
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Figure 4.5: Magnetic field lines and log,, |B| for (a) relatively small ferrites of
annular shape and (b) large and thick ferrite plates. Both coils are excited with a
current of 1 A.
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magnetic field for the two cases are plotted in Fig. 4.5. The magnetic field strength
is significantly increased in the region between the coils for the large ferrite plates.
We can clearly see that the magnetic fields are guided by the large ferrite plates
and that the field strength on the “backside” of the ferrite plate is several orders
of magnitude lower than between the coils. Thus, the large ferrite plates efficiently
guides the magnetic fields and they provide some shielding, which can be used to
reduce the induced currents in e.g. the metal in the car chassis.

4.1.2.3 Ground

The study in Ref. [16] shows that the conductivity in the ground can reach several
mS/m at 100 kHz, when the water content of the soil varies from dry to 40 weight-%.
For the same interval of moisture content, the relative permeability varies from 2 to
around 100. Even though the conductivity of the soil is rather low, the ground can
still contribute to resistive and dielectric losses. At 100 kHz and a water content of
15 weight-%, the ground conductivity is 5.6 mS/m and the relative permittivity is
50, which gives a loss tangent of
tand = — ~ 20.
we

This indicates that the displacement current in the ground is negligible as compared
to the conduction current.

Ground with a water content of 15% is introduced as shown in Fig. 4.6. The conduc-

0.4-
0.35f
0.3F -3.5
0.25f -4
0.2+ {1 11-45
— 0.5} » 1115
E
N O.1F 11155
0.05F / "
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o] 0.1 0.2 0‘.3 . 8
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Figure 4.6: Magnetic field lines and log,, | B| for two coils with ground as shown

in Fig. 3.2. Both coils are excited with a current of 1 A.

tivity and permittivity is interpolated from Ref. [16], while the relative permeability
is assumed to unity. The results are shown in Tab. 4.4 and we notice that the resis-
tances are slightly increased by the proximity of lossy ground, but no other effect is
clearly visible.

37



4. Results

Table 4.4: Inductances, resistances and coupling coefficient with ferrite core sur-
rounding the coils.

Ground
Ry 11.8 m§2
Ry | 11.2mQ
R12 0.537 mf2
Ly 81.5 uH
Lo 81.5 uH
M 79.3 uH
k 0.0973

4.1.3 Optimized coil geometry

From Section 4.1.2, it is clear that placing metal shields in-between the primary coil
and the ground is detrimental to the performance of the energy transfer system. In
addition, such shielding is rarely needed in order to protect humans or electrical
equipment from the magnetic field and it implies additional costs for the wireless
power transfer system. We also know that ferrite plates is useful for guiding the
magnetic flux and the magnetic field in the air is. Section 2.2.2 shows us that the
reluctance is dominated by the air gap between the coils and, thus, the ferrites can be
made thin and they do not necessarily need to have very large relative permeabilities.
Next, we use the objective function in Eq. (3.3) and run the optimization with the
constraints in Eq. (3.6) and Eq. (3.7), where pu, = 100 for the ferrite material.
In Fig. 4.7, the coupling coefficient is plotted against the magnetic field penalty
function for varying a. Note that the first optimization is started with a = 1 and
consecutive optimizations with lower « are initialized with the optimized design
based on the previous value of . The optimized geometries of the four points in
Fig. 4.7 indicated by a = 1, 0.98, 0.94 and 0.9 are shown in Fig. 4.8. In Fig. 4.8(a),
the initial ferrite design is outlined with dashed lines. Figure 4.8(a) shows us that
maximum coupling coefficient is achieved with the largest ferrite surface area. This
is in agreement with the investigations of the reluctance in Sec. 2.2.2. When « is
reduced, the width of the ferrites is decreased and the magnetic field in the nearby
region where humans may be present is reduced. It is interesting to note that the
ferrite plate on the primary side is affected less than the ferrite plate on the secondary
side by the reduction of a. Thus, the shape of the ferrite on the secondary side is
more important in order to reduce the magnetic field than the primary side ferrite.
Note that the horizontal part of the metal shield plate on the secondary side follows
the ferrites closely. This behavior is unexpected, because nearby metal plates are
expected to reduce the coupling coefficient. However, the metal plate also reduce
the magnetic field strength in the region where humans may be present. The electric
and magnetic properties of the geometries in Fig. 4.8 are presented in Tab. 4.5.
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Figure 4.7: Coupling coefficient as a function of the magnetic field penalty function
Py for o € [0.9, 1].
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Figure 4.8: Geometries optimized with (a) o = 1, (b) a = 0.98, (¢c) o = 0.94
and (d) @ = 0.9. In Fig. 4.8(a) the initial ferrite design is shown with dashed lines.
The remaining optimized geometries was initialized from the optimized design of a

previous optimization with a slightly higher a.
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Table 4.5: Inductance, resistance, coupling coefficient and pg for the geometries

shown in Fig. 4.8.

oY 098 094 09
R, [mQ)] 105 89.1  80.9
Ry [mQ)] 109 953  88.1
Ryp [mQ] | 6.77 5.23 428  3.69
Ly [pH] 266 219 196
Ly [pH] 271 228 207
M [pH] | 51.7 345 237 189
k [-] 0.156 0.129 0.106 0.0939
B [-] 41.6 998 332 188

4.2 Optimized wireless energy transfer system

The impedance matrices of the four designs shown in Fig. 4.8 are exploited in the
context of the circuit optimization with the objective function given in Eq. (3.8).
We optimize the circuits for different values of 8 in Eq. (3.8) and plot the efficiency
as a function of power dissipated in the load in Fig. 4.9. Figure 4.9 shows that we
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Figure 4.9: Efficiency and power dissipated in the load for circuits optimized with
a varying from zero to one for the four geometries shown in Fig. 4.8.

can achieve efficiencies around 90% with all geometries. Similarly, the maximum
achievable amount of transferred power is 30 kW, but the efficiency is then reduced
to 50%. Note that the highest transferred power is achieved with the design with
the lowest coupling coefficient.

In Fig. 4.10, the current in the primary coil is plotted as a function of the transferred
power and we find that high power requires large currents. We also find that the
current-power characteristic only differs between the different designs at low and
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Figure 4.10: Current in the primary coil as a function of transferred in the load
for circuits optimized with § varying from zero to one for the four geometries shown
in Fig. 4.8.

high levels of transmitted power. In the intermediate zone, the optimized circuits
behave similarly. To prevent overheating of the energy transfer system, we limit the
magnitude of the currents. As described in Sec. 3.2.2.4, we restrict the the largest
current in the two coils to 20 A and use the circuit design with the highest effi-
ciency and transferred power given this current constraint to find the performance
of the system. The resulting circuits and coil currents are presented in Tab. 4.6.
Disregarding the magnitudes of the magnetic fields, it is clear that the design with

Table 4.6: Optimized performance, component values and coil currents for the
four geometries in Fig. 4.8. The optimized circuit with the highest efficiency and
transferred power with the current closest to 20 A is chosen and rescaled such that
the largest current is at the limit.

a 1 0.98 0.94 0.9

k 0.156 0.129 0.106 0.0939
max_ |B| [uT] | 47.15 22.16 13.37 10.15

n 0.96 0.94 0.91 0.89

Py, [kW] 4.80 3.24 2.15 1.66

Ry, [9) 500 500 500 500

ug [V 250 173 117 93

Cy [nF] 10.8 13.4 16.2 18.0

C, [nF] 10.2 12.9 15.4 16.9

1 [kHz] 84.3 84.3 84.5 84.6

fo [kHz] 86.9 85.1 85.5 85.0

i [A] 20.0/0.00°  20.0/0.35°  20.0/0.11°  20.0/—0.15°
in [A] 8.98/—103.2° 9.16/—105.3° 8.76/—103.3° 8.44/—102.4°
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the highest coupling coefficient achieves the highest amount of transferred power.
The efficiency varies little in all designs presented in Tab. 4.6. Notably, the mag-
nitude of the current in the secondary coil is less than half the magnitude of the
current in the primary coil. Table 4.6 shows an increase in the coupling coefficient,
power delivered to the load and the transfer efficiency as we increase o. This is sim-
ilar to the expressions for the power and efficiency derived in Appendix A. Thus, if
we allow larger magnetic fields, i.e. « close to unity, we can achieve higher coupling
coefficient, transferred power and efficiency.

The magnetic flux density magnitude for the four geometries in Fig. 4.8 with the
currents given in Tab. 4.6 are shown in Fig. 4.11. The decrease in magnetic field

z[m]

z[m]

(c) (d)

Figure 4.11: Magnetic field lines and log,, |§ | of the four geometries in Fig. 4.8
optimized with (a) o =1, (b) a = 0.98, (¢) @ = 0.94 and (d) a = 0.9. The currents
through the coils are given in Tab. 4.6.

strength toward the edge of the car is clearly visible as the four magnetic field plots
in Fig. 4.11 are compared. The maximum magnetic flux density probed at the five
points along the vertical line at » = 0.85 m for the studied geometries, are presented
in the second row of Tab. 4.6. All magnetic flux density values in Tab. 4.6 exceed
the 8.84 uT limit given by ICNIRP. However, as the magnetic fields scale linearly
with the currents through the coils, we can reduce the magnetic fields by decreasing
the applied voltage ug. The amount of transferred power is given in Tab. 4.7 as
the the applied voltage ug is reduced such that the magnetic flux density at the
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edge of the car does not exceed 8.84 uT, where we have used the circuit designs
given in Tab. 4.6. Table 4.7 shows that the amount of power delivered to the load
is considerably reduced compared to the transferred power in Tab. 4.6. Thus, we

Table 4.7: Power transferred with the optimized circuits in Tab. 4.6 with applied
voltage reduced such that the magnetic field where humans or animals can be present
does not exceed the peak-value limit of 8.84 u'T given by ICNIRP.

a | 1098 094 09
ug [V] | 47 69 77 8l
P, kW] [ 0.17 052 0.94 1.3

could gain a significant amount of transferred power, should we be able to allow for
larger magnetic fields or an increase of the distance from the coils to places humans
or animals can be located. This is made clear in Fig. 4.12, where the magnitude of
the magnetic flux density is plotted along a horizontal line at z = 0.15m, i.e. in the
middle between the two coils, for the design in Fig. 4.8(d). The rapid decay of the
magnetic flux density is clearly visible from approximately » = 0.4 m.

107

IBI[T]

107t

10 10 10t 1o

r[m]
Figure 4.12: Magnetic field strength in logarithmic scale along a horizontal line at
z = 0.15m during operation of the wireless energy transfer system with design as
in Fig. 4.8(d), with optimized circuit components and currents in the coils given in
Tab. 4.6.
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Conclusions and future work

In this thesis, we study wireless energy transfer systems based on resonant induc-
tive coupling with application to the charging of electric vehicles. The work also
investigates the implications of metal plates, ferrites and ground adjacent to the
energy transfer system. In this chapter, the main outcome of the thesis is presented
together with what should be focused on in future studies.

5.1 Conclusions

We investigate and design a wireless energy transfer system based on two induc-
tively coupled resonant circuits separated by an air gap. We show that the coupled
wireless energy transfer system has two resonance peaks and that the separation of
these peaks increase with increasing coupling coefficient. The coils are studied in
the frequency domain with axisymmetric geometry. To avoid the self-resonance of
the coils, we limit the length of the coil wire such that the self-resonance frequency
appears at much higher frequencies than the frequency of operation. We study the
potential higher frequency components generated by the power source and show that
basically only the fundamental frequency is present in wireless energy transfer sys-
tems based on resonant inductive coupling. Further, we discuss the effects of adding
materials in the vicinity of the coils. We show that metal plates above the secondary
coil can efficiently shield the surrounding from magnetic fields. However, the mag-
netic fields induce eddy currents in the metal plates, which drastically decrease the
coupling coefficient and increases the resistive losses. Ferrites, a material with very
low eddy currents and high permeability, is placed on both the primary and sec-
ondary side and it is shown to efficiently cancel the negative effects of the shielding
plates and improve the coupling coefficient. The geometry of the coils, metal plates
and the ferrites is optimized using gradient-based optimization in order to maximize
the coupling coefficient and keep the magnetic field low in regions where humans
may be present. The wireless energy transfer system circuit components are also
optimized using gradient-based optimization methods using the impedance matrices
that result from the optimization of the geometry based on field computations.

Given a parameter study of two identical and co-axial coils in free space, we find that
the coupling coefficient increases monotonically with r/d, where r is their common
radius and d is the distance between the coils. Adding conductive and ferromagnetic
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materials in the vicinity of the coil have varying effects on the coupling coefficient
and losses of the energy transfer system. Metal plates can drastically lower the
coupling coefficient and increase the resistive losses. However, the metal plates
can efficiently shield the interior of the car from magnetic fields and protect the
passengers from the potentially harmful magnetic fields. To limit the undesirable
effects of the metallic shield, we use ferrites to guide the magnetic fields in such a
manner that induced currents in the metal shields are low. Well-designed ferrites
can completely cancel the negative effects of the metal shields. From studying the
reluctance of a simplified model of the system, we find that the relative permeability
of the ferrites does not need to be very large and u, =~ 100 can be sufficient for some
situations.

For the optimized coil geometries, we achieve coupling coefficients between 0.09 and
0.15. The width of the ferrite plates has a strong influence on the coupling coefficient.
The coupling coefficient increases as the width of the ferrite plates increases. When
we penalize the magnetic field strength, the widths of the ferrite plates decrease
since it makes the magnetic fields become more localized to the symmetry axis of
the transformer and, therefore, weaker in regions where humans may be present.
This width reduction is more prominent on the secondary side than the primary
side. The shape of the metal chassis under the car can also be used to affect the
magnitude of the magnetic fields by shielding the surroundings to some extent.

Given the optimized coil geometries and their corresponding impedance matrices,
we optimize the performance of the wireless energy transfer system circuit by tuning
the remaining circuit components. Without constraints on the currents in the coils,
we can transfer several tens of kW. Limiting the current to 20 A in the coils, we can
achieve transferred power levels of a few kW. However, even with limited currents,
the magnitude of the magnetic field exceed the limits given by ICNIRP. Restricting
the currents in the coils further, we can transfer approximately 1.3kW with 89%
efficiency without exceeding the 8.84 T peak-value limitation. This is achieved with
the optimized coil geometry, where we used a large penalization on the magnetic
field strength and this resulted in a coupling coefficient of 0.09.

5.2 Future work

In this thesis, the magnetic field computations are performed on axisymmetrical and
two-dimensional model geometries. This simplifies the computations but decreases
the applicability of the model. Non-axisymmetric models in three dimensions are
necessary to model real-world applications.

One such three-dimensional aspect is the potential misalignment of the two coils. A
study of the effects of misalignment would yield information on how sensitive the
system performance is to the displacements of the coils e.g. due to incorrect parking
of the vehicle. If it is shown that the energy transfer is exceedingly sensitive, it
may be necessary to equip the system with the ability to move the coils. The sim-
ulations are also carried out in the frequency domain and they do not account for

46



5. Conclusions and future work

non-linearities that occur in a realistic implementations of a wireless power transfer
system for , e.g., charging applications. One such non-linear effect occurs in ferro-
magnetic materials as they are magnetized. In the context of charging by means of
a wireless power transfer system, more important non-linear effects are associated
with circuit components such as diodes and transistors, which are used in rectifiers
and power inverters. Other non-linearities that may be of importance are associated
with power dissipation in components of the system, where the electrical behavior
of the component depends on its temperature. However, temperature drift occurs
on rather slow time-scales in comparison with non-linearities associated with the
switching of transistors and diodes, which prompts for different treatment of the
two types of non-linearities.

The simulations are also carried out in the frequency domain, which does not model
the nonlinearity of the ferromagnetic materials. Further simulations in the time-
domain is needed to understand the nonlinearities.

The limits for the magnetic field strength used in this thesis are based on the guide-
lines given by ICNIRP. These guidelines are for whole-body exposure of magnetic
fields. As the fields are mainly confined to the region below the car, the human ex-
posure is limited to the feet and lower legs. This can potentially allow us to increase
the current passing through the coils and thereby increase the transferred power.
This would require investigations of the magnitudes of the induced currents in the
exposed parts of the human body.

Co-optimization of the coil geometry and the wireless energy transfer circuit is a
potential continuation of the work in this thesis. We simplified the optimization
by separating the optimization of the geometry and the circuits. This separation is
feasible because the coupling coefficient depends only on the geometrical properties
of the coils and the efficiency and power delivered to the load increases with the
coupling coefficient. However, a large coupling coefficient is not the only factor in
a well-performing wireless energy transfer system. Co-optimization of the geometry
and circuit components allows for synergy effects and potentially better performing
designs.
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A

Circuit model analysis

It is possible to analytically solve the system of equations that describes the wireless
energy transfer circuit. However, the results are non-trivial to interpret. In this
section, we simplify the problem in order to derive expressions of the efficiency and
power delivered to the load that are informative and simple to understand.

A.1 Power delivered to the load

This chapter contains analytical derivations of the power dissipated in the load on
the secondary side due to a current through the primary coil. We assume small
coupling coefficients and that the primary side induce voltage in the secondary coil,
but we neglect the voltage induced in the primary coil due to the current in the
secondary coil. The circuit diagram used in the derivations is shown in Fig. A.1.

L X M.k
L || I
Ly L,
uGT@ O Ry,
R R,

T

Figure A.1: Circuit diagram with capacitor in series on the primary side.

A circuit diagram of the series capacitor primary side circuit is shown in Fig. A.2.
The current through inductance L; is found by

UG uG

N Ztot - RG + Rl + ]C«JLl + jwlC1

a1




A. Circuit model analysis

R .
uf(~)

Ry

=

Figure A.2: Circuit diagram of the primary side with capacitor in series.

where the induced voltage in the primary coil due to iy is neglected. At resonance
the reactive parts of the impedance cancel and the circuit can be described by the
resistances Rg and R, connected in series with the voltage source. The current
through L, is then

. uG
_ U Al
“T R ¥ R (A1)

The secondary side comprises the secondary coil Ls, a capacitor Cy and the load
resistor Ry,. The circuit is excited by voltage induced by the primary coil. A circuit
diagram is shown in Fig. A.3. With a current 4; in the primary coil, the voltage

Lo

RQ _ 02 RL

o

Figure A.3: Circuit diagram of the secondary side.

induced over the secondary coil is
v = JwMiy,

where w is the frequency of the voltage source ug and M is the mutual inductance
between L, and Ls.

The impedance of the secondary side can be expressed as

1
Z = Ry + jwLo + ———+,
2wk —RILJrijQ

IT



A. Circuit model analysis

which can be rewritten as

RL 1 (CUCQRL)2

jwlL :
2 + Jwha + ijQ 1 + (CUCQRL)2

Z=Ry+ —Fr
2 1+(WC’2RL)

(A.2)

We see that we can rewrite Eq. (A.2) as a resistor, an inductor and a capacitor
connected in series, with the equivalent component values

Ri = Ry + 4

1+(wCzRL)
Ly = Lo (A.3)
_ 1+(wC2Ry)?
Cp = o comy?

The diagram of the equivalent circuit is shown in Fig. A 4.

Ce

e X
ng: |

Figure A.4: Series circuit equivalent to Fig. A.3 with component values given in
Eq. (A.3)

The quality factor of an electromagnetic resonator is defined as

where Wy and Wg are the total magnetic and electric energies respectively. At
resonance the electric and magnetic energies are equal, Wy = Wg, which gives a
quality factor

2Wu
=w .
Q 0 PIOSS
The magnetic energy for the resonator is defined as
1
Wy = = Li?,
M7
and the resistive losses
Poss = REZ2

This gives us the quality factor of the equivalent circuit as

0 Z%LEﬂ Lg 1 ; 1
=Wy—5—— =Wy =Wy = at resonance p = ————.
B 0 ZQRE ORE 0 vV LECE woC’ERE
If we assume the resistance of the secondary coil to be zero, i.e.
Ry =0, (A.4)
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the quality factor becomes

1

Qr = 1+ (woCa Ry )2 Ry,
WOCQ (woC2Ry,)? 14 (woC2Ry,)?

= WOCZRLa

and

1+ Q%
14+ Qf
Cp = Cy
Q%
We can now express the impedance in Eq. (A.2) in terms of the equivalent circuit
quality factor as
Ry, Q%

1+ Q3 jwoCs (1 + Qr)”
Next, we assume the equivalent circuit quality factor to be large, i.e.

Ry,

+ Jwolso +

QE = WORLCQ > 1. (A5)

Then, the expressions for the equivalent resistance, capacitance and impedance be-
comes

Ry,
RE ~ Qi%
Cp =~ Cy (A.6)
Ry, . 1 1 woLs
4~ — 4+ jwoly + ——— =< wy = =
% Joke JwoCo { ’ VLQC2} Qr

We see from Eq. (A.6) that the impedance of the secondary side can be reduced by
increasing the quality factor of the equivalent circuit in Fig. A.4. With v = v; =
JwoM1iq the complex power in the secondary side becomes

jwoMiy |2 M?Qgli|? L
S = |ngoL221| - LQE|Z1| N szlRL’iﬂQ- (A7)
or 2 ’

Note that the complex power is real-valued at resonance. If the secondary side is
not resonating, the quality factor Qg can not be defined in the same way as we have
done here. We can see from Eq. (A.7) that we can influence the dissipated power on
the secondary side by controlling the quality factor and the current in the primary
side.

A.2 Transfer efficiency

One of the figures of merit of the energy transfer system is the efficiency. This is
studied in Kiani et al. in Ref. [9]. The following derivation of the transmission
efficiency is a reproduction of their results.
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A. Circuit model analysis

The circuit diagram of the wireless energy transfer system used in this thesis is
showed in Fig. A.5. Note that there is no explicit generator resistance. We assume
that the resistance R; includes both the coil resistance and the generator resistance.
First, the system is assumed to be at resonance. The quality factors of the two

%CF&./\.E
UG@ ng LQE — G DRL

T

Figure A.5: Circuit diagram of two-coil transfer system.

resonant circuits are then defined as

w0L1 1
Ql pum pum—
R1 UJQClRl
QQ _ w0L2 _ 1
Ry woCa Ry

The mutual induction between L; and Ly is M = k+/L1Ly. The derivation is
now split up into three parts: (i) constructing an equivalent parallel circuit to the
secondary side; (ii) constructing an equivalent circuit containing only Lo, (iii) and
lastly finding an analytic expression for the total efficiency of the system.

A.2.1 Equivalent parallel circuit

We can describe the secondary side circuit with the equivalent parallel circuit shown
in Fig. A.6. We can find the values of L, and R, by matching the admittance of

Lo R —— () Ry,

Figure A.6: Equivalent circuit diagram to the secondary side in Fig. A.5.

these two components, i.e.
1

1
Y Eanl— + . 9
! RpQ JWo Lp2
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with the admittance of the inductor and resistor in the original circuit,

1 . R2 - jWOLQ 1 1 1 1

RQ + ](.U()LQ R% + <WL2)2 RQ 1+ <WR7L2)2 ]WOLQ (&)2 +1

wlo

Y5

with Qs = wly/ Ry, we can write Y5 as

11 N 1 1
TR 1+Q3 0 jwole 1+ Q32

Y,

For large ()5, i.e. Q2 > 1, the admittance simplifies to

B 1 " 1
Q§R2 JwoLs

Y,

and the equivalent circuit components becomes
Rp2 - Qng
Lp2 — LQ

Next, we combine the equivalent circuit resistance with the load resistance and define
the parallel resistance R, as

RpRy _ Q3R:Ry
R+ R, Q3R+ Ry

R, = (A.8)

Thus, with the assumptions that the secondary side is resonating and that the
quality factor (), is large, we can construct the simplified version of the secondary
side shown in Fig. A.6, with R, given in Eq. (A.8).

Lo % N O R,

Figure A.7: Simplified circuit diagram of Fig. A.6.

A.2.2 Combining the primary and secondary sides

A non-ideal transformer can, without approximations, be rewritten as a single circuit
by reflecting the secondary side onto the primary. The two circuits are shown in
Fig. A.8, where the potentials u; and uy are defined as

up = jwolLity + jwoMis,
Uy = jwoLats + jwoMiy.
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, , (1-kL,
121 U1 19 (%1
M,k
1%' o
S L LS KR
us ()
| Zin

Figure A.8: (a) A non-ideal transformer and (b) its equivalent circuit.

With Kirchhoft’s voltage law
U2 + iQZL == 0,

we can find the current in the secondary side as
JwoM
- .
Jwols + Z1, !

lg =

This allows us express the voltage over the primary coil in terms of 7; and the circuit
components,

. o JwoM . (wM)? .
uy = jwolqt; + jwgM | ——————191 | = [ jwogL1 + ——F— ] i1.
1 = Jwolnaly T JWo ( Jwols + 21, 1) (] ol jwols + 21, 1

We define the fraction uy/i; as the input impedance Zi,. With M? = k%L, L, we
can express the input impedance as

(1{32 — 1)M2L1L2 +ijL12L

Zin = .
Jwole + Z1,

The equivalence between the two circuits is proven by expressing the input impedance
of the equivalent circuit in Fig. A.8(b) as

. 1 (k2 — 1)w2L1L2 + ijLlZL
Lineq = 1 - k)L = .
,eq jWO( ) 1+ 1 1 ZL+jW()L2

jwok? L1 k2 % Zr,

A.2.3 Efficiency

With the results in Section A.2.1 and A.2.2, we can construct a circuit equivalent
to the circuit in Fig. A.5. This equivalent circuit is shown in Fig. A.9. The values
of the reflected components Cof and R, are found from the equality

1 Ly Ly 1

B ey ady O
i + JwoCret Lo L, p%p + jwoCy
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Gy

i{
szD

(1 — kQ)Ll

k 2 L 1 - ref Rref

Figure A.9: Equivalent circuit seen from the voltage source.

We match the real and imaginary parts to find

Ly
Rit = K*==R,,
f L2 P
Cy
Cref 10
k2

where R, is defined in Eq. (A.8).
We define the loaded quality factor of the reflected secondary side as

Ry

woLs’

Q2L =

(A.9)

and use that Cy = 1/ (ngg) at resonance, to express the reflected components R,
and Cet as

Riet = k*woL1Qor,

o LG 1 (A.10)
T RL, T WLk

Assuming the coupling coefficient k is small, i.e. k? < 1, the inductance (1 — k?)L,
can be approximated as L;. At resonance, the capacitance C, cancels L; and k?L,
cancels C.r. Thus, at resonance, the circuit in Fig. A.9 simplifies to the circuit
shown in Fig. A.10. The efficiency of transferring power from the power generator
to the reflected secondary side is

Pre Rre 2 Rre
Tret = d = £ 5 = ! . (All)
Ptot (Rl + Rref)h Rl + Rref
Similarly, the efficiency of dissipating power in the load can be expressed as
RL Rp?
nL = i i = . (A12)
Rpa + RL Rp2 + Ry,
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Figure A.10: Equivalent circuit at resonance.

Thus, the total efficiency of the two-coil transmission system is

_ Rref Rp2
Ry + Ryt Rp2 + R,

U

We define the load quality factor as @1, = wf; and use Qo from Eq. (A.9) to
express the efficiency as

n= Rief sz _ k2W0L1Q2L Q%Rz _
Ri+ Ryt Ryo + Ri, k2woL1Qar, + Ry Q3R + Ry,

_ kQ%QSL Q%RQ _ {Ql _ WOLl} _

1+ kQ%QBL Q3R2 + Ry, Ry

k*Q1 Qo Q2

14+ k2Q1Qor Q2 + QI;Lb {Qalts Lo} ( )
_ k*Q1Qar, Qo _ {QL _ Ry, } _

1+ k2Q1Qar, Qs + wo Lo
_ k2Q1Qa1, Q2

14+ k2Q1Qar, Q2 + QL

Note that the load quality factor @1, and the loaded quality factor (Qo1, are quality
factors of parallel resonators, while J; and () are the quality factors of series
resonator.

The derivation of the efficiency relies on two approximations: (i) both the primary
and the secondary circuit resonates at the same frequency, i.e. wy = 1/v/L1C) =
1/v/LyCy; and (ii) the coupling coefficient is small, i.e. k? < 1.

An optimal load quality factor can be found by differenting (A.13) with respect to
(wrt.) Q. First, we write 7 as

(Qu) = K*Q1Qa1 Q2 KQu Q2 {Q _ QQQL} -
T T T R0iQu @+ Q. T RQIQ+ Q. |7 et Qr
k20, Q2 k*Q1Q2

S RQut gt g Qe t QL KQuQr + KQuQL + 2+ 82 4+ &

2

O
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Differentiation of n wrt. )y, yields

o P (Re-g+ )

— .
A (k2Q1Q2 + k2Q1QL + 2+ % + %)

This maximizes when k?Q; — % + é = 0, which gives the optimal load quality
L

factor Q'ﬁpt as
2
opt — 4 L. A.14
. 1+ k2Q1Q: ( )

The quality factor is a positive number and, thus, we can discard one solution in
Eq. (A.14). Thus, the optimal load quality factor is

opt __ QZ

= A15
- V1+E2Q1Q2 ( )
This gives us the optimal load resistance as
L 2
opt Wo 2@2 o QQ (A16)

N N s O e =T e o

From Eq. (A.13), it follows that the transfer efficiency maximizes for large Q1, Q2
and k and optimal efficiency is achieved for the load resistance given in Eq. (A.16).

If we insert Eq. (A.15) into Eq. (A.13), we find the optimal efficiency as

opt __ 1

1+ k2Q21Q2 (1 T 1+ k2Q1Q2)

The optimal efficiency expressed in Eq. (A.17) increases monotonically with k. If
we assume that the quality factors are equal, i.e. Q1 = Q2 = ), we can express
Eq. (A.17) in terms of the dimensionless quantity k@, i.e.

7 (A.17)

7P = ! (A.18)

1+ o (1 +/1+ (kQ)2> |

In Fig. A.11, we plot the optimal efficiency as a function of kQ). It is clearly visible in
Fig. A.11 that the transfer efficiency rapidly increases with kQ). Given that k£ =~ 0.1
and ) =~ 1000 for a typical wireless energy transfer system in this thesis, we can
conclude that the optimal efficiency is close to unity.
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Figure A.11: The optimal transfer efficiency as a function of the quantity Q.
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B

Numerical modelling for the field
problem

In this appendix, we compare the results of the COMSOL models with analytical
calculations to verify the correctness of the FEM models. Further, we extrapolate
the FEM models to zero cell-size and study the error of the solutions for finite
cell-size.

B.1 Validation of the COMSOL model

This section compares the quantities calculated in the FEM model with the analytic
formulas.

First, a single wire loop of radius 0.3m is excited by 1 A and the magnetic field is
calculated along the symmetry axis. Fig. B.1 presents from the analytical result
and the corresponding graph based on FEM computations. The magnetic field is

25 x10°

x107

1.9+

1.8r

1.7r

1.6r

=l

@ 13f

1.2f

1.1r

1_

0.9r

0.8,
0.6 t t : : : ' : ;
-0.3 -0.2 -0.1 0 0.1 0.2 0.3 -0.2 0 0.2

z [m] z[m]
@ (b)

Figure B.1: Analytic (a) and FEM (b) calculations of the magnetic field along the
symmetry axis for a single wire loop of radius 0.3 m excited by 1 A.

essentially identical in the two graphs. To verify the “multi-turn coil domain” in
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B. Numerical modelling for the field problem

COMSOL, we consider a similar situation with a coil with N, = 4 and N, = 2 turns.
The outer radius is still 0.3 m and the distance between the windings is 7mm. The
magnetic field along the symmetry axis is shown in Fig. B.2. Once again, the COMSOL

x10°

B [T]

0.4 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
03 02 01 0 01 02 03 ,
z [m] z[m]
(a) (b)
Figure B.2: Analytic (a) and FEM (b) calculations of the magnetic field along the
symmetry axis for a coil with N, =4 and N, = 2 and outer radius 0.3 m excited by
1 A. The distance between wire loops is 7 mm.

model yields the same magnetic field as the analytic expression. Thus, the multi-
turn coil domain can correctly compute the magnetic field along the symmetry axis
for coils with multiple windings.

The analytical expression for the magnetic flux linkage between two conducting
loops, based on elliptic integrals, assumes that the cross section of the wires is small
compared to the other dimensions of the system. As the wires in COMSOL cannot be
infinitely small, we perform a convergence study where the radius of the wires in
the two coils are gradually decreased. Figure B.3 shows the error

_ |Mcomsor, — M analytic|

M Analytic

as a function of the wire radius. The FEM calculations converge toward the analytic
solution with an order of convergence of one.

The self- and mutual inductance of the multi-turn coil is calculated analytically using
Eq. (2.15) and compared to the FEM calculations in Tab. B.1. To test the circuit
model with the FEM solver, the inductances and resistances found in Tab. B.1 is
inserted into the circuit in Fig. 2.1. The capacitances is chosen such that L,;C} =
L,C5 and the generator voltage and resistance is set to 220V and 1 €2, respectively.
The load resistance is chosen according to Eq. (2.19). The circuit problem is solved
and the coil currents computed by the circuit solver are used in the FEM solver.
This gives the total field solution as the coils are driven by the external circuitry.
The voltage over the coil calculated using the circuit model and the FEM solver is
shown in Tab. B.2.
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Figure B.3: Convergence of the FEM computations toward the analytical mutual
inductance for two coaxial, single loop coils, one of radius 0.3m and one of radius
0.01m, located 0.1 m apart. The quantity on the x-axis is the wire radius of both
coils.

Table B.1: Self- and mutual inductance and resistance calculated analytically and
in COMSOL of two identical, coaxial coils of N, = 4, N, = 2, wire radius 3mm and
loop distance 7mm. The coils are displaced 0.3m from each other. A litz wire
density of 0.9 is assumed.

| Analytic  COMSOL
Self-inductance | 81.490xH 81.491 uH
Mutual inductance | 7.9324 yH  7.9327 uH
Resistance 10.68mf2  10.84 m2

Table B.2: Voltage over coils calculated using the circuit model and the FEM
solver.

Circuit COMSOL
Veoin | 35.91 +1¢1813V  35.89 +¢1812V
Veoitz | 1814 +4122.8V 1813 4+ 4122.7V

To conclude, the magnetic field, magnetic flux, induced voltage, inductance and
resistance calculated using COMSOL are all in accordance with the analytical expres-
sions.
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B. Numerical modelling for the field problem

B.2 Extrapolation, accuracy and convergence of
the numerical model

In computational electromagnetics, the problems that have analytical solutions is
limited. Often, the problems are instead solved using numerical techniques such
as the FEM. In this project, the basis functions are second-order polynomials on
triangular finite elements. The accuracy of the models are studied by means of
convergence tests, where the field problem is solved for a set of adaptively refined
meshes. From these consecutive computations, an estimate of the exact solution can
be found by extrapolation.

The aim of this chapter is to get a feeling for how many adaptive mesh refinements
are needed to achieve a certain degree of accuracy. The convergence is studied for one
single problem geometry and the results can, therefore, only be used as an estimate
of the accuracy for other geometries. However, it can be assumed that the same
number of adaptive mesh refinements yields similar accuracy for other geometries.

B.2.1 Adaptive mesh refinement

The straightforward method of refining a triangular mesh is simply dividing each
element into two, or more, elements. However, the number of elements grows expo-
nentially with this procedure. A different approach is to use adaptive mesh refine-
ment [15]. Then, the problem is solved once with an unrefined mesh, which gives
information about what parts of the mesh that contribute most to the error. These
regions typically feature rapid field variations. By studying the solution from the
unrefined mesh and refining only the regions with large error estimates, the number
of additional elements can be decreased while the accuracy is increased.

The geometry of the two-coil system studied in this project contains both sharp
corners, where singularities are highly probable, and objects of drastically different
physical size, e.g. the ferrite core size and coil wire radius. Therefore, the adaptive
refinement scheme is useful to achieve high accuracy, while the number of elements
is kept low.

B.2.2 Extrapolation

From a circuit theory point of view, the interesting results are the resistance, self-
inductance, mutual inductance and quality factor of the two coils in the system. To
understand the convergence of these properties the simulated results are compared
to a simple, first-order expansion model. In the following, we use the resistance as
an example, but the other quantities can be treated similarly. In the case of coil
resistance, the model is

Riodel(Npor) = Ry + RoNpop (B.1)
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where Npop is the number of degrees of freedom for the particular mesh, « the
estimated order of convergence, Ry the extrapolated solution and R,Npjgp is the
leading error.. Note that similar first-order models can be constructed for the self-
and mutual inductance and any other property of interest. By performing Niefine
refinements one can construct the matrix

1L Npor,
Al |l Mora |
L NBoF, Nyegne
and the matrix equation
Ax = Ry,
where x = [Ry R,|T and Ry, is the simulated resistances. This is typically an

overdetermined equation system where N.ene > 2 and it can either be solved by
linear least-square methods or by constructing the square matrix ATA and solve
the system by inversion

Ax = Rsirm
ATAx = ATR,,,,
x = (ATAX)’1 AR,

The residual is computed as

r(a) = ||AX — Ram|| = H (A (ATAx) AT - 1) R

where ||A]| is the 2-norm of A. The found R, is assumed to be an accurate estimate
of the exact solution. The problem is then to find the value of o which minimizes
the residual 7. The optimal « is found by sweeping the parameter, calculating r(«)
for each value and selecting the a which yields the smallest 7.

A common problem is that the matrix A becomes ill-conditioned, i.e. there are
several orders of magnitude between the largest and smallest element in the matrix.
For Npor = 10°% and o = —3, a not unreasonable situation, the matrix A contain
values between 1 and 107!, which results in an ill-conditioned problem.

One solution is to scale the columns by the median value of Npop. The typical num-
ber of degrees of freedom is defined as Ny, = median { Npor.1, Npor 2, - - - s NDOF,N,gne b
and we formulate the new matrix

r 1 (NDOF 1 )0‘ 1
Ntyp
1 (NDOF 2)0‘
Niyp
A =
1 1
]_ <4NDOF’Nreﬁne )a
L Ntyp J
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Note that the row where Npor = Ny, contains only ones. The second column of the
matrix is now centered around and closer to one than before. The matrix equation
then becomes

A'x = Rsima
where x = [Ry R,]" and R, = R, /N§,.

Observe that Ny, can be chosen by other methods depending on the values of Npor.
Other choices are the arithmetic or geometric mean value of Npop.

B.2.3 Accuracy of the model

The error between the model R(Npor) and the extrapolated resistance Ry in Eq. (B.1)
can be estimated as

€ = R(NDOF) — Ro. (BQ)

In reality, the resistance of a manufactured coil differs from the extrapolated Rp.
In the following, we denote the resistance of a manufactured coil Ry. The error
between the model R(Npor) and Ry is

¢ = R(Npor) — Ry = R(Npor) — Ry + Ry — Ry = e + Ry — Ry.

The error e —+ Ry as Npor — oo. However, the error € does not tend to zero
due to the constant factor By — Ry. This factor constitutes all errors that are not
included in the extrapolated result Ry. Such error sources are the real coil being
constructed from one continuous wire instead of several coaxial loops, uncertainties
in the manufacturing of the coils, ferrite plates, metal plates, the real problem is
not rotationally symmetric, etc. In a typical engineering setting, it is acceptable if
these errors are on the order of percent.

The gradient calculations uses the difference between two slightly different problems
to calculate the derivatives. If the error in the individual simulations is too large,
the gradient is prone to be uncertain. Thus, the error in the simulations must
have higher accuracy than the wanted accuracy in the gradient computations. A
simulation accuracy of 0.1% is deemed high enough.

B.2.4 Convergence study

To identify the number of adaptive mesh refinements necessary to achieve 0.1%
accuracy, a representative geometry is selected for testing and several consecutive
adaptive mesh refinements are carried out. In Fig. B.4 the resistance and inductance
of one of the two coils is shown as a function of the number of degrees of freedom. In
all cases, the computed quantity is well within the sought-after 0.1% accuracy after
one adaptive mesh refinement. The order of convergence is presented in Tab. B.3.
The achieved convergence is slow but the initial accuracy is high enough to ensure
that the first adaptive refinement is well within the 0.1% accuracy.
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Figure B.4: Convergence in (a) self-resistance, (b) mutual resistance, (c) self-
inductance and (d) mutual inductance. The dashed lines indicate levels of +0.1%
error and they are calculated from the extrapolated value.

Table B.3: Order of convergence for the coil resistance and inductance.

Order of convergence

Self-resistance
Mutual resistance
Self-inductance
Mutual inductance

-2.5
-1.0
-3.2
-1.9
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