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D E S I G N  G U I D E  
  

This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 48”x72” 
presentation poster. You can use it to create your research 
poster and save valuable time placing titles, subtitles, text, 
and graphics.  
  

We provide a series of online answer your poster production 
questions. To view our template tutorials, go online to 
PosterPresentations.com and click on HELP DESK. 
  

When you are ready to  print your poster, go online to 
PosterPresentations.com 
  

Need assistance? Call us at 1.510.649.3001 
  
 
 
 
 

 

Q U I C K  S TA R T  
  

Zoom in and out 
As you work on your poster zoom in and out to the 
level that is more comfortable to you. Go to VIEW > 
ZOOM. 

 
Title, Authors, and Affiliations 

Start designing your poster by adding the title, the names of the 
authors, and the affiliated institutions. You can type or paste text 
into the provided boxes. The template will automatically adjust the 
size of your text to fit the title box. You can manually override this 
feature and change the size of your text.  
  

T I P : The font size of your title should be bigger than your name(s) 
and institution name(s). 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Adding Logos / Seals 
Most often, logos are added on each side of the title. You can insert 
a logo by dragging and dropping it from your desktop, copy and 
paste or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Logos taken from web sites 
are likely to be low quality when printed. Zoom it at 100% to see 
what the logo will look like on the final poster and make any 
necessary adjustments.   
 

T I P :  See if your company’s logo is available on our free poster 
templates page. 
 

Photographs / Graphics 
You can add images by dragging and dropping from your desktop, 
copy and paste, or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Resize images 
proportionally by holding down the SHIFT key and dragging one of 
the corner handles. For a professional-looking poster, do not distort 
your images by enlarging them disproportionally. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image Quality Check 
Zoom in and look at your images at 100% magnification. If they look 
good they will print well.  
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Q U I C K  S TA RT  ( c o n t . )  
 

How to change the template color theme 
You can easily change the color theme of your poster by going 
to the DESIGN menu, click on COLORS, and choose the color 
theme of your choice. You can also create your own color 
theme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can also manually change the color of your background by 
going to VIEW > SLIDE MASTER.  After you finish working on 
the master be sure to go to VIEW > NORMAL to continue 
working on your poster. 
 

How to add Text 
The template comes with a number of pre-
formatted placeholders for headers and 
text blocks. You can add more blocks by 
copying and pasting the existing ones or by 
adding a text box from the HOME menu.  

 
 Text size 

Adjust the size of your text based on how much content you 
have to present. The default template text offers a good 
starting point. Follow the conference requirements. 

 
How to add Tables 

To add a table from scratch go to the INSERT menu 
and click on TABLE. A drop-down box will help you 
select rows and columns.  

You can also copy and a paste a table from Word or another 
PowerPoint document. A pasted table may need to be re-
formatted by RIGHT-CLICK > FORMAT SHAPE, TEXT BOX, 
Margins. 
 

Graphs / Charts 
You can simply copy and paste charts and graphs from Excel or 
Word. Some reformatting may be required depending on how 
the original document has been created. 
 

How to change the column configuration 
RIGHT-CLICK on the poster background and select LAYOUT to 
see the column options available for this template. The poster 
columns can also be customized on the Master. VIEW > 
MASTER. 

 
How to remove the info bars 

If you are working in PowerPoint for Windows and have 
finished your poster, save as PDF and the bars will not be 
included. You can also delete them by going to VIEW > 
MASTER. On the Mac adjust the Page-Setup to match the 
Page-Setup in PowerPoint before you create a PDF. You can 
also delete them from the Slide Master. 
 

Save your work 
Save your template as a PowerPoint document. For printing, 
save as PowerPoint of “Print-quality” PDF. 
 
 

Student discounts are available on our Facebook page. 
Go to PosterPresentations.com and click on the FB icon.  
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Data commentary, the written comment on visual material, is central 
to many science and engineering fields (see e.g. Poe et al 2010). For 
students, data commentary can represent a problem also at advanced 
levels, with issues concerning language proficiency as an added 
difficulty for L2 users writing in English. For science teachers, it might 
be problematic to articulate knowledge about data commentary since 
they are so deeply entrenched in disciplinary practice (see e.g. 
Wharton 2012; Blåsjö 2011).  
 
In our own contexts at universities of technology, where English is a 
foreign language, but also the language of instruction at the master’s 
level, we meet accounts of such difficulties from students and 
teachers:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

Why	  data	  commentary?	  

•  very few studies and academic text books focus on data commentary 
practices (see e.g. Guinda, 2011), and  

•  those that do are too general to be of real use.   

Yet…	  	  

AnnotaCng	  in	  the	  UAM	  corpus	  tool	  

A	  rhetorical	  model	  for	  commenCng	  on	  result-‐
presenCng	  visuals	  in	  chemical	  engineering	  papers	  	  

To develop discipline-specific rhetorical models of data commentary 
practice and to use these models to annotate a small, disciplinary 
corpus of master’s theses and research articles that can be used for 
both pedagogical and research purposes in ESP contexts. 
 

Our	  aim	   What	  can	  students	  do?	  

Students can explore the corpus for:  
–  patterns of rhetorical moves related to data commentary in  

discipline-specific texts and specific genres (master’s theses 
and research articles); 

–  differences in the use and patterning of discourse moves 
between master’s theses and research articles; 

–  phraseology associated with specific moves.  

Students can use this exploration to:  
–  assess the effectiveness and quality of their own data 

commentaries; 
–  develop their thinking about the role of data commentary in 

their discipline and potential genre differences between 
master’s theses and research articles. 

 
Our next step is to test the corpus tool in the classroom in order to 
evaluate its value and efficiency in terms of student learning. If we 
achieve good results, we will develop discourse annotation models for 
further disciplines and add these to the corpus.  
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“Students	  put	  too	  much	  trust	  in	  the	  
figure,	  and	  you	  get	  comments	  like:	  	  
	  
‘The	  results	  are	  shown	  in	  Figure	  5.’”	  

“I	  oWen	  have	  to	  present	  many	  
different	  curves	  from	  my	  simula/on	  
work	  and	  I	  find	  it	  hard	  to	  do	  this	  in	  
a	  fluent	  way	  without	  too	  much	  
repe//on	  and	  to	  do	  it	  in	  an	  
understandable	  way	  without	  
explaining	  everything	  from	  the	  
start.”	  	  

Corpus	  material	  and	  annotaCon	  method	  
•  Data commentary sections from the result or result and discussion 

section of master’s theses (approx. 30,000 words) and research 
articles in chemical engineering (approx. 23,000 words).  

•  The Biber-Connor-Upton top-down approach to discourse analysis 
(The BCU approach) (Biber et al 2007), which involves manual 
analysis of discourse segments (moves). 

•  Annotation of discourse moves in the UAM corpus tool, developed by 
Michael O’Donnell (freely downloadable from http://
www.wagsoft.com/CorpusTool/).   

Data	  commentary	  text	  

Segment	  up	  for	  annota/on	  

Annota/on	  choices	  from	  
the	  model	  	  	  
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