ON NON-HOLOMORPHIC FUNCTIONAL CALCULUS
FOR COMMUTING OPERATORS

SEBASTIAN SANDBERG

ABSTRACT. We provide a general scheme to extend Taylor’s holo-
morphic functional calculus for several commuting operators to
classes of non-holomorphic functions. These classes of functions
will depend on the growth of the operator valued forms that define
the resolvent cohomology class. The proofs are based on a gener-
alisation of the so-called resolvent identity to several commuting
operators. We give a concrete interpretation of the general result
in the case when the spectrum is contained in a convex set in C".

1. INTRODUCTION

Let X,Y be two Banach spaces. We denote by L(X,Y’) the Banach
space of all continuous linear operators from X to Y and we let L(X) =
L(X,X). We denote by e the identity operator of L(X). For a subset
A C L(X) we let A” denote the bicommutant, that is the Banach
algebra of all operators in L(X) which commute with every operator
b € L(X) such that ab = ba for all a € A.

Suppose that a € L(X). The spectrum of a is then defined as
o(a) = {z € C: z — a is invertible},

where z — a is the operator ze — a. If f is a holomorphic function in
a neighbourhood of o(a) then one can define the operator f(a) by the
integral

1
1.1 = — —a)"'d
(11) f@) =50 [ 1@ - a) e
where D is an appropriate neighbourhood of o(a). This expression
defines a continuous algebra homomorphism

[ fla) : O(a(a)) = (a)",

such that 1(a) = e and z(a) = a, called the Riesz functional calculus.
We want to extend this algebra homomorphism to functions not nec-
essarily holomorphic in a neighbourhood of the spectrum. In order to
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do this, we define

-1
(1.2) —5 / Af(2) A (z — a)"tdz
for all f € S,, where S, is defined by
Sa={f€CHO) : |Ifll, = ||0f(2) A (z —a)"dz|, < oo}

It is evident that f(a) is a bounded linear operator on X which com-
mutes with each operator that commutes with a, that is f(a) € (a)".
By Stokes theorem the definition of f(a) only depends on the behaviour
of f near o(a). Suppose that D is an open set such that o(a) C D and
that f € O(D). Then if ¢ € C}(D) is equal to 1 in a neighbourhood
of o(a), we have that ¢f € S, and ¢f(a) defined by (1.2) equals f(a)
defined by (1.1).

We now prove the basic theorem of this non-holomorphic functional
calculus, that is it is an algebra homomorphism and the spectral map-
ping theorem holds.

Theorem 1.1. (Dynkin) The mapping
fr=fla): S, — (a)",

where a € L(X), is a continuous algebra homomorphism that continu-
ously extends the holomorphic functional calculus. Moreover, if f € S,

then o(f(a)) = f(o(a)).

Proof. The map f +— f(a) is obviously linear and continuous. We have
the so-called resolvent identity,

(1.3) (w—2)z—a) ' (w—0a)"'=(z—-a)"—(w-a)"!
where z,w € C. The multiplicative property then follows,

f(a)g(a) (z—a) 'dz A Og(w) A (w — a) *dw

(2711')2//8f(z)/\(z—“) 'dz A dg(w) A (w — 2) " dw

1 _ L o
+(2m’)2 /z/waf(z) A(z—w) 'dz Adg(w) A (w—a)~'d
1

=—— [ 9(2)0f(2) A (z — a) 'dz

271

~5m7 [ F@)da(w) A (0 =) dw = fo(o),

by Fubini-Tonelli’s theorem.

Suppose that D is an open neighbourhood of o(a) and that f, €
O(D) is a sequence such that f, — 0 uniformly on compacts. Then if
¢ € C}(D) is a function equal to 1 in a neighbourhood of o(a) we have
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that || f,¢||, = 0. Thus the mapping f — f(a) continuously extends
the holomorphic functional calculus.
Ifw ¢ f(o(a)) and ¢ € C}(C) is equal to 1 in an appropriate neigh-
bourhood of g(o(a)), then
¢
w— f
and hence w — f(a) is invertible and thus w & o(f(a)). Therefore we

have the inclusion o(f(a)) C f(o(a)). Suppose that w € f(o(a)) and
assume that w = 0. Then 0 = f(() for some { € o(a). Let

€ Sa,

9(2) = %
Then
fl@) = 5= [ = d9(z) A (= — a) a2

=(¢— a)% /5g(z) A(z—a) tdz

1 _
o —a)d A(z —a) tdz.
s [ = 0000 A (o = a) s
The last integral equals f((), which is 0, and hence 0 € o(f(a)) since
otherwise ¢ — a would be invertible. Therefore f(o(a)) C o(f(a)), and
hence the theorem is proved. O

Furthermore, we have a rule of composition for this functional cal-
culus.

Theorem 1.2. (Rule of composition) If g € S, and f is a holo-
morphic function in a neighbourhood of o(a), then ¢ (f o g) € S, and
flg(a)) = d(fog)(a), if ¢ € CL(C) is equal to 1 in a neighbourhood
of o(a).

Proof. Suppose that ¢ € C!(C) is equal to 1 in a neighbourhood of

o(g(a)). There is a function ¢ € C}(C) such that ¢ is equal to 1 in a
neighbourhood of o(a) and

¢

w—9g

h =

€S,

for each fixed w € supp ‘51&‘. The function ¢(f o g) is in S, since

0(p(fog) . 06 0fdg
0z 9% Tl

We have that
f(g(a)) = _QLW’I,/ fw)0p(w) A (w — g(a)) ‘dw



- 1.2//f( )3utb(w) A dw AGh(z) A (2 — a) ' dz

cb()

) Ot (w A(z—a) tdz

w—g(2)
= -5 0, (pfog) A (2 —a)"dz = ¢(f o g)(a),

and hence the theorem is proved. O

For further results regarding this functional calculus, see Dynkin |[6].

Now to the notion of spectrum of a commuting tuple of operators.
Suppose that a = (ay,...,a,) € L(X)" is a commuting tuple of oper-
ators, that is a;a; = a;ja; for all + and j. Denote by

A=ar_ AP

the exterior algebra of C* over C. If s1,--- , s, is a basis of C* then A
has the basis

sp=1, sp=siy N---Nsi,, 1T={i1,---,ip},
where 4; < .-+ < iy and 1 < p < n, and we denote A = A(s) in this
case. We let K,(a, X) be the Koszul complex induced by a,
C o Ky (0, X) 225 Ko(a, X) 25 Ky (0, X) — -+ |
where
K,(a,X)=AP(s,X) =X Q¢ A’(s)

and
(TSt —QWZZ Qi TSi; N NS A== N\ sj,.

If K.(a,X) is exact then a is called non-singular, otherwise singular.
Then the spectrum is defined as

o(a) ={z € C" : z — a is singular} .
One also defines the split spectrum as
sp(a) ={z € C" : K,(z — a,X) is not split},

where split means that for every integer p there are operators h and
k such that e = é,41h + kd,. If X is a Hilbert space or n = 1 then
sp(a) = o(a). In general we have that o(a) C sp(a), but not the reverse
inclusion, see Miiller [11].

We will consider operators parametrized by a variable z, such as
2 + z—a. In that case the boundary map J, depends on z and we will
henceforth suppress the index p and write 9, as d,_, for every p. We
also let s; = dz;.
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Now suppose that T € L(X,Y) has closed range and let k(T") be the
norm of the inverse of 7" considered as a map from X/KerT to Im7T.
The next lemma is Lemma 2.1.3 of [7], and it implies that if q¢ is a
non-singular tuple then a is non-singular if ||ay — a| is small enough.

Lemma 1.3. Suppose that X,Y,Z are Banach spaces, oy € L(X,Y),
Bo € LY, Z), Im 3y closed and Ker 3y = Im «g, that is

X oy 2 g

is exact. Let r be a number such that r > max {k(ay), k(B)}. If a €
L(X,Y), B € L(Y,Z), Ima C Ker3 and ||a — agl| , || — Bol| < 1/67
then Ima = Ker § and k(a) < 4r.

Hence o(a) is closed. Furthermore, the spectrum has the projection
property, see Theorem 2.5.4 of [7].

Theorem 1.4. If a € L(X)" and a' = (a,a,41) € L(X)"™ are com-
muting and m : C*"*1 — C* is defined by m(2, 2n41) = z then w(a(d')) =

ol(a).
It follows that
o(a) Co(a)) X -+ x o(ay)

and hence o(a) is bounded. Thus o(a) is a compact subset of C".
Conversely, any compact set K in C" can arise as the spectrum of a
commuting tuple of operators. This one sees by letting the operators
a to be multiplication by z; on the Banach space C'(K) of continuous
functions on K C C".

The next theorem says that pointwise exactness is equivalent to con-
tinuous exactness, see Corollary 2.1.4 of [7].

Theorem 1.5. Suppose that X,Y,Z are Banach spaces and that €2

1s a paracompact topological space. Furthermore suppose that o €
C(Q,L(X,Y)) and g € C(Q, L(Y, Z)) such that Im B()) is closed and
Ker B(A) = Ima(A) for all X € Q. Then

Ker (C(Q,Y) Lo, Z)) = Im (C(Q,X) i>C(Q,Y)) .

Moreover for each point A € Q and vector x € Kera(\) there is a
function f € C(2, X) with af =0 and f(N\) = z.

Thus the complex
K.(a,C(C* \ 0(a), X))

is exact. The next theorem is more complicated to prove, see Taylor
|14], Theorem 2.16 and Eschmeier and Putinar |7], Section 6.4.
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Theorem 1.6. Suppose that U is an open subset of C*, Y, are Banach
spaces, o, € O (U, L(Yy, Y,-1)) and that

S Y Otp+1(z)>1/;) Oép(Z)> Y, e

1s exact for all z € U. Then the complex
22 CF(U, Y1) =5 C(U,Y,) =5 CF(U, Ypr) = -+

18 ezract.

Hence the complex
Ko(a, C=(C* \ o(a), X))
is exact.

This notion of joint spectrum for a commuting tuple of operator was
introduced by Taylor, [13], in 1970. Furthermore, he proved the holo-
morphic functional calculus and the spectral mapping theorem for this
spectrum in [14]. His first proof of the holomorphic functional calcu-
lus was based on the Cauchy-Weil integral. Using homological algebra
he generalized the construction to not necessarily commuting tuples
of operators in [16]. See Kisil and Ramirez de Arellano [9] for more
recent developments of non-commuting functional calculus. In [1, 2]
Andersson proved the holomorphic functional calculus for commuting
operators using Cauchy-Fantappie-Leray formulas.

The purpose of this paper is to study generalisations of Theorem 1.1
to the case of several commuting operators. In [5] and [3] results of this
kind are obtained in the case when the spectrum is contained in R”,
or more generally, in a totally real submanifold C*. Our main results
are contained in Section 3. The basic tool in the proof of these results
is a generalisation of the resolvent identity (1.3) to several commuting
operators, this is proved Section 2. In order to explain the ideas of the
proof in Section 3 we apply the resolvent identity to give a simple proof
of the multiplicative property for Taylor’s holomorphic functional cal-
culus. Our construction of the holomorphic functional calculus follows
the ideas in [1, 2| and in Section 2 we recollect the basic ideas.

Finally I would like to thank my supervisor Mats Andersson for
valuable discussions about the results of this paper.

2. HOLOMORPHIC FUNCTIONAL CALCULUS

Remember that X is a Banach space, a € L(X)" is a tuple of com-
muting operators on X, and z € C" is a variable. Remember also the
fact that if the complex K,(z — a, X) is exact for every z in an open
set, U then there is a smooth solution u in U to the equation §, ,u = f
if f is a closed and smooth X-valued form in U.



We now construct the resolvent on C" \ o(a). We have that
_ ) ofr ._ _
(sz_aa; frodzp = —2m;(zk - ak)a—zldzl =06, , ; frdz,

and therefore 8,—a0 = —06,_, for 1-forms and hence for all forms since
d, o and O are anti-derivations. Suppose that K,(z — a, X) is exact
and z € X. Then we can define a sequence u; in C* \ o(a) by

(21) 5z—aul =z, (5z—aui+1 = guia

since 0 and §,_, anti-commute. If this sequence starts with z = 0 then
there is a form w,, such that u, = Ow,, this follows from the fact that
we successively can find w; such that

(22) wi = 0, 6z_awz~+1 = 5wz — U;.

Thus if one has two sequences u; and u} as in (2.1) then the difference
un — u,, is exact. Hence u,, defines a Dolbeault cohomology class w,_x
of bidegree (n,n — 1), which is called the resolvent cohomology class.

Suppose we have two cohomology classes, w, ,x and w, T, where
z,w € C", a,b € L(X)", corresponding to sequences u; and v;, respec-
tively. Then one defines the X-valued cohomology class w, , A wy px
as the class of ¢y, where ¢; solve

(2.3) ¢y =0, 5z—a,w—bCz'+1 = 501‘ + v — u;.

' vl and

To see that this really is a well defined cohomology class, let u;, v
c; be other choices of sequences. Let w}* and w} be the sequences given
by (2.2) for the sequences u; — u} and v; — v} respectively. Then we

have that
o —c+w) —wl=0
and
5z—a,w—b (Ci—l—l - C;-H + wzq']+1 - w?—i—l) = 3 (ci - C; + wzu - w?) :

Hence, by (2.2) again, there exists a sequence w{ such that ¢y, — c5, =
ows,,

Now suppose that we instead have operator valued forms, u;, such
that

(24) 5z—au1 =€, 5z—aui—|—1 = 5”1';

so that u, represents the operator valued cohomology class w,_,. Then
we have that w,_,Awy,_pz is the class of u, Av,, where v; is an X-valued
sequence defining w,,_pz. This follows from the fact

0ra (U1 AUp) = Un,  Oyq (U1 Avn) =0 (u; Avy)

and the following proposition.
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Proposition 2.1. If v; is a sequence defining w,,_px and

5z—af1 = Up, 5z—afi+1 = gfu

then f, represents w,_q, A Wy_pT.

Proof. Let ¢; be any sequence that defines w, 4 A wy,_px, so that c¢;
satisfies (2.3). Denote by ¢/ the component of ¢; which is of degree k
in dz and degree [ in dw. We have that <5z_ac?’Z = 0, so there is a form
f such that c?’l =0,_of. This gives

5z—a,w—bcz' = 6z—a,w—b (Ci - 6?71 - 5w—bf) )

and hence we can assume that the component ¢ vanishes. We have
that

1,n i+1l,n 7 in
02—aCp’t1 = Un, 6Z—acn+i—|—1 = acn+z‘=

and therefore there is a form w,, such that
fn— 30+ 0w, = 0.
Since ¢g, = ¢y, the proposition is proved. O]
In one variable there is only one possible representative for w,_,z,
a € L(X),
1

Wy gk = 2—7”(2 —a) ldzz,

and we have that w,_, is operator valued. The key part of the proof
of the holomorphic functional calculus in one variable is the resolvent
identity (1.3), which we can reformulate as

Wy a NWyaqt Wy a AWy + Wy Aw, ¢ = 0.

We will now generalize this equality to several commuting operators.
Let A = {(z,w) € C*" : z = w} be the diagonal in what follows.

Lemma 2.2. For every x € X, we have the equality
(2.5) Wy—a N W—al + Wi—a N W@ + Wy N Wy_qx = 0,
on ((C*\o(a)) x C*NC" x (C*\ o(a))) \ A.
Proof. Define the sequence my, by

5 9\ k-1
(2.6) e = 1 0|z—w| A(58|z—w|> '

2m)* |z —wf? |z = wl”

The equalities,
1

(2.7) Os—au—aM = ———
27 |z — w|

Or—aw—a0 |2 — w|2 =1,

1 (0z—w?\
= Z— W
(2.8) 5z—a,w—amk+1 = (27-‘-2')k (a 2 ) = amka
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for all £ < m, and my = 0 for all ¥ > n, holds on C** \ A. Let u;
be a sequence as in (2.1) that defines w, ,z. Define u} and u? by
u; = 7ju; and u? = Thu;, where m (z,w) = 2z and my(2, w) = w are the
projections. Let ¢; be a sequence that satisfies the equalities

(2.9) c1=0, 0, aquw-aCii1=0c+ ul — .

Using the equalities (2.7), (2.8) and (2.9) (for [ > n), we get that

—(9 Z mk/\clzéz_a,w_a Z mk/\cl—g Z mk/\cl

k+1=2n k+1=2n+1 k+1=2n

2n
= E 6z—a,w—am2n+1—l ANep—
I=n+1

Z OMan— A ¢
l=n

n
+ Z myg A (86271—16 - 52—a,w—a02n+1—k)
k=1

= —0my, A ¢y + Cop + mp A (uy, — u2) .
Thus

(2.10) -0 Z mk/\cl:czn-l-ui/\mn—l—mn/\ui
k+1l=2n

outside the diagonal. We have that the component of m,, without dw
and dw represents w,_,, and that the component of m, without dz
or dz repesents wy_,. Since ¢y, represents w,_, A Wy—_q&, the lemma
follows from (2.10). O

Choose representatives W, _o&, Wy—q® and W,_q A Wy—_ex for w,_,z,
W—aZ and w,_, A wy—a T respectively on (C" \ o(a)) x C*NC* x (C*\
o(a)). Let W, = my. Then (2.5) says that the form defined on
(€ \a(a)) xC*NC" x (C* \ o(a))) \ A

(211) By o ADw ol + Do a ADs 0l + By ATy o

is exact. We want this expression to be an exact current over A as well.
Suppose that (2.11) holds on (C" \ o(a)) x C*NC" x (C* \ o(a)). We
have that [A] = 0@,_,, where [A] denotes the current of integration
over [A]. If we apply 0 to (2.11), interpreted as a current, we get

0=—Wy o N[A]+[A]ANG, o =[A]A (@, 4 — Dwa) -

Hence i* (0, 4 — Wy o) = 0, where i is the function defined by i(7) =
(1,7). The next theorem gives the desired equality in the case where
we have i*W,_, = i*Wy—q.
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Theorem 2.3. (Resolvent identity) Suppose that ©, ,x, 0y o= and
Wyq N\ Wy_oX are representatives for w, T, Wy o and W, o N\ Wy o,
respectively. Let @, ., = my,, where m,, is defined in (2.6). Then the
current

Wy—g N Wy—a@ + Wyy—q N Wy iy + Wygp A Wy

defined on (C* \ o(a)) x C* N C" x (C* \ o(a)) is exact if and only if
P*Wy_q = 1" Wy_q, where i : C* — C*™ s defined by i(7) = (7, 7).

Proof. The necessity of having i* (0,_, — Ww_o) = 0 has already been
proved. Now suppose that i* (W,_q — @y_q) = 0. Let u}, u?, m; and ¢;
be the sequences in the proof of Lemma 2.2. Let § = 6,_44—q- Then
we have that i*d = §,_,i* by induction, since

i*6 (fdze + gdwy) = (7 — ag) f(7,7) + (1 — ;) g(7, 7)

= 0, 40" (fdzy + gdwy)
and
i"O(uANv) =T"0uNi*v — U N0V = 0,01 (u A W),
if u is a 1-form. Thus
i*e1 =0, 0r_qi*cipy = 0ifc

and hence, by (2.2), there is a form w, of 7 such that i*c, = Ow,. For
all test forms f we have the identity

amn/\cn.fz/ i*(en N f) = / awn/\i*f:/ wy, A0 f.
A A A
Therefore the calculation in the proof of Lemma 2.2 gives the equality

n
(2.12) -0 ([A] A Wy, + ka A CQn_k) = Cop + UL Ay + My Ay,
k=1

Since w;_,r and u, represent the same cohomology class, there is a
form ¢ such that @, _,x — u,, = dq. Let ¢* = 7fq and ¢*> = 75q. Then

Wy N (@z_ax — Wyt — (ul — ui))
=, w A (0¢" = 0¢%) = [A]A (¢ = ¢°) =0 (B w A (4" — ¢%))

= =0 (@w A (7 —¢°))-
Thus, since W,_q A Wy_o — Cop 1S an exact current, the theorem is
proved. O

Now we give the definition of f(a). If f is a holomorphic function in
a neighbourhood of o(a) then we define f(a) by the formula

(2.13) fla)z = —/f8¢ ANw, oz forall z € X,



11

where ¢ € C'° is equal to 1 in a neighbourhood of o(a). This definition
is independent of the choice of ¢. To see this, suppose that ¢ € C° is
equal to 0 in a neighbourhood of the spectrum. Then we have that

/8@/\% ax—/&p/\un /5 © Auy,) =0,

if u,, is a smooth form in C" \ o(a) representing w, ,x. Note also that,
by Stokes theorem, we have the equality

- [ 186 N = /8 foran

where D is a small enough neighbourhood of o(a). We now prove that
f(a) € (a)".
Lemma 2.4. If f(a) is defined by the formula (2.13), then f(a) € (a)".

Proof. Suppose that z,y € X and ¢,d € C. Denote by uf the sequence
(2.1). Then

0 (uf”dy cuj — duﬁ’) =0
and

cx+dy T _ cx+dy u® Y
0z—a (U’H—l = CUi1 — d“z+1) 6( u; — dug )

so u®*% and cu® + du¥. define the same cohomology class. Therefore
the resolvent is linear, i.e.,

Wy—a (C'T + dy) = (W;—oZ + dw,_qY,
and hence f(a) is a linear operator.

Themap 6, a is linear, continuous and surjective between the Frechet
space of all C2%, (U, X) forms to the Frechet space of all §, 4-closed
Cyo(U, X) forms, where U = C" \ o(a). Let K; C C" \ o(a) be a given
compact set and let t; = 0. Then the open mapping theorem gives the
existence of a sequence of compact sets K; C C" \ o(a) and natural
numbers t; such that the equation , ,u = v has a solution u, which
satisfies

||u||K¢,ti+1 <C ||U||Ki+17ti+1

for all closed v. Thus we can choose the sequence (2.1) so that

il i1 < Clizlli,yy 000y = C Il

and

||ui+1||Kn—i,tn—i+1 S C ngi||Kn_i+1,tn_i+1 S C ||ui||Kn—i+1;tn—i+1+1 -
Hence
1) @l < [ 506 Al < C gy o]

and thus the operator f(a) is bounded.
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Suppose that b € L(X) is an operator which commutes with the
tuple a. Then

Oz—abui = bx, 0,_.buj, = 5bu’~”
so bu® and u®® defines the same cohomology class. Therefore
bw,_qx = w,_zbx

and thus f(a) € (a)". O

We can now prove Taylor’s theorem.

Theorem 2.5. (Taylor) The mapping
(2.15) fr= f(a): O(o(a)) = (a)"

is a continuous algebra homomorphism such that 1(a) = e and z(a) =
ag -

Proof. The map f — f(a) is continuous by (2.14). We now prove that
f(a)g(a) = fg(a). Let u;, u}, u? and ¢; be as in Lemma 2.2. By

17 .
the proof of Proposition 2.1 we can assume that the component c?’z
vanishes. Since

1n i+1,n 7,n
0z—aCpy1 = un(w), 6, aCpyit1 = dc;, Crtis

we have that ¢y, represents w, ,u,(w) and thus we have that
Faun(w) = = [ F()061(2) Awoemstiaf) = = [ F(:)001(2) A can

Multiplying this equality by g(w)d¢;(w) and integrating with respect
to w we get

x—//f )36 (w) A 861 (2) A on.

The resolvent identity (2.12) then gives that the right hand side is equal
to

//fg5¢1A5¢2/\mn/\u;+//fg5¢1/\éqﬁQ/\ui/\mn,

and hence we get, by the Bochner-Martinelli integral formula,

- / (F962061 + F$19065) A tp = — / 798 (6162) Aun = fo(a)a,

since u, = Tu, and u? = mju,. Since the map (2.15) obviously is
linear, it is an algebra homomorphism.

It remains to prove that 1(a) = e and z(a) = ax. The first equality
follows by representing w, , by

1
(2mi)n

(2% — za) " 8|2> A (9O)2]2)" ",
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cf. [1], and integrating against 0¢, where ¢ is a radial cutoff function
which is equal to 1 in a neighbourhood of o(a). The second equality
follows from the first equality and

1 1
- n= 75— (0:qln dzy, = — n— d )
(2 — ax) u 57 (0,—qUn) N dzg 2m(9 (Un—1 A dzy,)

where u; is a sequence that satisfies (2.1). O

The next theorem says what happens when one has a norm conver-
gent sequence in L(X)". Note first that if ay — a¢ in operator norm
and D is an open set such that o(ag) C D then

o(ag) C D

for all but a finite number of k. Suppose that is not the case. The-
orem 1.4 gives then that all the sets o(ay) are supported in a fixed
bounded set, hence we would have a convergent sequence z, € C* \ D
such that zy — ay, is singular. Therefore, by Lemma 1.3, this would con-
tradict the assumption that o(ag) C D. Notice also that if o(a) = sp(a)
then the conclusion in the following theorem would be that f(ax) —
f(ag) in operator norm.

Theorem 2.6. Suppose that ar, € L(X)™ are commuting for every
k > 0 and that ||ax — ao|| = 0 as k — oo. If f is holomorphic in
a neighbourhood of Ug>oo (ax), then f(ax)z — f(ao)z for every z € X.

Proof. Consider the Banach space
o(X) = { (@) : Jim [l2x — zol| = 0}
k—o0

with norm ||(24)%2|lo, = SUPk<o ||2k|| and the tuple of n operators a' €
L(c(X))" defined by a' (1), = (axrk),- Suppose that ay is a non-
singular tuple for every & > 0 and that f is a closed ¢(X)-form, that is
dor f = 0. Then d,, f = 0 for every k > 0. Hence there is a solution u
of the equation d,,uq = fy since ag is non-singular. Lemma 1.3 gives a
uniform constant C' and v, such that d,, vk = 04, uo — fx and

o]l < Clldayuo = fill < Cllday = Gaslll[uoll + Cllfo = fill-

Thus up = up — vy solve the equations d,,uxr = fr and up — ug if
k — oo. Hence u = (uy)52, is a solution of v = f and the complex
K.(d',c(X)) is exact, and thus ' is non-singular. That is, we have
proved the inclusion

o(d) C U o(ag).

k>0
Let u; be smooth ¢(X)-forms defined on C* \ o(a’) by the equations

52—(1’“1 =7z, 5z—a’uz'+1 = 8“1
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Thus (u,), represent w, o for all & > 0 and (uy)o = limg_e0 (Uy),,
represents w,_,,Z. Suppose that ¢ € C° is equal to 1 in a neighbour-
hood the union of o(ay). Then

i f(ae)e = Jim [ 706 (u), == [ £96 A (un)y = flan)s
k—o0 k—o0
for all z € X, and hence the theorem is proved. O

3. NON-HOLOMORPHIC FUNCTIONAL CALCULUS

In this section we will extend the holomorphic functional calculus of
Section 2 to functions such that ‘5 f (z)| tends to zero when z approches
the spectrum. If f is a C!'-function with compact support, we define
whenever possible

fla)z = —/gf/\uf”

where u? is a form that represents w,_,x.

Several problems occur. There is a problem with the possible de-
pendence of the choice of representative u? of the class w,_,x. Other
problems are to investigate whether

fla) € (@), fla)g(a) = fy(a), o(f(a)) = f(o(a)),

9(f(a)) = go f(a)
and whether f(a) =01if f =0 on o(a). We will prove that f(a)g(a) =
fg(a), f(a) € (a)" and o(f(a)) = f(o(a)) for a certain algebra S,
(3.7) of functions. In order to do this, we will need a slightly stronger
condition on df than in the case n = 1. To begin with, we will see
what is needed for the muliplicative property to hold.

Suppose that E D o(a) is a compact set such that there exists a
sequence u; on C"\ E satisfying (2.4). Then we have that u,, is operator
valued and represents w, , in C* \ E. The definition of f(a) in this
case is

fla) = —/5f/\un.
Define a sequence ¢; by
(3.1) c1=0, Oquw_aCiy1 = Oc; + ui — uy,

where u} = 7w and u? = 7u;. Then we have that cy, represents
Wy—aq N\ Wy—q- We now prove the multiplicative property.

Proposition 3.1. Let u; be a sequence defined on C* \ E, where E D
o(a) is a compact set, as in (2.4), and suppose that ¢;, n <1 < 2n are
forms that satisfies the condition,

" A 2 1 15,2
(3.2) i"cn =0, O, quw—aCit1 =00 +Uu;j —u;, Cop=1u,ANu;,
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where i(T) = (7,7). Moreover suppose that f,g € C? such that

[llornu <o, [flognu]| <o

and
8f ) A dg(w) A clH
3.3 // ‘ < 00,
( ) ’UJ E) |Z _ w|2(2n—l)—1
for all | such that n S l < 2n. Then f(a)g(a) = fg(a).
Proof. First note that

f(@)g(a) = - / / 8F(2) A Dg(w) A ul A u?

and that, by the Bochner-Martinelli integral formula,
fola) == [ (40 + 3) A,

/Z/waf()/\ag( ) Amp A up —//af ) A Bg(w) Ay Al

Let x. be the convolution of the characteristic function of the set
{(z,w) : d((z,w), Ex C*UC" x E) > 2¢}

and the function e *"p(-/¢), where p is a non-negative smooth function
with compact support in the unit ball of C?* such that its integral is
equal to 1. Since

Héf(z) A 0g(w) A (uy, AuZ + my Ay, — my Aul) ||
is integrable, we must prove that

hm//xsaf ) A Og(w) A (up, Al +my Aup —my Aul) = 0.

The resolvent identity (2.10) gives that

-0 Z my Acp+ [A]Acn = ub AuZ 4+ my Al —mg Au?
k+1=2n

in the sense of currents (note that the proof of this formula only made
use of the forms ¢; for [ > n). Hence, since i*¢, = 0, we must prove
that

(3.4) hm//xgﬁf ) A Og(w) A O Z my A ¢ = 0.
k+1=2n
Integration by parts gives that (3.4) is equivalent to
(3.5) hm//axg/\af A Og(w ka/\q_o
k+l=n

Note that |5X5| < Ce™ ! and that |8_Xs| has support in
e <d((z,w), ExC"UC" x F) < 3e.
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We also have that
d((z,w), ExC"UC" x E) > min{d(z, E),d(w, E)}

> C0d (2, E)d (w, E)

on a bounded set, where C' > 0 is a constant (depending on the bound).
Thus (3.5) follows since

// H(‘?f /\ag W) A D picon M A
w),ExCrUCr x E)

by (3.3). Hence the proposmon is proved. O

< o0

To be able to separate the condition (3.3) we will assume that w;
commute with a. We can then choose the sequence ¢; in the following
way.

Proposition 3.2. Suppose that u; is a sequence as in (2.4) and that

au; = u;a. Then
C = E u,lC A ul2
k+l=i

satisfies (3.1).

Proof. We have that ¢; = 0, and since a¢ and u; commute,

51 — Oc; = Z (bug A uj — uy A buy)
k+i=i+1

1 2 _ 1 2\ _.,2_ 1
- E (5uk+1 Aup —ug A 5“L+1) = U T Uy
k+i=i

where 0 = 0,_44—q. Thus ¢; satisfies (3.1). O

Unfortunately, the sequence ¢; in Proposition 3.2 does not necessarily
satisfy i*c,, = 0. However, by the proof of Theorem 2.3 we have that
1*c, is exact.

We have an explicit choice of sequence that satisfies (2.4). Suppose
that s satisfies the equalities d,_,s = e and as = sa. Then

8y as=¢e, 0,4 (5 A (55)1’) — (55)i -9 (s A (55)121)

and hence u; = s A (55)1'71 satisfies (2.4). The sequence ¢; of Proposi-
tion 3.2 is then

(3.6) ¢ = Z st A (gsl)k_l A s%A (532)l_1 :
k=

where s! = 77s and s? = m}s. Note that if s A s = 0 then s A (0s) =
(0s) A s and hence i*c, = 0.
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Let E D o(a) be a compact set and let s be a given form such that
s is defined on C* \ E, 0, ,s = e and as = sa. Define the class S, by
(3.7) Sa={f €CZ(C") : |Ifll, < o0},
where

“||0f AsA (Os -t
17l =2 d(z,é))

i=1

-1

Of AsA (55)16_1 As A (0s)
d(z, E)

+ 2

k+l=n

Note that the second sum vanishes if s A s = 0. This is always the case
if n = 2 since then 6, , (s As) =s—s=0and d,_, injective. If n =1
then S, defined by (3.7) is a slightly smaller class than S, defined in
the introduction. This is because the left hand side in the resolvent
identity (2.10) is 0if n = 1. If f € S, then f(a) is defined by

—/af/\s/\ (9s)"

Of course we have that f(a) € L(X) if f € S,. Note that S, is an
algebra. In the next lemma we will use Proposition 3.1 to prove that

fla)g(a) = fg(a) if f,g € S..
Lemma 3.3. If f,g € S, then f(a)g(a) = fg(a).
Proof. Let ¢; be the sequence defined by (3.6) and let

d; = Z s2 A (532)k_1 A s2A (582)l_1 )
k=i
By a computation similar to the proof of Proposition 3.2, we see that
the sequence d; satisfies the relation
5z—a,w—adi+1 = gdz;

and hence that 0d,, = 0. For every | > n define ¢] by ¢, = ¢; and define
c, by ¢, = ¢, — d,,. Then ¢ satisfies the condition (3.2) since dd,, = 0
and 7*¢, = i*d,. We have that |z —w|™>""" is a locally integrable
function on C?" and hence

// ‘af ) A Og(w) A |
(w, E) |z — w|™

Héf(z) As A (531)“1“ Hég(w) As?A (852) !
<>/l

d(2,E)d(w,E) |z —w["

< 0.

Similarly, we have that

// Haf A0t /\dyn T <00,
(w, E) |z — w|
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since ||g||, < co. Thus the statement follows from Proposition 3.1. [

In order to prove that f(a) € (a)” we construct the resolvent w, 4,
and use the multiplicative property of the functional calculus of the
tuple (a,b), where b € L(X) commutes with a.

Lemma 3.4. If f € S, then f(a) € (a)".

Proof. Suppose that b € L(X) is an operator such that ab = ba. Define

the form

v(w) = QLT{'Z (w—b)""dw

Define the sequence ¢, by
c1=0, ¢ =vAsSA (55)’%2.
Then we have the equations
c1=0, Oqu-bCo=5—v
and
Or—amw—bCht1 = S A (58)k71 — v A (58)1971 =0ci + s A (53)1671

Let x be a smooth cutoff function such that {x,1 — x} is a partition
of unity subordinate the cover

{(z,w): 2 ¢ B, Jw| < 3[bll}, {(z,w) : |w] > 2|b][}}
of C* x C\ F x {w: |w| <2]b||}. This is a special choice of function
X used in Lemma 3.2 of [1] which enables us to avoid an integration by
parts. Define the sequence ay outside E X {w : |w| < 20|} by

ap=xs+(1—x)v, ar=xSA (58)1971 — OX A cp.
We then have that
Sraw—b01 =€, O0s_qw_plz = X5+ OX A (s —v) = day
and that
Oz—aw-bk+1 = X (58)k + dx A (5ck +sA (58)’#1) = Oay,
and thus
Uni1 = —OXAVASA (53)”71

represents w,_, —p. Choose ¢ € C2°(C) which is 1 in a neighbourhood
of {w € C:|w| < 3]|b||}. Then we have that

(¢0f)(a,b) = //8 ) A angr1 (2, w)

:/ fgquﬁ/\azx/\v/\s/\(58)”71

/qsaf/\awx/\v/\s/\(as /af/\s/\ (85)" " = f(a).
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Let aj = mfay and a2 = mjay, where
1 (zla Wi, 22, wZ) = (zla wl) and 7T2(Zla Wi, 22, w?) = (225 w2)-
Define the sequence ¢, by

— LA 2
= E ap N\ a;

k+l=1

so that by Proposition 3.2,
— / . 2 1
=0, 0z—awi—bz—aw—bCip1 = 0C +a; —a;.

Let FF = E x {w:|w| <2]b||}. Define the function g by g(z,w) =
wip(z, w) where ¢ € C° is equal to 1 in a neighbourhood of F. We
have that

H 0(¢f) A ax
d((z,w), F)

oo

XO(df) A s A (5s)k_1

- d(z, E)
O(Pf) NOX ANV AsA (gs)k_2
+ iz E) < 00

since f € S,. Hence we have that

Ha (w1) f(21)) A Og(ze, wa) A cl”
Il < X
21;w1 d((221w2) F) |(21;w1) - (Zz,wz)‘
for all I. Define the forms ¢} by the equations ¢ = ¢} if l > n + 1 and

" 2 2
Cpy1 = c - E ap, \aj.
k+l=n+1

Then we have that c_, satisfies i*c),,; = 0 and hence by Proposi-
tion 3.1 we have that (¢f)(a,b)g(a,b) = g(a,b)(¢f)(a,b) since

// |98 (w1) £ (1)) A Dgl22,w2) A Yy @5 A G
((z1,w1), F) d (22, w2), F) | (21, w1) — (22, w3)|*" ™

Thus f(a)b = bf(a) since g(a,b) = b by the holomorphic functional
calculus. O

< 0Q.

We can now prove a generalisation of the holomorphic functional
calculus.

Theorem 3.5. (Non-holomorphic functional calculus) Suppose
that a is an n-tuple of commuting operators and that E O o(a) is
compact such that it exists a smooth form s defined on C* \ E with
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0, o8 = € and as = sa. Let S, be the class defined by (3.7) and let
f(a), f € S,, be the operator defined by

—_/awa(és)"—l.

Then we have that the map f — f(a) : Su — (a)” is a continuous
algebra homomorphism that continuously extends the map f — f(a) :

O(E) = (a)".

Proof. By Lemma 3.4 the map f — f(a) : S; — (a)” is well defined.
The map is continuous and linear. Lemma 3.3 gives that the map is
multiplicative, and thus the map is an algebra homomorphism. To see
that it continuously extends the map f — f(a) : O(F) — (a)", suppose
that we have a sequence f,, € O(U), where U is an open neighbourhood
of E, and that f, — 0 uniformly on compacts. Then

[fn0ll, =0,
where ¢ € C°(U) is a function equal to 1 in a neighbourhood of E. [
We now go on and prove the spectral mapping theorem for this

functional calculus. To do this, we need the following lemma which
shows that f(w) acts as f(a) on Hy(w — a,c¢, X).

Lemma 3.6. Suppose that there is an operator valued form s outside
E such that §,_,s = e and sa = as. Furthermore, suppose that ¢ €
(@)™, w € o(a) and k € Ky(w — a,¢, X) (with respect to a basis
dwy, ... ,dwn, €ni1,- . €nim of CT™) such that 6ok = 0. If f €
Sa, then

(F@) = F@) k=80 [ 01(C) AzmnHlAsAa)l—lAk,

where m] is defined in the proof.

Proof. We have that
5z—a,w—am1 =6, 5z a,w—alMi+1 = amza

by (2.7) and (2.8), where m; is defined by (2.6). We also have that

rawas =€ Goapa (s (05)") =0 (s A (95)"),

where s only depends on z. Therefore the same calculation as in the
proof of Proposition 3.2 shows that

02aw—a Z mk/\s/\ 83 —Gka/\s/\ -

k+l=i4+1 k+1=1

=sA (gs)i_l - m;.
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Let ¢ = n and identify the component without any dw and dw in this
expression to get,

Sw—a Z mi AsA (5s)l_1
k+l=n+1
=sA0s)" ' —m! +0, Z my A s A ((%)l_1 :

k+l=n

) N
, 1 0,]z —w| (—8z|z—w|)
my, = A|O,———

2mi)k |z — w|? oz —wl

and my is the component of my, with one dw and no dw. Let x. be the
convolution of the characteristic function of the set

{z:d(z, F) > 2¢}

and the function e ?"p(-/¢), where p is a non-negative smooth function
with compact support in the unit ball of C" such that its integral is
equal to 1. We have that

/ B.f()AD. S myAsA (Bs)

? k+l=n

where

:Ea/zxﬁzf(z)mz S il As A (9s)7

k+l=n

=£i_r>%/z(9zxs/\8zf(z)/\ Z my, A s A\ (58)1—1:0

k+l=n

since ‘5)(5‘ < Ce ! and |5Xs| has support in € < d(z, E) < 3¢. Hence
we have that

fla) — f(w) = /ng(z) A (s/\ (58)n_1 — m;)

:5w_a/8f(z)/\ Z m}c'/\s/\(gs)l_l.

k+l=n+1
Therefore,

(@) = F@) b= dumae [ 91N Y il A5 A (05)' 7 AR,

since (w — a,c¢) and s commute. O

We can now prove the spectral mapping theorem.

Theorem 3.7. (Spectral mapping theorem) If f is tuple of func-
tions in S,, where S, is defined by (3.7), then o (f(a)) = f (o(a)).
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Proof. Suppose that we can prove the statement; if 2 € o(a) then
(z — a, f(a)) is non-singular if and only if f(z) # 0. In that case
(z —a,w — f(a)) is non-singular if and only if w — f(z) # 0 and hence

o (f(a)) =mo (a, f(a)) = m{(z,w) : w = f(2),z € 0(a)} = f (o(a))
by Theorem 1.4.

Suppose that z € o(a). We have the induction hypothesis that if m
is a natural number then the tuple (z — a, f(a)) is non-singular if and
only if f(z) # 0 for all m-tuples f of functions in S,. The case m = 0
follows from Lemma, 3.6. Assume that the hypothesis has been proved
for m. Given f' = (f1,..., fms1) let f = (f1,..., fm). Then there is a
long exact sequence

.. > Hy(z—a, f(a),X) = Hy(z — a, f'(a), X)

— Hy (2 —a, f(a), X) 2 B (2 —a, f(a), X) = ...

for this see Taylor [13], Lemma 1.3. Lemma 3.6 gives that the last
homomorphism is equal to f,,11(2). Hence

Hp(z - a, fl(a’)aX) =0
if fmi1(2) # 0 and
Im Hy,(z — a, f'(a), X) = Hy—1(z — a, f(a), X)

if fi11(2) = 0. Therefore the induction hypothesis hold for m + 1 and
hence the theorem follows. O

We will now consider a concrete situation where we can give an
answer to all the questions we set up in the beginning of this section.
Suppose that E D o(a) is a compact and convex set with C? boundary
and that we are given a form u, representing w, , on C" \ E. Then
we can use the holomorphic functional calculus to construct a form s,
0,_aS = e, such that for each i, s A (53) admits estimates controled by
the growth of u,,.

Theorem 3.8. Suppose that o(a) C E, where E is a compact and
convez set with C?-boundary. Let u® be a differential form representing
W, qox outside E such that ||u®(2)| < ||z|| e?"®) where r(z) = d (2, E),
q is a decreasing function and q(0) = oco. Then the map
[ f(a): Sy — (a),
where S, 18
{f €C?: ‘5]”(2)‘ < Cr(z)sup {e"e’q(’"(z)’s)} for all z € (C"} ,
e>0

1S a continuous algebra homomorphism.
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Proof. We have that r € C? (see [10], Exercise 4 page 136) and dr # 0
in U \ o(a) where U is a neighbourhood of do(a). Therefore

Hz2) —r(¢) < 2Re S (ak — ck)g—;(@ < 206._cor(2)|

k=1

for all z € U \ o(a) and ¢ € C" since r is convex. Thus the form s
defined by

or(z)
A E)

is well-defined for all (z, ¢) such that r(z) > (). We get
j-1_ 0r(2) A (58r(z))j_1
(0o-cor(2))
Integrating over (, we get by the holomorphic functional calculus that

s(z,a) A (0s(z, a))jf1

s(2,0) A (9s(2,¢))

1

_ / (8,c0r(2)) 7 u(Q)ar(2) A (B0r(2))"
r(Q)=r(z)—¢
for 0 < & < r(z). Therefore,
Hs(z, a) A (9s(z, a))jle < 079 (p(2) — r(€)) 7 < Cedr&=e) g™,

An application of Theorem 3.5 finishes our proof. O

Theorem 3.9. If g € S, and f is holomorphic in a neighbourhood of
o(g(a)), then

o(g(a)) = g(o(a)), ¢(fog)(a)= f(g(a)),

where ¢ € C is equal to 1 in a neighbourhood of o(a), and g(a) =0
if g(2) =0 for all z € E.

Proof. The equality o(g(a)) = g(o(a)) follows from Theorem 3.7. As-
sume that 0 € £ and let
h(z) = r(z) sup {s"e_q(’"(z)_’s)} :
e>0

Then |0g,| < h, < h where g,(z) = g(rz) and h,(z) = h(rz) and r < 1.
Hence g,(a) — g(a) when 7 — 1, by dominated convergence, and thus
g(a) = 0if g(z) = 0 for all z € o(a). The rule of composition is true for
holomorphic functions, and hence we have that (f o g.)(a) = f(g-(a)).
Since ¢(fog) € S, we can let r — 1 in this equality to get ¢(fog)(a) =
f(g(a)), by Theorem 2.6. O
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